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12511 Venice Blvd (23) 

This building has been a take-out chop suey joint since 1957, first as Chin Lee, then from 1966 to 

the present as the Canton Kitchen Chinese restaurant.  In 2001 it was transformed into the Crenshaw 

Kitchen Chinese Soul Food restaurant in a scene from the Jackie Chan action film Rush Hour 2, the menu 

of which would be interesting to imagine: turnip greens foo young, for instance, or pig knuckles chow 

mein.   

 

 

The Stohl Building, 12503 Venice, now has an addition in back, otherwise it looks almost the same as it did in 1927. 

 

12503 Venice Blvd (24) 

 The Stohl Building was built in 1926 by David O. Stohl of 3705 Wasatch.  The ground floor 

fronting Venice Boulevard became the home of the Mar Vista State Bank on March 19, 1927. It was the 

first bank to open in Mar Vista and, as the Vanguard attests, was an immediate success: “Mar Vistan’s 

Flock to Put Cash in Bank.  $100,000 is Deposited the First Day”.   In 1928 the bank moved to 1201 

Washington Boulevard in Venice and was renamed the Washington Commercial and Savings Bank.  It 
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McCune’s less ambitious brother.  Other early establishments to rent space here were the Mar Vista 

Market, the Davidson Realty Company, and, in 1927, the first chic boutique for smart Mormon ladies, 

the Mar Vista Fashion Shoppe. 

 

3740 Boise Ave (27) 

Barber Harry McCune, a brother of George W. McCune, built this modest house in 1924.  Harry 

trimmed hair and shaved whiskers in his one-seat barber shop in the Hewlett Building at the corner of 

Boise Avenue and Venice Boulevard, a short block-long walk from his home.  In 1932 another of George 

McCune’s brothers, William, bought this house and lived here until 1939.  William had a long career with 

the Union Pacific Rail Road, ending up as the general freight agent for the company. 

 

3736 Boise Ave (28) 

 This was one of three Mormon Hill 

homes owned by Elick Joseph Sorensen.   Born in 

Utah in 1891, Sorensen moved to California in 

1927 and became the second president of the 

Mar Vista Chamber of Commerce in October of 

that year.  In March 1928 he was made the first 

bishop of the Mar Vista Ward Church, a position 

he held for two years.  A big, amiable, barrel-

chested man, Sorensen was the official hod 

carrier during the construction of the church.  

But this dynamic, assertive fellow helped build 

the church over which he would preside even 

more with his moxie.  He persuaded a non-

Mormon contractor to dig a septic tank for the 

chapel by asking, “How would you like to build a cesspool for Jesus”?  The church organ was acquired 

from the Santa Monica-based Artcraft Company with a down payment of $1000.  When the firm fell on 

hard times its president asked Sorensen if he could possibly make the next payment ahead of schedule.  

Sorensen agreed, providing the Artcraft workforce helped install the sub-floor of the church.  Every 

employee from Artcraft showed up and laid the sub-floor in a single night.  Sorensen then wangled them 

to return when it was time to lay the finished hardwood floor.  The seats in the church were individual 

theater seats, not pews.  The aisle seat in the back row was built extra wide for the portly E. J.   

 A bishop of a Mormon church, or indeed any officer of a local congregation, does not get paid 

for his service.  Such work is considered a “calling” and is carried out gratis.  Sorensen made his living as 

the manager of the Beneficial Life Insurance Company, located near the northwest corner of Venice and 

Centinela.  He was also an award-winning painter of landscapes and an inveterate writer of light verse 
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and song lyrics.  Among his librettos is the “Mar Vista Anthem”, which was sung, to the tune of 

“Marcheta”, at the dedication ceremony of the Mar Vista Ward Church in 1928: 

Mar Vista, Mar Vista, I love you, Mar Vista, 

Your sweet name is music to me. 

With heights overlooking the mountains and valleys, 

The city and beautiful sea. 

Nature endowed thee with flowers and sunshine, 

Delightful the whole year through. 

The moon shines most glorious 

On thee Mar Vista. 

I love you Mar Vista, I do. 

