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  Funding Motion:  Allocations for  purchase of MVCC promotional items 
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Attachment 1 

The Mar Vista Community Council requests that the following questions be addressed and  resolved in the 
proposed Environmental Impact Report for the Charnock Well Field Restoration Project: 
 1.  What design alternatives will be acceptable to the surrounding community to mitigate aesthetic issues 
so that any new construction  be visually consistent with the existing residential neighborhood and/or Windward 
School.  The MVCC requests that serious consideration be given to the possibility of placing the proposed tanks 
below ground in order to mitigate the visual impact of this facility, consistent with the suggestion made in earlier 
documents by the City of Santa Monica to place a proposed salt-water well below ground so that only the top five 
feet were visible, in order to mitigate the visual impact of that facility. 
 2.  What will the actual hourly noise levels be, based on a study of noise levels found in similar facilities 
that are currently in operation, and what are the alternatives for mitigating those levels to the actual current real 
time db levels of the neighborhood? 
 3.  What are the impacts on residential streets of the trucks that will be visiting the proposed facility on a 
regular basis?   
 a.  What type of trucks will be used (length, height, and weight)? 
 b.  How often will they be traveling on residential streets? 
 c.  Will these trucks exceed the weight limits for which streets such as Westminster Ave. were designed? 
 4.   What are the impacts of a release, from either the plant site or transport trucks, into the neighborhood 
of any of the chemicals utilized in the treatment of potable water such as sodium hypochlorite, antiscalants, 
aqueous ammonia and hydrochloric acid?  And what are the impacts of a release into the neighborhood of 
possible hazardous materials involved in the remediation of the existing contamination such as the disposal of 
water, sludge and carbon that will be contaminated with MTBE and TBA.  What are the health risks to the 
community?   A Hazards and Operability Study must be done prior to approval of the project to identify potential 
safety hazards and evaluate potential operational problems in characterizing potential consequences to the 
surrounding communities in the event of a release of a hazardous material.  This study must include studying the 
specific effects of any of these materials on school-aged children.  What are the health risks of exposure to the 
toxic gasoline compounds MtBE and TBA? 
 5.  What are the effects on the environment of re-opening these wells?  The MVCC requests that the City 
of Santa Monica study the following issues related to environmental concerns:    
 a.  The wells were first drilled in the 1930s and were closed down in 1996 because of chemical 
contamination. What is the state of the ground now?  
 b.  How much water does Santa Monica plan to extract and can it be demonstrated this is safe? To what 
level can Santa Monica safely reduce the underground water table?  Will the lowering of the water table result in 
land subsidence in the area?  Are there any current studies addressing the reduction of the underground water 
table?    
 c.  There have been earthquakes since the wells were last used. The Charnock Fault follows McLaughlin 
and is an active fault.  What impact might this have on the proposed facility. 
 d.  The water plumes go southward, probably as far as the Ballona Wetlands. What are the depths of the 
water basins and how far do they really go? When was this last studied and what has changed in 12 years?  
 e.  How might lowering the water level facilitate the migration of harmful gases such as methane, 
hydrogen sulfide, and BTEX gases to Mar Vista? 
 6. Will there be any consultation about this project with the City of Los Angeles' environmental section 
staff, community planner bureau staff or Citywide staff?   The Open Space zone allows "public water supply 
reservoirs (uncovered) and accessory uses which are incidental to the operation and continued maintenance of 
such reservoirs".  However, it does not allow these uses by-right.  The City would require a Conditional Use 
Permit per Section 12.24 U.19 (a) (d) for "Appurtenant structures adjacent to reservoir use, such as water 
treatment facilities, pumping facilities, distribution facilities and water filtration facilities".   Should the City of Los 
Angeles  be listed as one of the Responsible agencies, since the City will be the decision maker in approving 
such land uses.   
 7.  The MVCC requests that the City of Santa Monica investigate the feasibility of  pumping the untreated 
water from the Charnock Well Field to a more appropriate location in the city of Santa Monica, and thus avoid the 
mitigations that would be required by many of the above impacts. 
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