MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

July 20, 2016


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, July 20, 2016 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and Officer Paul Ramlo (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the May 18, 2016 meeting. 

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
Old Business -       


Item #1:  Following up on a continuing problem of vehicles illegally using the right-hand northbound traffic lane at the north end of the Overland Ave. bridge over the 10 Fwy as a second right-turn lane to access the westbound 10 Fwy offramp, Rudy G. said he studied a suggestion made at the May 18th meeting to place a sign at the traffic signal on the south end of the bridge to detail the correct use of the northbound right lanes.  He concluded there is no need for more signs, that the present configuration of the lanes is clear and understandable, and noted that the pedestrian crosswalk is not much used.  Officer Ramlo said he has cited many drivers for illegal right turns from the northbound traffic lane to the ramp access, and most admitted they knew it was wrong but did it anyway.  He did a survey, saw that most drivers made the illegal turn carefully, and feels this is not presently a serious traffic hazard.  (The only “cure” would be to restore the previously eliminated second right-turn lane.)  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]   

Item #2:  Reporting on the progress of a study on a request to convert the intersection of Ocean View Ave. and Charnock Rd. to an all-way STOP by adding STOP signs on Charnock at the east and west sides of Ocean View, Rudy G. said the study has been assigned but has not yet been completed.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
New Business -    


Item #1:  Discussing a stakekholder’s request for installation of a flashing lights crosswalk across Washington Place from the corner of either Marcasel Ave. or East Blvd., to accommodate pedestrians who walk in the “Oval,” Rudy G. noted that there are traffic signals with crosswalks at McLaughlin and Inglewood, each only a block away from the requested crosswalk locations.  However he will conduct a study to determine the volume of pedestrians trying to cross Washington at Marcasel Ave. and at East Blvd.   [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]  


Item #2:  Preparing for discussion of a complaint from a stakeholder who lives on the corner of Marco Pl. and Maplewood Ave. that cars travel on Marco at a high rate of speed and blow through the STOP sign on Marco at Maplewood (the only STOP sign between Beethoven St. and Walgrove Ave.), who also asked for more STOP signs or speed humps to slow traffic, Officer Ramlo said he did a one-hour survey on Monday, July 18 and observed about a two dozen westbound drivers doing “California stops” but traffic volume was low.  When several nearby schools reopen after the summer vacation, he will do another survey because traffic volume will then increase on Marco.  [Tabled for LADOT & LAPD follow-up reports at the next meeting.]


Item #3:  The stakeholder who lives at Marco & Maplewood also cited a problem for left turns from Marco Pl. onto Walgrove Ave., where the red curb zone on the southeast corner of Walgrove is so short that parked cars obstruct the view of northbound oncoming traffic.  He suggested extending that red “no parking” zone further south to increase visibility for drivers turning left from Marco onto Walgrove and Rudy G. said a study will be done.  Officer Ramlo has also observed the corner in question and agreed there is a visibility problem making left turns risky.  [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
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Item #4:  A stakeholder who lives on Redwood Ave. complained about large RVs parking in her neighborhood around Mark Twain Middle School with people living in the vehicles creating noise, trash and 

unpleasant odors, and although some do move after 72 hours, she would like signs posted for “no overnight parking” or “no parking for large vehicles or trailers.”   Len N. said that a Petition and Council approval are required before “no overnight parking for oversize/large vehicles” can be posted by LADOT.    [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  

Item #1:  Re: whether two businesses, a Tate Cookie dealership and a car dealership -- both operating on Bledsoe Ave. and storing/parking their business vehicles on this residential street and preventing residents from using the parking spaces -- are operating under proper business licenses, Len N. reported that he has not been able to continue checking this issue due to tree trimming in progress on this street with “no parking” signs posted, but he will return to continue his investigation when Street Services completes its tree trimming work.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: complaints from residents that without prior notice to them, three large telephone poles were installed by AT&T close to private property lines an alley in the 3000 block of Stoner Ave. between Barrington and Stoner north of Navy St., Len N. checked with AT&T and the Bureau of Engineering and found that AT&T has an annual utility permit to install work in a public right of way which exempts them from giving property owners specific notice of such installations.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
New Business – 


Item #1:  Acting on a stakeholder’s complaint that drivers run S TOP signs on Lucille Ave. between Beethoven and Walgrove, where there are three STOP signs to slow and stop traffic next to two schools and a child care center, Officer Ramlo said he will open a complaint to conduct survey and enforcement action when the schools reopen in the fall.  [Tabled for a further LAPD report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: a stakeholder’s concern about criminal activity/drug dealing at a Greenwood Ave. residence, Officer Ramlo said LAPD is looking into this matter.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #3:  Re: a complaint by a stakeholder about a junk sorting/scrap metal business operating on the street at Wade St. and Pacific Ave. with noise, trash and excessive use of parking spaces, and a request by neighbors for enforcement for any legal violations this creates, Len N. said he will check this out and report back at or before the next meeting.  [Tabled for a CD11 report at the next meeting,] 

Item #4:  Re: a request to trim thick branches which completely hide a Barry Ave. street sign on the southwest corner of the intersection of Barry Ave./Victoria, Len N. spoke with Urban Forestry which said this is not a vital traffic sign and emergency trimming is not needed.  However, Len will try to get trimming done to benefit Victoria eastbound drivers.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.] 

Item #5:  Acting on a report from a stakeholder that a large RV (CA license 1HDN996) parks for weeks at a time on Palms Blvd. in the vicinity of Maplewood and Ashwood and currently is parked near those streets on Appleton Way, Officer Ramlo said he will try to contact the owner and advise of the 72-hour parking limit on those residential streets.  [Tabled for further LAPD report at the next meeting.]  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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