MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

January 20, 2016


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer),  Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and Officer Paul Ramlo (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the November 18, 2015 meeting. 

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
Old Business -       


Item #1:  Continuing follow-up re: business and resident complaints about the traffic control signs installed by LADOT on streets adjacent to the Sunday Mar Vista Farmers Market, Rudy G. reported that changing signs from “7AM-4PM” to read “7AM-5PM” to show the time on Sunday when parking and other traffic control measures apply, and removing other signs which no longer apply, is almost complete at this time, except for two remaining work orders which he is checking with the West LA Yard to determine if they are delayed or are done but just have not been verified.   [Tabled for a final LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: a Petition offered to Keeshen Ave. residents for installation of a “No Left Turn” sign on Pacific Ave. at Keeshen, to prevent cut-thru traffic from using their street as a shortcut to bypass weekday afternoon commuter back-ups on Inglewood Blvd., Rudy G. reported that the Petition signed by 70% of the residents has not been received. (Note: A previous contact with the resident stakeholder in charge of getting the Petition signed revealed that the residents were split on approving the sign installation because it would also prevent them from turning left into their own street, but no further information has been received.)  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  

Item #3:  Rudy G. reported in a January 12, 2016 e-mail that the request to change a 2-way STOP at Stoner Ave. and Navy St. to an all-way STOP (to mitigate Barrington Ave. cut-thru traffic south of National Blvd. from turning off on Navy and speeding south on residential Stoner) was studied, but was denied because the engineering review and supporting data failed to satisfy any LADOT guidelines for installation of an all-way STOP control at this intersection.  The study also included analysis of LAPD records that did not reveal any operational issue associated with lack of STOP sign control at this intersection.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #4:  Re: a stakeholder’s request for a left-turn signal with sensor for traffic heading west on National Blvd. and turning left on Barrington -- to relieve back-up caused by cut-thru traffic off the 405 and 10 freeways -- Rudy G. said he is still doing a study for this installation and has received no response from  the stakeholder as to Rudy’s warning that an easy left-turn  with a signal could encourage further cut-thru traffic on Barrington.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.]               

Item #5:  Re: a request to fix a problem at the National/Overland on-ramp to the east 10 Fwy, where vehicles southbound on Overland are blocked from turning left onto the on-ramp  by vehicles traveling north on Overland, Rudy G. said he is still working on the additional “Do Not Block Intersection” sign which LADOT will post on the right near side of the on-ramp.  LAPD Officer Ramlo said that Officer Perez is still actively working on the blockage issue at the on-ramp entrance, enforcing the posted “Do Not Block” sign at peak times by giving out citations (tickets) to drivers disobeying the sign.  [Tabled for further LADOT and LAPD reports at the next meeting.] 
Item #6:  Stakeholders at 3839 (Juan Ramos) and 3828 (Barbara Baird) Bledsoe Ave. complained about two businesses (a Tate cookie dealership and a car dealership) parking their many commercial vehicles on Bledsoe Ave., preventing residents from parking.   This was found to be a matter for BOSS, not LADOT, and it was referred to Len N. to determine whether these two businesses have business licenses.  For a follow-up report:  See Other Agenda, Old Business Item #2 below.   [No further action for LADOT.]
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Item #7:  A stakeholder’s request for installation of handicap “sloped curbs” at all four corners of Morningside Way and Rose Ave. was determined to be a matter for Street Services, not LADOT, and it was  referred to Len N. for processing through the BOSS.  For a follow-up report:  See Other Agenda, Old Business Item #3 below. [No further action for LADOT.] 

Item #8:  Following up on recently installed signs in the Mar Vista Post Office alley that banned vehicles from exiting the P.O. parking lot onto Grand View Blvd., Rudy G. reported that an LADOT engineer visited the Post Office to determine the origin of the signs, and Len N. said it has been confirmed that the Post Office installed the pavement markings and signson the City’s alley right-of-way.  Rudy sent out work orders to the Yard on Jan. 20th to remove the painted one-way arrows and the “No Exit” sign from the City’s alley.   [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]   


Item #9:  In an e-mailed follow-up report re: a request to paint “Keep Clear” on the pavement in front of the one-way alley north of Venice Blvd. where it exits onto Inglewood Blvd., Rudy G. said this request has been denied.  An engineer field-checked the location during morning commuter time on Dec. 1st and did not see any blockage.  Rudy also said that in any case, LADOT does not use “Keep Clear” pavement markings at alleys, as they may be blocked for short intervals during the day but not so significantly as to warrant the pavement markings.  [No further action by this Committee.]  