 

E. J. Soreneson died in 1977 at the age of 86 – but his anthem will live on forever. 

 

Stewart Ave 

Stewart Avenue is named for Charles B. Stewart, the attorney and businessman who helped 

George McCune organize the California Intermountain Investment Company.   

 

3714 Stewart Ave (29) 

This unusual house dates from 1925, and allegedly has a connection with Billy Sunday, the well-

known evangelist of the early 1900s.  A professional baseball player in the 1880s, Billy became “born 

again” after hearing a street preacher in Chicago in 1891.  He held his first revival meeting in 1897 and 

became an ordained minister in 1903.  Sunday was the most electrifying bible thumper during the first 

two decades of the 20th Century, and his exhortations against Demon Rum played a significant role in 

the passage of the Eighteenth Amendment outlawing alcohol.   

George M. Sunday, Billy’s eldest son, developed a business head by managing his father’s 

traveling revival meetings.  In 1920 George settled in Los Angeles and began a real estate business with 

the slogan “Open Every Day But Sunday”.  But in July 1922 he was officially censured by Methodist 

churchmen for selling property on the seventh day and breaking the Sabbath.  Then in November 1923 

an article in the Los Angeles Times reported the arrest of a local bootlegger and the seizure of his little 
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The channel successfully solved the flooding that had created “lakes” along Venice Boulevard, 

but they created new flood zones north of Charnock, especially at Manning and Queensland and Rose 

and Sepulveda.  It was at the latter juncture that the car of MGM costume designer Gile Steele was 

swept away by flood waters in January 1952, drowning him.  Yet it took another epic storm in January 

1956, a deluge that poured 7.97 inches of rain in the L. A. metropolitan area and reckoned the third 

heaviest rainstorm in the city’s history, to spur officials to finish the Sawtelle-Westwood channel.  The 

storm drain was completed in November 1956, and Mar Vista Creek was nothing but a memory.  Annual 

flooding continued, however, in southwestern Culver City and Del Rey until the late 1960s, when more 

storm channels and sewers were completed. 

  

Charnock Wells Pumping Plant (3) 

 The house at 11525 Charnock Road, just west of the Sepulveda-Westwood storm channel, 

seems like a fairly typical example of the single-story Spanish-influenced dwelling which abounds in the 

area, until one peers through the front window.  The house is in fact a decorative blind that hides a 

pumping station that was started in 1928 and completed in 1929 by the independent Southern 

California Water Company to supply Mar Vista, Palms, and Venice with water.  In the “back yard” of the 

property can be found several large reservoirs, all part of the old Charnock wells water field, an 

immense underground lake of fresh water. 

Santa Monica began usurping Mar Vista’s water from the field in 1924, when it acquired 20 

acres south of Palms Boulevard between Sawtelle and McLaughlin and began operating three wells.  

Local ranchers who had wells of their own in the area were outraged and took legal action, but to no 

avail.  On June 12, 1925, the Vanguard told its readers of “the victory scored by Santa Monica in the suit 

brought by certain property owners in the vicinity of the Charnock wells to restrain the city from taking 

water from that basin”.  The property owners sought an injunction on the grounds of priority rights; 

Santa Monica officials countered by claiming the city had been drawing water from Charnock wells for 

30 years.  Really?   

Ever since the late 1890s water was a constant problem for Santa Monica.  The original source 

of its municipal water came from the San Vicente springs north of the city, but by the turn of the century 

the principal source was being supplied by four independent water companies, in the days before this 

vital commodity was provided by city government as it is today.  But these companies weren’t 

completely reliable, as the residents in the vicinity of 12th Street could attest who, in 1912, were obliged 

to buy water peddled from a wagon when the regular supply temporarily ran dry.  When city officials 

hired a hydraulic engineer to seek a permanent solution he proposed they purchase the water 

companies on which Santa Monica already relied.  This proposal was carried out, but it wasn’t long 

before the Outlook was reporting that the city’s “water situation” was “giving city officials as well as 

consumers much uneasiness.”    The abundant supply of aqueduct water flowing to Los Angeles from the 

Owens Valley seemed like a simple solution to the problem, but L. A. steadfastly refused to sell “their” 

water to the city unless Santa Monica agreed to annexation.  Many citizens advocated such a merger.   
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Interior of the "house" at 11525 Charnock Road, April 3 1929, right after the water was first turned on. 

