MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

March 16, 2016


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and Officer Paul Ramlo (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the January 20, 2016 meeting. 

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
Old Business -       


Item #1:  In a February 9, 2016 e-mail message, Rudy G. confirmed that all work orders have been completed re: the installation of revised traffic control signs on streets around the Mar Vista Farmers Market, changing Sunday enforcement times from 7 AM-4 PM to instead read 7 AM-5 PM.  [No further action by this Committee.]   

Item #2:  In a follow-up report on a study re: a request for a left-turn signal with sensor for traffic heading west on National Blvd. and turning left on Barrington Ave., Rudy G. said this may be delayed for some time (maybe as long as two years) because the LADOT Survey Section has a lengthy list for studies ahead of this one, and when it finally does come up it will require a plan for the study, then a signal plan from the Traffic Section, and then funding must be provided to complete an installation if it is finally approved.  If the study is done and is positive for the requested signal, the process will then continue after about 6 months.  [No further action by this Committee at this time, pending further status report on a scheduled study date.]    


Item #3:  Following up for LADOT re: fixing the continuing problem at the National/Overland onramp to the eastbound 10 Fwy, where vehicles southbound on Overland are blocked from turning left onto the onramp by stopped northbound vehicles, Rudy G. reported that a second “Do Not Block Intersection” sign was installed on January 21st at the limit line for northbound traffic on the south side of the onramp entrance.

Reporting on continuing LAPD activity at this location, Officer Ramlo said that after the second left-turn lane to the onramp for westbound 10 Fwy on the north side of the bridge was removed, many vehicles continued to illegally use the northbound right lane for turning onto the onramp anyway.  This backed up regular right lane northbound traffic across the bridge and across the onramp for the east 10 Fwy, blocking the onramp entrance.  The problem is so profuse and persistent that enforcement by several officers had little or no impact over a 2-week period, but enforcement is continuing.  However, Officer Ramlo will mark this location as “periodic” and it will be revisited as time and staffing permit.  [Tabled for LAPD follow-up at the next meeting, to determine whether conditions have improved by that time.]           
Item #4:  In a follow-up e-mail message dated February 11, 2016, Rudy G. confirmed that the illegal signs installed by the Post Office in the City’s alley next to the P.O. building, banning vehicles from exiting the parking lot onto Grand View Blvd., have been removed, but markings painted on the pavement are still in place, pending eventual removal by a City contractor.  [No further action by this Committee.]                

Item #5:  Re: a request to replace vandalized one-way signs along the alley between Mountain View Ave. and Inglewood Blvd., replacement and maintenance work continue and LADOT is working with law enforcement to prevent further vandalizing.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
New Business –


Item #1:  Re: property owner complaints about three large telephone poles erected in the 3000 block of Stoner Ave. in the alley between Barrington and Stoner north of Navy St., Rudy G. and Len N. have no information as to the owner of these poles.  Len N. will research whether permits were granted, to whom and for what purpose, and will advise at the next meeting.  [Tabled for CD11 report at the next meeting.]    
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Item #2:  LADOT has completed an engineering study for and authorized installation of an all-way STOP sign at the intersection of Lyceum Ave. and Zanja St., as a safety measure for both vehicles and pedestrians.  A March 15th e-mail message from Mo Blorfroshan, West District Office Sr. Engineer, confirmed that this installation was to be completed on Thursday, March 17th.  [No further action by this Committee.]         

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  

Item #1:  Re: whether two businesses, a Tate Cookie dealership and a car dealership, operating on Bledsoe Ave. and storing/parking their many business vehicles on this residential street and thus preventing residents from using the parking spaces, are operating under business licenses, Len N. reported that he has referred the question of existing operating permits/licenses to an inspector at the Dept. of Building & Safety but has not yet received a response.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: a request to install handicap “sloped curbs” at all four corners of Morningside Way and Rose Ave. which Len N. sent to Bureau of Street Services, Len reported that he talked to Street Services and asked that this location be added to the list to repair sidewalks under the ADA settlement.  He also sent the information to the Dept. of Disability because there is apparently some disagreement a to how this request should be handled.  [Tabled for a further CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Re: a request from a stakeholder for regularly scheduled street cleaning on the south side of Palms Blvd. across from Mar Vista Park, Len N. said that Street Services needs to add employees in order to schedule regular cleaning on that side of Palms Blvd., but instead is losing some drivers due to retirement, and due to mandated cost cuts cannot currently add employees or establish new routes.  Meanwhile Len will continue to work with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Adrian Acosta to keep vehicles from parking and dumping trash despite the presence of signs limiting parking of oversize vehicles and no parking at certain hours, and he said there has been some success in removing illegal parkers from this area.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #4:  Re: a request for help with speeding on Rose Ave. from Walgrove Ave. to Morningside Way, Officer Ramlo submitted an e-mail dated Feb. 25th saying he had completed his investigation, there was no speed problem, the speed survey showed average speed of 23.59 MPH in this 25 MPH zone, and each time he went there he did not observe any speeders.  [No further action by this Committee.]   

New Business – 

No items of new business were received for this Agenda.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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