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MAR VISTA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
Thursday, July 30th, 2013, 7:30 PM -9:30 PM

WINDWARD SCHOOL, Tom Hunter Board Room, Room 800

11350 Palms Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90066 (SW corner of Palms and Sawtelle Blvds.)

Co-Chairs: Michelle Krupkin and Ken Alpern

 
Agenda
 
 
I.      Call to Order--Ken Alpern presiding
 
II.     Introductions and Discussion of Items Not on Agenda
 
III.    Approval of Last Month's Minutes 
       No meeting last month

 
IV.   MVCC Liaison to Bi-Monthly CD11/LADOT/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting--Linda Guagliano
V.   CD11 Transportation Advisory Committee (Ken Alpern)
 
V.   Former T/I Motions Voted on and Passed by MVCC Board 

No new recent motions passed

           

VI.    New Motions:
WRAC Policy Motions:
1. MOBILITY PLAN 2035 STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS: The WRAC recommends a vote of ‘no confidence’ in the City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan 2035 [Case Number: ENV 2013-0911-EIR and CPC-2013-0910-GPA-SP-CA-MSC; State Clearinghouse No. 2013041012] because of its failure to resolve and mitigate critical issues per the Statement of Overriding Considerations, including but not limited to emergency response time, insufficient infrastructure, and broader significant negative impacts on public health, safety and welfare.

2. MOTION TO OPPOSE AB 57 LIMITING LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY OVER CELL TOWERS: The WRAC recommends the City of Los Angeles oppose AB 57 and requests Councilmembers Mike Bonin and Paul Koretz introduce a resolution opposing AB 57.

3. MOTION TO OPPOSE AB 744: LIMITING LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY OVER PARKING FOR SB 1818 DENSITY BONUS PROJECTS: The WRAC recommends the City of Los Angeles oppose AB 744 and requests Councilmembers Mike Bonin and Paul Koretz introduce a resolution opposing AB 744.

4. MOTION TO OPPOSE AB 1373 EXEMPTING 40 SQUARE BLOCKS OF DOWNTOWN LA FROM THE CALIFORNIA OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ACT: The WRAC recommends the City of Los Angeles oppose AB 1373 and requests Councilmembers Mike Bonin and Paul Koretz introduce a resolution opposing AB 1373.

Other Policy Motions:
1. Anti-Mansionization Policy--City of Los Angeles
Whereas, McMansions damage our residential neighborhoods. These super-sized homes violate the scale, character and cohesion of established neighborhoods, and they price more and more families out of the market while degrading neighbors’ quality of life and damaging property values of adjacent homes. In addition, their construction damages the environment and strains city resources and infrastructure.

Whereas, the members of the LA City Council acknowledged that the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance has failed, and the LA City Council adopted ICOs for select neighborhoods. We appreciate your leadership, but the ICOs are only temporary and protection for a select few neighborhoods only places others at greater risk. 

Therefore, the Mar Vista Community Council (MVCC) urges CD11,  CD5 and the Mayor's office to:

  
1)   Amend the Baseline Mansionization Ordinance, with an urgency clause. 
Decrease the base floor area ratio and eliminate the counterproductive bonuses and exemptions. 

2)   Accelerate the 18-month timeline initially proposed for the adoption of amendments. 


Such a lengthy timeline is unnecessary and unacceptable. Thousands of single family homes could be demolished and countless neighborhoods destroyed during this timeframe. Councilmember Koretz’s proposed changes are simple and straightforward, and could be adopted quickly.  

2. MVCC Community Impact Statement to the L.A. City Council
Whereas, the LA City Mobility Plan 2035 is going to the full LA City Council PLUM and Transportation Committees in September,

Whereas, the LA City Mobility Plan 2035 impacts the Mar Vista area and the Mar Vista Community Council,

Therefore, the Mar Vista Community Council will submit the following Community Impact statement to the LA City Council by August 27:

"The Mar Vista Community Council opposes, but recommends working with those drafting, the City of Los Angeles Mobility Plan 2035 in that the Mobility Plan:

1) Fails to resolve and mitigate critical issues per the Statement of Overriding Considerations
        2) Does not ensure emergency response time when approving/allowing for new development

3) Establishes insufficient infrastructure (water, sewage, electricity, roads, multimodal commuter infrastructure, and parking

4) Creates significant negative impacts on public health, safety and welfare

5) Does not sufficiently encourage telecommuting and staggered commuting hours

6) Does not require sufficient traffic studies for all projects, and should use a correct L.A.-based traffic generation ratio