 

Most were opposed because of the obvious loss of independence, while others objected because it 

meant the local bars would have to close on Sundays.  On February 26, 1915, the city filed for an 

application to run its own municipal water system, which was finally accomplished by September 1916.   

None of these four companies got their water from the wells on Charnock Road.    The first local 

reference to Charnock wells in connection to Santa Monica didn’t surface until August 1924: “Fifty more 

inches of water were turned into the Santa Monica city system late Saturday from the new well on 

Charnock Road”.  An article printed a month later in September that dealt with the possibility of Santa 

Monica annexing to Los Angeles “due to the water problem” reveals that the tremendous resources 

under “the new well on Charnock Road” hadn’t yet been comprehended by the city’s water department.  

It wasn’t until a year later that the full measure of the liquid bounty they had tapped into had finally 

been realized, as a headline from the Vanguard of September 11, 1925, makes clear: “Santa Monica Has 

Water in Great Plenty”.  The story went on to say that F. C. Finkle, the hydraulic engineer employed by 

the city, “has made an extensive and searching examination of the supply from which the Charnock 

wells draw their water” and declared it “virtually inexhaustible”.     
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In April 1934 the Los Angeles Bureau of Water and Power finally extended limited service to the 

Santa Monica bay area.  By 1941 both Los Angeles and Santa Monica got their water supply almost 

entirely from the Colorado River – except for some 70,000 households in Mar Vista, Venice, Palms, and 

Culver City that would remain dependent on the Southern California Water Company’s wells on 

Charnock Road for years.  On June 12, 1951, the city of Los Angeles ended a decade-long struggle to 

acquire the distribution mains, tanks, reservoirs, and pumping plants of the Southern California Water 

Company, and on October 8 Mar Vistans began receiving DWP water.  Culver City, however, would 

continue getting their water from the Charnock wells until 1958. 

In the mid-1990s Santa Monica still operated three wells on six acres of the Charnock Field.  

They were closed down in 1996 when the carcinogenic gasoline additive MTBE was discovered in the 

water at dangerously high levels.  Santa Monica took legal action that in 2003 resulted in Exxon, 

Chevron, and Shell oil companies obliged to build and operate a treatment facility to clean up the 

contaminated wells.  The project finally went on line in 2010, and clean water was being mined by 2011. 

 

The Walnut Park Annexation (4) 

In October 1925 Mar Vista lost about 250 acres of subdivided land and the Betsy 

Ross Elementary School to Culver City in a brazen political maneuver known as the 

Walnut Park Annexation.  Harry H. Culver, the founder of Culver City, was never 

reticent about his desire to expand the boundaries of his city.  On May 11, 1920, 

less than six years after it had been incorporated as an independent city, the 

Venice Vanguard ran a story headlined, “Culver City Anxious to Spread Out”.  The 

article went on: “Annexation ambitions are stirring leading residents [read Harry 

Culver] in Culver City.  Many acres lying west of that city should become a part of 

it by annexation, these boosters assert, and some are giving so far as to urge that 

everything west to the city limits of Venice should be included.”  In July 1925 

Culver tried to realize these ambitions by announcing an annexation effort of the 

large section of unincorporated land from the western limits of Culver City to Lincoln Boulevard, 

between Venice and Culver boulevards, most of which was considered Mar Vista territory.  On July 27 an 

election was held but the annexation attempt was defeated.  Then Culver got cagey.  Knowing he didn’t 

have the votes of most of the residents in the coveted area, he cherry-picked the region to include only 

the business districts, the Betsy Ross School, and the few small residential sectors he knew to be largely 

pro-annexation.  His gerrymandering resulted in a “shoestring strip” along Washington Boulevard that 

connected Culver City to Walnut Park, a 21-acre parcel of unimproved, unpopulated land at the 

northeast corner of Walnut Avenue and Washington Boulevard.  The legal documents were engineered 

and the matter was again set before the voters.  However, “the voters” did not include the citizens of 

Mar Vista, or of Culver City, or any of the entrepreneurs who owned businesses in the carefully chosen 

terrain but only people who resided therein.  The issue was decided on October 1, 1925, by 134 people 

at the voting booth; the tally was 84 to 50 for annexation. 

