MVCC Green Committee Meeting

Thursday, November 18th, 2010 at 6 PM

Windward School, Boardroom 1030
11350 Palms Boulevard
Los Angeles, California 90066
Minutes
1. Call to order 6:02 pm
2. Public Comment 


Sherri Akers announced the Election & Bylaws committee will be discussing committee structure.


Andy Shrader reported in regard to LA Beyond the Coal that LADWP is going to be less restrictive and that councilmembers need to hear from constituents.
3. The approval of minutes was tabled for the next meeting. 
4. Special presentation: Don't Waste LA. The campaign is working on a policy that would lead to good green jobs, more recycling and clean air.  To get to these goals we're looking at creating environmental and labor standards in the commercial and multi-family sector of the waste and recycling industry in the City of LA. 



Francisco Arzu discussed the LA alliance for a new economy, an advocacy organization that is about 1 year old. They are advocating for an increase in recycling in commercial and multi-family residential structures. L.A. has ambitious goals, but no plan to achieve the goals. It would entail changing from open permit system to competitive franchises with strict environmental and labor standards. Current system is voluntary, but new system will drive more recycling. Use of non-diesel vehicles. Coalition is advocating an ordinance at City Hall to accomplish this.


Joseph Treves asked about specifics and is recycling going to be mandated. No, but to have a franchise, the business will have to have a recycling plan.


Christopher McKinnon asked if the group participated in the Zero Waste meetings.


Sherri Akers asked about other cities that have this plan (San Jose) and also the cost to small business to have recycling.


Joseph Treves asked about incineration. The coalition does not support incineration. He asked about alternatives to diesel and how the 6 areas would be divided.


Laura Bodensteiner asked about the group’s timeline and who funds the group. They are looking at the end of 2011. There has been a motion at city council to look into feasibility.


Christopher McKinnon asked about resistance to things that cost more money.

The campaign will return with more information at a future meeting.
5. POLICY MOTION:  to submit a letter of support to ban plastic bags in City of Los Angeles.

Dear Mayor Villaraigosa, Councilmember Rosendahl, and City Councilmembers: Acknowledging the November 16, 2010, passage of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisor’s ban on plastic bags and the Environmental Impact Report which legally supports it, and, in lockstep with the Clean Seas Coalition (7th Generation Advisors, Heal the Bay, Sierra Club, Surfrider Foundation, et al), we want to convey Mar Vista’s support for a citywide ban on plastic bags.


Recognizing the importance of being good stewards of nearby Ballona Creek, the Ballona Wetlands, Santa Monica Bay and the oceans beyond, the Mar Vista Community Council has long supported efforts to clean up and improve waterways that affect our Southern California communities and our beaches which are so vital to our tourism industry.


According to the Los Angeles Times, Californians use more than 120,000 tons of the bags each year and, despite efforts to increase it, only 5% are actually recycled. Taxpayers therefore end up paying close to $25 million a year to rid streets, beaches, parks and waterways of the bags. A ban will help save city and state monies in troubled economic times and conserve important natural resources which could be put to a more beneficial use.


A city-wide ban on plastic bags, identical to the County ban, would take us a giant step in the right direction. The Mar Vista Community Council looks forward to your swift action on this matter.

Andy Shrader discussed AB1998 ban on plastic bags that failed earlier in the year in the state senate. LA County adopted a ban in unincorporated areas.


Christopher McKinnon asked about the costs.


Sherri Akers commented about the percent of litter that is plastic bags (55%).

Motion passed.

6. Recap: Wise Power Use Expo on Nov. 3. Sherri Akers gave a recap of the event. The committee was happy with the event, but turnout was not as high as hoped.

7. Planning discussion: 2011 Mar Vista Green Garden Showcase on April 24, 2011


Susan Black-Feinstein commented that it is a great tour and benefit to the community.


Debbie Rochlin commented that she has seen more sustainable gardens and suggested using a theme this year.


Sherri Akers suggested perhaps doing 5 themes, maybe chickens, solar


Joseph commented about having booths at the gardens.


Jeanne Kuntz commented on having more docents. 


The organizing committee was formed: Sherri Akers, Christopher McKinnon, Joseph Treves, Laura Bodensteiner, Debbie Rochlin, Nancy Knapp, and Susan Black-Feinstein.
8. Plans for 2011 – ways to expand involvement in the Green Booth, participation in the Fall Festival (10 minutes)

9. Discussion of water at MVCC meetings and events instead of single-use disposable plastic water bottles: No update.
10. Update on EPA Green Power Program application. No progress. Venice NC has also passed a motion to become a Clean Power Community and may get theirs before Mar Vista.

11. LADWP Recycled Water Advisory Group report (Christopher McKinnon reported on Workshop 5. Water is a big issue. Sources are MWD aqueducts, LADWP-owned sources, groundwater in San Fernando Valley (154 wells, only 54 are pumping), Discussion to have more stormwater capture and increase use of wastewater.
12. Guest presenters at MVCC Green Booth update: Sherri Akers reported that other NCs have reached out to the green committee for mentoring. Also looking for new booth participants.
13. Public Comment: None
14. Adjourned at 7:00 pm
Attendees:

1. Nancy Knapp

2. Andy Shrader

3. Susan Black-Feinstein

4. Francisco Arzu

5. Sherri Akers

6. Jospeh Treves

7. Christopher McKinnon

8. Jeanne Kuntz

9. Debbie Rochlin






