Mar Vista Commanity Couanecil

Green Committee
Sunday, May 24, 2015 - 9:30 A.M.

Mar Vista Farmers Market

Grand View at Venice Blvd.
Tables Adjacent to the Post Office

Agenda
1. Call to order
2. Public comment
3. Motion to approve April minutes
4. Reports
a. MVCC Green Tent

b. Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance (NCSA)

c. California Friendly Landscape Training
Discussion

a. Mar Vista SaveTheDropLA campaign

b. Pando Populus Conference

c. General Provision M — large irrigated turf

Old business

a.

MVCC Methane Resolution

b. Animal product greenhouse gas motion

C.

Resolution opposing Phillips 66 Santa Maria Refinery crude by rail operation

New business

a.

Policy Motion: Utilizing Recycled Water from Hyperion Treatment Plant

The Mar Vista Community Council supports the motion presented by Councilmembers Mike
Bonin and Paul Koretz (Attachment A: Council File 14-00078-S5) directing the Department of
Sanitation report on possibilities to utilize recycled water from Hyperion Treatment Plant as a
local and regional resource.

The Donald C. Tillman Water Reclamation Plant in the San Fernando Valley furnishes reclaimed
water to many users. The Hyperion Plant treats the water to a high standard and then pumps it
into Santa Monica Bay. In this time of long-term drought, when some are talking about
desalinization, this is inexplicable.

Policy Motion: Graywater Systems/Recycle Water

The Mar Vista Community Council supports the motion presented by Councilmembers Mike
Bonin and Paul Krekorian (Attachment B: Council File 15-0458-5S1) to encourage the installation
of more graywater systems by eliminating the permit fees for simple systems and also instructs
the Department of Water and Power to determine what other hurdles or issues could be



streamlined to further encourage people to recycle water at their homes with graywater
systems.

Policy Motion: Protecting Biodiversity City Practices/Working Group

MVCC supports the motion presented by Councilmember Paul Koretz (Attachment C: Council File
15-0499) which:

* Directs the Chief Legislative Analyst's office, in partnership with the Mayor's
Sustainability Team, to convene a working group with relevant City departments to
report back on their current and future strategies and matrices for protecting
biodiversity in all City practices;

* Mandates the formation of a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to report back with
recommendations for strategies to protect and improve biodiversity in the City and on
the feasibility of implementing the City Biodiversity Index;

* Directs the TAC to develop and implement best practice strategies for community
engagement and outreach on biodiversity including implementation of equity-minded
citizen science projects that serve the full range of City neighborhoods.

* Mar Vista Community Council Green Committee Motion to Mulch Parkways

The City of Los Angeles is recognized as one of 35 global biodiversity hot spots—and the only
one within the continental United States. The Mar Vista Community Council recognizes the
importance of protecting this biodiversity and the educational, scientific and quality of life
benefits that derive from access to natural landscapes that support local biodiversity.

Policy Motion: Mulch Over Lawn Parkways

Whereas California is in a severe, historic drought and Los Angeles is using more water annually
than it will be receiving in the future, and

Whereas the City of Los Angeles gives away free mulch and would have sufficient mulch to enact
the following project, and

Whereas residential and commercial parkways are the property of the City of Los Angeles, and

Whereas each square foot of parkway lawn needs approximately 50 gallons of water per year (a
typical Mar Vista parkway uses approximately 20,000 gallons of water a year), and

Whereas watering parkways ipso facto means wasting water in that the water overshoots the
narrow parkway and waters the sidewalk and the street, which does not allow for soil water
retention, and actually degrades the street, and

Whereas mulch will increase the amount of water that will be retained in a given area and thus
reduce the amount of runoff associated with smaller storms, and

Whereas the City of Los Angeles has mulch which it provides to residents for free, made from
green waste which is partially composted which likely destroys any pesticides present, and

Whereas the use of mulch would be a net benefit to limiting outdoor landscape water use, soil
quality, water retention, and reduced storm water runoff.

Therefore be it resolved that the Mar Vista Community Council requests that the City of Los
Angeles Departments (e.g. Bureau of Street Services; Department of Sanitation) put City mulch
on all parkways (residential or otherwise) where there is existing lawn, instructing home owners
to turn off water to the parkway in front of their home. The City of Los Angeles should
encourage homeowners to plant native drought tolerant or edible plants in mulched parkways.



8. Public comment

9. Motion to adjourn

*in compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a
majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at http://www.marvista.org or at
the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the
agenda, please contact secretary@marvista.org.

**4s a covered entity under Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does
not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation
to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive
listening devices, or any auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure
availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days prior to the meeting you wish
to attend by contacting chair@marvista.org
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