Harry Hazel Culver, no 
doubt contemplating 

his next swindle. 
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There are some who believe Culver masterminded the annexation to set up a dog track at 

Walnut Park.  And indeed, the “Culver City Kennel Club” did build such a track, with a grandstand along 

Washington Boulevard that held 8,000 spectators, but not until 1932, seven years after the election.  

The quarter-mile oval racecourse offered “option betting” and was an immediate hit with the public.  

Police officials were less enthusiastic and promptly arrested track employees for violating state gambling 

laws.  Thus began a 5-year legal tug of war that ultimately led to the end of greyhound racing in 

California. 

 

 

The Culver City Speedway (1931- 1954) looking east down Washington Boulevard from just east of Lincoln. 

 

As early as November 1932 the track was being shared by motorcycle racers, and by May 1933 

such scooter luminaries as Sprouts Elder and Bo Lissman were thrilling racing fans every Friday night.  

The grounds were also used for swaps meets, auctions, and an occasional two-day Venice Boy Scout 

“Camp-o-ree”.  In 1941 the facility was converted into the Culver Legion midget racecar track, which was 

considered one of the fastest on the Pacific Coast by the “65 daredevil race drivers of the United Midget 

Car Association”.  By 1948 the track had steeply banked turns and was called the Culver City Speedway; 

fans were enticed there on Saturday nights with a demolition derby called “jolting jalopies”. 

On April 28, 1954, Douglas Aircraft announced plans to buy the racetrack for $400,000 and build 

a sub-assembly plant on the site.  Groundbreaking took place on July 27, 1955, and the $2 million facility 

opened on December 12.  By the late 1950s the plant was participating in the Space Race working on 

missile and rocket systems.  Douglas Aircraft closed its Culver City plant in 1994.  Five years later a 

150,000 square foot Costco Wholesale megastore was built on the grounds of the old dog track. 

Whatever Harry Culver’s original intentions were in 1925 – and they were probably nothing 

more than to add as much territory to his city as he could get away with – the tangible result of the 
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Walnut Park Annexation was to spur the residents of Mar Vista to action.  Seven months later the 

Chamber of Commerce voted unanimously to join Los Angeles. 

 

Barnes City (5) 

The area just south of Washington Boulevard at the time of Walnut Park Annexation was known 

as Barnes City.  Al Barnes was a circus impresario whose mammoth wild animal show first performed in 

Los Angeles in 1911.  Barnes needed 30 railroad cars, 21 animal wagons, and 93 baggage horses to 

transport his traveling big top, which performed in the western United States, Mexico, and Canada.  At 

the end of the 1911 season he chose the city of Venice as the site for his winter quarters, which lasted 

from late November to early March.  During these months of inactivity the Barnes Circus would be 

converted into a zoo that featured the exotic beasts of his circus, among them elephants, hyenas, bears, 

“sacred cattle”, tigers, lions, monkeys, seals, and a hippo, the best trained of which were “educated 

beyond the power of human comprehension.” 

 

The Barnes Zoo.  Washington Boulevard runs diagonally left to right in the foreground.   
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This huge menagerie did not have the unanimous approval of the Venice citizenry.  Principal 

opposition came from light sleepers who complained that the unremitting growls, roars, and screeches 

emanating from the zoo disturbed their slumber.  Other grievances were prompted by an occasional 

critter escaping captivity, including a 10-foot python and a tiger.  In 1920 Barnes purchased part of a 

780-acre ranch situated on the south side of Washington and west of Sawtelle boulevards that became 

known as Barnes City.  His zoo was located just west of Sawtelle between Washington and Culver 

boulevards.  The borders of Barnes City would eventually extend west to Lincoln Boulevard and south to 

Ballona Creek to comprise nearly four square miles. 

