Mar Vista Community Council Green Committee

Sunday, February 28th, 2010

Minutes

1) The meeting was called to order by Laura Bodensteiner at 9:37.

The minutes were approved.

2) Public Comment- Jeanne mentioned that more people were needed to volunteer at the booth from 12to 2 on Sundays. Five people volunteered at the Sustainable Living workshop to help at the booth.

Chris said that there is to be a tree planting on March 20th and that volunteers were needed to help. There will be 19 trees but no concrete cutting. He will get more information.

3) Update on the 2nd    Annual Green Garden Showcase.

Sherri reports that there are currently fifty gardens, thirty from last year, twenty new ones and ten in the pipeline. There are two weeks left to submit gardens. DWP invited her to a meeting where they said that they would do publicity outreach and have spoken to  Susan Carpenter from the L.A. Times. Yvette contacted Sunset Magazine and they will  post on Fresh Dirt. The budget is sufficient to provide the pennants. The plan is to get the participants together, hopefully at St. John’s on Thursday, April 15th from 7 to 8pm in the evening. Slides of the homes will be shown and pennants will be passed out. Sherri will send out an e-blast to participants to see if anything needs to be added before the March 15th deadline. The blog is up with the gardens and they will post directions on how to take the tour the week preceding the tour and will have the   map completed.

4) Administrative Motion: to submit a application as a community to be a pilot area for Google's high speed wi-fi project. Joseph Treves inquired about the committee’s interest in a Google pilot project. He suggested that Mar Vista C.C. submit an application to see if they could get hi-speed service for the community as part of a pilot program. Sandy suggested that we contact Bill Rosendahl to gain his support for the application. Sherri advised Joseph to talk with Chuck Ray as he is Co-Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and get his support. The application is due in March. Joseph will present the idea before the CC. next week.

5) James Brennan proposed that we create a road map on ways to achieve 100% Clean Energy by 2018. Sherri said we could partner with Sustainable Workshops on ways to support ‘green power” in the community. It is hoped that DWP will support the idea. A simple message is needed. Try to get people to sign up for green power on their DWP bill. California State Assembly passed a bill allowing homeowners to sell back excess electricity they produce .Sara said we need to reach renters and rental agencies. Sept 23 is scheduled for the Expo.  Location and hours to be determined. 

6) Sasha Wisotsky, a graduate student in Planning at UCLA, presented her project on livable communities for our feedback. She hopes that it will be useful as a toolkit for Neighborhood councils.

7) The Sustainable Workshop has been a tremendous success with 120 participants. It is their first project of this size and they have submitted a proposal together which Bill Rosendahl will present to city agencies in hopes it will expand to other communities. Then this Green Committee would work with other councils to help establish their own Green Committees.

8) The booth has guest presenters though May. 

9) Public Comment

a. Sherri thanked Melissa, Susan and Karen for finding new gardens for the  showcase.

b. Albert Olson reminded the group to look at the new website.

c. James shared information on The Open Daily.

10) The meeting was adjourned at 10:55.
Attendees: Laura Bodensteiner, Jeanne Kuntz, Sherri Akers, Sandy Ray, Christopher McKinnon, Sarah Auerswald, James Brennan, Christy Wilhelmi, Joseph Treves