7) Does not ensure sufficient and appropriate transportation and mitigation fees from residential and commercial developers."
3. MVCC Support of Single Family Residential Zone Conservation
The Mar Vista Community Council affirms and upholds single family residential zones as a key component of The Framework Element of the Los Angeles General Plan as stated in Chapter 3 - Land Use Goals, Objectives And Policies Issue Two: Uses, Density, And Character:
 
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (Overview)
The Framework Element recognizes the importance of existing single-family residential neighborhoods and the need to conserve them. Traditionally, they have formed the fabric that has distinguished the City from other urban areas. Even with substantial growth, the single-family dwelling is still considered to be a major objective of most income and ethnic groups. These areas also afford added opportunities to take advantage of the variety of lifestyles such as water-oriented, rural/agricultural and equestrian-keeping special use neighborhoods.
4. MVCC Recommendations for Transit Neighborhood Plans
The Mar Vista Community Council makes the following recommendations for Transit Neighborhood Plans that allow for increased mobility, enhanced transit access and usage, and for adjacent neighborhood protection:

a)    Focus scale-appropriate new housing around transit stations.  There shall be no "upzoning" of adjacent low-density residential areas in order to protect community character and to reduce congestion.  

 

b)    Workforce housing should be among the highest of priorities, and the City shall enact Inclusionary Ordinances for Affordable Housing of at least 10%. 

 

c)  Limit transit zones to 1/4 mile around rail/transit stations and limit the definition of commercial zones only to those streets that line the corridors.

 

d) TODs and corridor projects shall have appropriate transitional height and step-backs to reduce impact on adjacent residential. "Buffer zones" may also be indicated and necessary to preserve residential/neighborhood character

 

e) Restricted parking permits shall be required of TOD developers to fund in perpetuity, in order to prevent residents of TOD projects from parking cars and impacting adjacent residential neighborhoods.  

 

f) Most TOD projects will be mixed-use and contain office/retail space to maintain a job base in Los Angeles.      .

 

g) Redefine and enforce and update "Senior Living" parking, mobility, and transit-dependent requirements to better meet needs of seniors.   

5. MVCC Recommendations for future MetroRail projects to enhance Westside/regional/countywide mobility
The Mar Vista Community Council supports the following two large rail projects for inclusion in the Metro Long Range Transportation Plan:

a) MetroRail line from West LA / LAX to Valley, and 

b) Direct MetroRail (or Metrolink) line from LAX to Union Station via the Harbor Subdivision Rail Right of Way.

6.  MVCC Recommendations for Shared Sacrifice to Fund L.A. City Sidewalk Repairs

The Mar Vista Community Council supports the following recommendations to expedite funding and repair of the City’s broken sidewalk system:

a) Establish benchmarks that tie City employee pay and pension hikes to the number of completed and verified sidewalk fixes within a given time frame (the sooner the fixes are done, the quicker and potentially greater the pay and pension hikes).

b) Enforce and prioritize developer mitigation funds towards sidewalk repairs whenever legally possible, with a focus on “sidewalks first” and a prevention from these funds from being diverted into the City General Fund.

c) Dedicating a sufficient amount of potential “Measure R-2 funds” for the City of Los Angeles to ensure the minimum (or greater) annual funding for the City to comply with its legal obligations to pay for the City’s sidewalk repairs.

Funding Motions

1. Funding Motion--Great Streets Challenge Grant Support 

Whereas, the Mar Vista Chamber of Commerce requests support from the Mar Vista Community Council Board of Directors for the Make It Mar Vista Small Business Saturday Community Event taking place on Saturday, November 28th, 2015, and

 

Whereas, the Mar Vista Chamber, along with several partner organizations, is honored to have been awarded one of the first-ever Great Streets Challenge Grants, and the Chamber feels a natural partnership with the MVCC as we work together to help realize the full potential of the Venice Blvd Great Street in Mar Vista, and

 

Whereas, there will be many aspects of the Make It Mar Vista event, and we are asking for this Board of Directors' support specifically for the Protected Bike Lane Pop-Up along Venice Blvd from Grand View to Wasatch, and

 

Whereas, this temporary switch of the Bike Lane and the Parking Lane along this stretch of the Great Street will require coordination with City and CalTrans officials and engineers, and will also require funding for (temporary) lane markers, barricades and signage, construction of plantar boxes for use as lane barriers. 

 

Therefore, the Mar Vista Community Council will authorize a contribution of $333.00 to help make this project a reality, with the understanding that this amount will not fund this project in full, and that the Mar Vista Chamber of Commerce is also reaching out to other sources for contributions.

VII.    Discussion of Items Not on the Agenda
 
VIII.   Adjournment 
*in compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at http://www.marvista.org or at the scheduled meeting.  In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact secretary@marvista.org.

**As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities.  Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices, or any auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting chair@marvista.org.
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