 

 

No, this is not Cal Worthington and his dog Spot, but Al Barnes and Lotus, "the world's largest hippo”.  Al’s zoo also featured 
Tusko, “the world’s largest elephant”; clearly, size mattered with Barnes. 

 

Culver City’s Walnut Park annexation occurred a month before the circus settled into its winter 

quarters in November 1925 and, leery of a similar move on his own land, Barnes organized an election 

to incorporate Barnes City as an independent municipality.   This election took place in February 1926, 

and with the push from all the circus/zoo employees casting yea votes the measure passed by just 18 

votes, and Barnes City became a burgh.  Legend has it that Barnes let the monkeys in his zoo cast votes, 

and if true we can be sure that any simian ballots cast were interpreted as pro-incorporation votes.  
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Barnes appointed his own brother as the mayor of his metropolis and filled the other municipal posts 

with equally loyal cronies. 

Not all the residents of Barnes City were happy with this outcome and Barnes’ outrageous 

tactics, which they called “peanut politics.”  The opposition complained he had allowed “his midgets, his 

freaks, and 20 hoboes” to vote.  When in March the circus departed for the season the anti-Barnes 

faction orchestrated another election, this time to annex Barnes City to Los Angeles.  Without the 

advantage of the midgets, freaks, hoboes, and monkeys voting against the measure, Barnes City became 

a community of Los Angeles in September, just seven months after it had achieved independence.  The 

outcome at the polls was 261 to 153. 

Barnes had announced even before this election that he would move his zoo and winter 

quarters elsewhere, as his Ballona acreage was by then too valuable to serve as a mere stomping ground 

for his animals, no matter how well educated.  He subdivided the 70-acre zoo site into 430 residential 

lots and in 1927 relocated his menagerie to Baldwin Park, just east of El Monte.  He sold his circus in 

1929 and died two years later.  Al’s former domain continued to be referred to as Barnes City on formal 

maps as late as the 1950s. 

 

Mar Vista’s Racial Covenants 

 One of the unpleasant – but hardly surprising – discoveries made in researching this book was 

the racial covenants that were a standard clause in the deeds of Mar Vista subdivisions prior to the 

1950s.  The first instance of this shameful practice can be found in the community’s very first 

neighborhood, Ocean Park Heights, in the second paragraph of the “express conditions” section: “said 

property shall be occupied for residence purposes only, and shall not be rented, conveyed to, nor 

occupied by any person of African descent.”   

It’s both instructive and appalling to see how the wording of this restriction evolved over the 

years to become ever more exclusive.  In the deeds of the Palm Place lots of 1912, for instance, the 

phrase “any person of African descent” was replaced by the more comprehensive “can be occupied by 

people only of the white or Caucasian race.”  The Gregory Ain Tract’s “Declaration of Establishment of 

Conditions, Restrictions, Etc.” of 1948 does this one better: “any person other than one wholly of the 

Caucasian or white race”, just in case someone like president Obama tried to finagle his way into the 

neighborhood.  The 1947 Westdale Village Declaration of Restrictions used the scattershot approach: 

“by any person of African or Asiatic descent or by any person not of the white or Caucasian race.” 

This “white or Caucasian” expression became the stock term; the next stage of refinement came 

with the conditional verbs.  The single Palm Place verb “occupied” was expanded in the 1923 Mormon 

Hill deeds to “no part of said property shall be leased, sold, demised, or conveyed to or become the 

residence of or the property of anyone not of the Caucasian or white race.”  Westdale Village put it this 

way: “shall be used or occupied or be permitted to be used or occupied, in whole or in part…”  

Presumably, that covered every imaginable possibility.   
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Another evolutionary aspect of these covenants concerned 

the duration of the conditions.  The restrictions of Palm 

Place deeds terminated on “January 1 A.D. 1925”, a mere 

thirteen years.  Those of the 1904 Ocean Park Heights deeds 

“shall be in force and effect until March 1st, 1920” – 

fourteen years.  But on February 16, 1920, two weeks 

before the restrictions were to elapse, every property owner 

in the tract signed a new agreement that extended the 

covenants to the end of 1935.  Half of the ten conditions in 

the deeds of the 1923 Mormon Hill tract “shall be in effect until January 1, 1948”, a quarter of a century; 

but the other five, including the Caucasian or white race clause “shall be perpetual”, i.e., forever and 

ever throughout all eternity.  The 1948 Ain Tract contained sixteen conditions, all but two of which 

would terminate on February 1, 1973, ten days shy of 25 years.  The one forbidding the erection of oil 

derricks on the lots and the Caucasian or white race clause “shall be perpetual.”  There was, however, an 

exception: “this covenant shall not prevent occupancy by domestic servants of a different race 

domiciled with an owner or tenant.”  That was white of them. 