Item #10:  Re:  a request to replace vandalized one-way signs along the alley between Mountain View Ave. and Inglewood Blvd., Rudy G. said the investigation is complete and he released work orders to Field Crews this morning (Jan. 20th) to replace damaged signs and he will work on vandalizing of signs through law enforcement.  [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

New Business – 


Item #1:  Re: a stakeholder’s request for a left-turn signal at Palms Blvd. and Sawtelle Blvd. for drivers southbound on Sawtelle to turn left to go east on Palms, an LADOT traffic control  report dated Oct. 15, 2015 authorized theinstallation of this protected/permissive left-turn signal is justified to promote safe and orderly movement of traffic at this intersection.  However, Rudy said there is no funding available for the work at this time, as all LADOT projects have already been funded for this fiscal year that ends 6/30/16. Len N. said he will talk to the Budget Team to see if this project can be submitted for the new fiscal year which begins July 1, 2016.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]      

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Re: an ongoing request for an LAPD report on enforcement underway to control speeding, backups and gridlock issues during afternoon commuter rush hour traffic on Walgrove/23rd St. from Palms Blvd. to Santa Monica Airport, LAPD Officer Ramlo said he conducted a survey on 12-14-15 and again on 01-04-16.  He also had a speed trailer put out for 24 hours, and at that time the speed on Walgrove averaged about 25 MPH, which is the posted speed limit.  He will have to close out this complaint because CTSU has a 30-day limit on active investigation of requests in order to survey actions needed and to take appropriate enforcement actions, after which it is referred to local patrols for continued enforcement, and CTSU periodically revisits the location.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #2:  Stakeholders at 3839 (Juan Ramos) and 3828 (Barbara Baird) Bledsoe Ave. complained that two businesses, a Tate cookie dealership located in a residence on the street and a car dealership run out of an apartment at the corner of Bledsoe and Venice, were parking their commercial vehicles on this residential street in spaces intended for the homeowners.  Rudy G. said it should be determined if they have a license for their operations because business owners running businesses on public streets must have business licenses.  This task was referred to CD11’s Len N. with details e-mailed to him immediately after the Nov. 2015 meeting, which he had left early.  However, at this Jan. 20th meeting he said he had not yet looked at the requested investigation.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.] 
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Item #3:  A request to install handicap “sloped curbs” at all four corners of Morninside Way and Rose Ave. was mistakenly made to LADOT and then referred to CD11’s Len N. for processing through BOSS.  Len talked to Street Services and asked to add this location to the list to repair sidewalks under the ADA settlement.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  Responding to a request from a stakeholder who lives on the south side of Palms Blvd. across from Mar Vista Park for regular street cleaning because trash from the park collects there, Len N. said hiring is needed to add employees to do Street Services jobs in order to schedule regular cleaning on the south side of Palms Blvd.   Meanwhile, Len will work with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Adrian Acosta to keep vehicles from parking and dumping trash despite the presence of signs limiting parking of oversize vehicles and no parking at certain hours.   [Tabled for a CD11follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
New Business –


Item #1:  Re: a stakeholder complaint about “too many big oversize trucks” on Rose Ave. between Beethoven St. and Walgrove Ave., Officer Ramlo said that it is a public street and if these trucks have some business on that street, they are allowed to travel on it.  (The complaint is vague, as it does not identify the trucks and refers to lack of enforcement in compliance with signs, but does not identify location of any posted signs banning vehicles over a certain weight.)   [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 


Item #2:  Responding to a request for help with speeding on Rose Ave. between Walgrove and Palms Blvd., Officer Ramlo will open a complaint on and do an evaluation of speeding.   However, as to the request for a speed trailer placed between Walgrove and Morningside Way for 5 days, he will only do it for one 24-hour period and will first determine the best location for the trailer.  (Note:  In discussion, some doubts were expressed re: claims of speeding on Rose Ave., because speed humps are installed all the way from/between Walgrove to Palms Blvd..)  [Tabled for LAPD follow-up at the next meeting.]   


Item #3:  Re: a request for ticketing of construction trucks blocking traffic at the 13213 Rose Ave. construction site, Officer Ramlo said if these trucks need more parking, they can extend their Transportation Department permit and install signs allowing parking during construction, but ticketing is not an acceptable response to this request.   [No further action by this Committee at this time.]

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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