The U. S. Supreme Court abolished racial covenants in May 1948.  Yet in an addendum to their 

Declaration of Restrictions filed four months later on September 1, 1948, Westdale Village modified two 

conditions, neither of which had anything to do with the racial restrictions, which were left intact.  And 

in 1950 the Associated Home Furnishers, subdividers of tract 15663 just east of the Gregory Ain tract, 

recorded the mother of all racial covenants - over two years after they were outlawed: “no lot in said 

tract shall at any time be lived upon by a person whose blood is not entirely that of the Caucasian Race, 

and for the purpose of this paragraph, no Japanese, Chinese, Mexican, Hindu or any person of the 

Ethiopian, Indian, or Mongolian Races shall be deemed to be a Caucasian.” 

One of the first Mar Vista subdivisions to abolish racial covenants was the Peerless Building 

Corporation’s development of the Westward Ho Country Club land.  In the five-page Declaration of 

Restrictions filed on November 30, 1951, there is a clause prohibiting corrals, livery stables, and the 

raising of poultry and small game, but no conditions restricting occupancy.  Of course, ridding restrictive 

covenants in deeds is one thing, getting owners to sell or rent homes to persons not of the white or 

Caucasian race is quite another.  The historical record shows that this process had taken tentative root 

in Mar Vista by the end of 1963, when the Los Angeles Times reported that 3.4% of Mar Vista’s 

population had a Spanish surname (!) and the “Negro” population of the community amounted to one 

tenth of one percent.  There were no statistics provided for Hindus, Ethiopians, or Mongolians. 

 

 

 

This paragraph is from an L. A. Times ad for the 
Marshall Manor tract, 1922, a time when racial 
discrimination was overt and legally sanctioned. 
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The Centinela Bend (see Big Boom map) 

 Anyone who has traveled north on Centinela Avenue is aware that the road bends eastward in a 

long arc as you pass the Santa Monica Municipal Airport, and when the road straightens back out 

Centinela has become Bundy Drive.  So what gives?   

Until the mid-1930s Centinela, the east/west boundary line between Santa Monica and Mar 

Vista north of Dewey, was a narrow, unpaved, weed-choked lane.  Just how narrow is not certain, but 

some idea may be formed from a Venice Vanguard article published on January 21, 1935, which 

reported that the street was to be paved from Washington Place to Pico and widened - to 40 feet.  “The 

present condition of the road”, the paper noted, “has resulted in a number of deaths in traffic accidents, 

particularly at Venice and Centinela.”   The danger of that intersection notwithstanding, it would be 

another 14 years before traffic lights appeared there. 

 At the end of the 1800s, on the east side of Centinela and running north from National 

Boulevard, was a 60-acre ranch owned by Alonzo Whitaker.  Born in 1856, Lon moved from Indiana to 

Ballona Valley in the early 1880s.  In 1894 he was elected the superintendent of streets in Santa Monica, 

and by the turn of the century had established his farm just north of the future Ocean Park Heights tract.   

In 1909 Whitaker hurt his leg while clearing his land with a “cyclone weeder” and blood poisoning set in.  

He died in his ranch house, located near the northeast corner of National and Centinela, two weeks shy 

of his 53rd birthday. 

 Opposite Whitaker’s farm on the west side of Centinela was a 173-acre ranch owned by a fellow 

named Herbert W. Stanton.  In 1922 the U. S. Government decided to build an aviation field in the bay 

area, and in April settled on Stanton’s land when he agreed to lease the property to the city of Santa 

Monica, which in turn promised to lease it to the Federal Government for $1 a year.  Under this 

arrangement the proposed “airdrome” would not only be “the headquarters for the western United 

States Army Officers Reserve Corps, flight section, and the National Guard aviation unit”, but would also 

be open to commercial aviation and private planes.   It was named Clover Field in memory of Lieutenant 

Greaver Clover, a Los Angeles area pilot who lost his life flying over France during WWI.  The Santa 

Monica Airdrome-Clover Field was dedicated on April 15, 1923.   

In 1926 it became a municipal airport when the city of Santa Monica bought the land from 

Stanton for $860,000.  Douglas Aircraft, which had a manufacturing plant on Wilshire and 22nd Street in 

Santa Monica, moved its operation to Clover Field at this time.  In 1929, six years after aircraft had been 

routinely taking off from and landing at Clover Field, airport officials finally got around to paving the 

heretofore dirt-packed runway. 

In 1939 Douglas Aircraft was awarded a contract to build the four-engine B-19, a giant bomber 

that needed an extra-long runway to take off.  To accommodate the huge warplane it would be 

necessary to extend the airstrip east by rerouting Centinela Avenue in a northeastward arc and 

realigning it with Bundy Drive.  In December 1940 an ordinance condemning part of the old Whitaker 

farm was adopted, and the ranch house at 2956 Centinela, “a monument to the gracious living of early 
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California days”, was torn down.  The B-19 bomber made its historic test flight from Clover Field on June 

28, 1941. 

 

 

The Whitaker Ranch farm house, today the site of a Texaco gas station at Bundy and National.  Windmill-powered water 
wells and gravity-feed water tanks were common in Ballona Valley in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 

 

Whitaker’s widow Katherine and his daughter Alice were still living in the ranch house at the 

time it was condemned.  They moved to a five-acre compound at 3450 Mountain View Avenue, where 

Katherine died in 1952.  Alice married Edwin A. Johnson, a Texas-born realtor and one-time president of 

both the Venice Realty Board and the Mar Vista Chamber of Commerce.  They spent the rest of their 

lives at the Mountain View address. 

During WWII the 60 acres that comprised the Clover Field/Douglas Plant were camouflaged by a 

vast network of “chicken wire, feathers, and spun glass” supported by poles and high-tension cables.  

Designed by landscape architect Edward Huntsman-Trout to appear, from the air, like a housing tract, 

the burlap streets, pasteboard homes, and combustible lawns of the subterfuge also included a fake 

replica of the Douglas Plant and Clover Field just south of the hidden originals.  The plant was so cleverly 

disguised that several near-accidents occurred when even experienced Army fliers had difficulty locating 

the airstrip while landing at the airport.  After the war the massive shebang was pulled down and stored 



195 
 

on site.  Before a decision could be 

made as to how best dispose of the 

clutter, a fire, “believed to have been 

started by a lit cigarette or a carelessly 

thrown match”, made this decision 

somewhat easier. 

In 1951, literally a stone’s throw from 

the old Whitaker Ranch, a small drive-

in eatery opened at 3030 Bundy Drive 

that, in 1954, was expanded into a 

stylish restaurant and bar called 

Huddle.  The owner, Paul S. Cummins, 

hired architects Arment & Davis, the 

firm that would produce the Mar Vista 

Bowl in 1961, to design the building.  The result was the futuristic glass-enclosed Skyroom Cocktail 

Lounge that overlooked Santa Monica airport, where loungers could take in views of the ocean and the 

mountains and get tight.  In 1963 the building, the land, the fixtures, and even the liquor license went up 

for auction during a bankruptcy sale.  Instead of being dismantled, however, the place reopened as The 

Steps (“because” said the Times reviewer “ that’s what you have to take to get up to it”) and specialized 

in prime rib.  But apparently the food and the view didn’t justify the climb, for two years later the whole 

kit and caboodle was back on the chopping block, “ordered sold as a package by board of directors of 

Small Business Investment Corp.”  After waiting two years for a taker, the board of directors approved 

another piecemeal auction in 1968.  In 1970 this unique architectural gem was converted, with lots of 

stucco, into the fairly conventional office building that still exists today. 

 

California Flowerland (see Big Boom map) 

 Horticulturist Paul J. Howard opened his first Flowerland nursery in 1923 near 7th and Union 

streets in downtown L. A.  In 1939 he bought forty acres of Mar Vista farmland at National Boulevard, 

running south between Inglewood and present-day Barrington, and on June 29, 1940, opened Paul 

Howard’s California Flowerland.  “The Gateway to Better Gardens” was the largest retail nursery in the 

state.  It had an octagonal salesroom 100 feet in diameter, four large greenhouses, and several pools 

growing water plants.  The acres of shrubs, fruit trees, and display beds included exotic plants from 

around the globe.  The Garden of a Thousand Roses had some 250 varieties among its 1000 blooms, 

several of which Howard bred himself.  Also on the grounds was a showpiece five-acre botanical garden 

with virtually every native California plant and flowering shrub.   

In 1948, perhaps influenced by the Westdale Village tract directly east of his nursery, Howard 

subdivided the southern 22 acres of his land to create Flowerland Park.  This project extended 

Barrington Avenue, which had formerly ended at National Boulevard, south to McLaughlin Avenue at 

The Skyroom Lounge, Huddle Restaurant, circa 1955. 
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Federal.   Allaseba Street, at the southern edge of the tract, is named after Howard’s wife.  Howard 

landscaped his tract with a variety of beautiful flowering trees, most of which still stand.  At the same 

time he built Colonial Corners, the commercial buildings at the four corners of Barrington and National.  

Each of his original American Colonial-style buildings still exist.  Flowerland Park opened on May 22, 

1949. 

 

 

The house at 3802 Stoner has an interesting history.  Built in 1950, it was purchased in October 

of that year by a family named Hagerman.  In 1953 the Times ran an article with the headline, “Party 

Crashers Cause Near Riot.”  It seems that a private birthday celebration held by 17-year-old Ralph 

Hagerman was interrupted by “a shouting gang of 150 youths” who arrived “in a cavalcade of more than 

50 hot-rod automobiles” and turned the place upside down.  It took more than a dozen policemen to 

restore order; 18 kids were arrested. 

The next owner of the house was radio and TV writer, director, producer, and actor William D. 

Gordon.  This multi-talented man started his career in 1936 writing scripts for radio programs like The 

Tommy Dorsey Show and The Cisco Kid.  He directed his first television show in 1939 in the days of live 

broadcasts, and worked on such series as Maverick, The Alfred Hitchcock Hour, The Fugitive, and 

Ironside.  Gordon also acted occasionally; his most memorable role came in 1960 when he played the  
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Above is a display ad for Flowerland Park, horticulturalist Paul J. Howard's real estate subdivision.  Note how Barrington 
ends at National Boulevard; it was the opening of Flowerland Park that led to the extension of Barrington to McLauglin.  

Below is a drawing of the first of four large commercial buildings built by Howard known today as Colonial Corners, all of 
which still exist.  The attractive buildings were considered part of the Flowerland Park tract. 

 

 

grotesquely misshapened head doctor in “Eye of the Beholder”, one of the very best episodes in The 

Twilight Zone series.  Gordon owned this house for nearly five years in the early 1980s. 
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 Paul Howard died in 1966.  California Flowerland closed 

three months later and was put up for sale.  In 1968 the last large 

undeveloped privately-owned acreage in Mar Vista underwent 

subdivision.  The result was the first high-priced “prestige” tract 

houses in Mar Vista, the Barrington Homes.  These “residences of 

distinction” had from 3 to 6 bedrooms, up to 4 baths, two-story 

entry halls, formal dining rooms, and sunken living rooms.  They 

offered “estate elegance, townhouse convenience, and custom 

quality” and went on sale in 1969, starting at $57,850.  Most of the 

Barrington Homes, located in the two cul-de-sacs just north of Navy 

Street between Inglewood and Barrington, are still around and in 

good shape. 

 

 

William D. Gordon, 3802 Stoner, playing 
a hood in the Twilight Zone episode 

“Nervous Man in a Four Dollar Room”. 
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