Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         November 19, 2014 at 10:00 a.m.

West Los Angeles Office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025


AGENDA


Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of September 17, 2014 meeting. 

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Sept. 17th Meeting:   

Item #1:  Report from Rudy Guevara on further results of LADOT’s proposed studies of stakeholder requests for traffic mitigation in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave.  Reporting on part (b), confirming approval of an all-way STOP for the Stoner Ave. and Radio Dr. intersection and reporting progress on installation. 

A separate report from Rudy Guevara re: part (c), on a study about replacing the request for a crosswalk at Stoner and Brookhaven (not justified by pedestrian traffic volume at that location), and instead changing the Stoner Ave. 2-way STOP to a Stoner/Brookhaven all-way STOP.  Plus a report from LAPD on the results from its speed trailer ordered placed at the location.  [LADOT & LAPD]  
 
Item #2:  Report from Rudy Guevara on whether he now has information about p.m. rush hour traffic on Palms Blvd. east of Sepulveda, pursuant to a stakeholder’s request for a “Do Not Block” sign at the shopping center driveway exit located next to 11101 Palms Blvd. to prevent traffic on Palms from blocking vehicles trying to exit the driveway, and whether an appropriate sign will be installed.  [LADOT] 


Item #3:  Report from Rudy Guevara re: business and residents complaints about the signs installed by LADOT in accordance with a BOSS permit on streets adjacent to the Mar Vista Farmers Market, banning turns, parking and access to those streets on Sunday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., as to what progress is being made to remove all unnecessary and conflicting signage and to replace certain signs with a change of time from 7-4 to 7-5.  It has been noted that some signs which should already have been removed are still in place, such as the No Turn arrow signs at the corner of Centinela and Pacific, a Road Closed to Thru Traffic sign with no day/time specified on Grand View Blvd. between Washington Pl. and Mitchell, and other similar mistakes. [LADOT & CD11]

New Business – Items for Discussion:  

 
Item #1:  Stakeholder requests that the 2-way STOP on WestminsterAve. at Wasatch Ave. be changed to an all-way STOP, with STOP signs on both streets at this intersection for safety reasons.  Wasatch (running north/south) doglegs at Westminster so the STOP signs on Westminster are set back further from the intersection than normal, and the setback on eastbound Westminster results in drivers’ blocked visibility of Wasatch northbound traffic due to trees/bushes and parked cars.  This creates a serious danger on an ongoing daily basis, especially for the northbound drivers on Wasatch who are proceeding at full speed through the intersection and are not seen until the last minute.  [LADOT] 


Item #2:  Stakeholder who lives on Palms Blvd. near Butler requests a stop sign on both sides of Palms at Butler to help slow excessive speeding (“like a ¼ mile drag strip”) of vehicles next to Mar Vista Park between McLaughlin and Sawtelle.  It would help to also paint a crosswalk at that location, as many families with children have no place to cross to and from the park.  LAPD monitoring and enforcement of the speed limit in this stretch would also be in order.   [LADOT & LAPD]   
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Item #3:  The green school crosswalk sign for the painted crosswalk on Palms Blvd. at Federal Ave., posted on the southwest corner of Palms and Federal facing eastbound Palms Blvd. traffic, is completely covered by a tree branch and not visible to vehicles approaching the crosswalk.  The tree branch must be removed for safety reasons, to restore visibility of the sign from a safe-stopping distance.  [LADOT & CD11] 
Other Agenda Items: 
Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Sept. 17thth Meeting:


Item #1:  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen re: his request to Caltrans to fix deep curbside potholes at the westbound bus stop on the northwest corner at the Venice Blvd. and Beethoven St. intersection, which were not repaired by Caltrans when it repaved Venice Blvd.   It looks as though some repairs may have been made with tar/slurry material, but whether by Caltrans or Street Services (or maybe even by the bus company) is unknown.  [CD11] 

Item #2:  Updated report from Len Nguyen on the current status of the “Pothole Blitz” repairs, and whether the “Blitz” is still on hold or is now being serviced by BOSS  [CD11] 

Item #3:  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen on current status of pavement repairs by Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry at 12600 and 12607 Rose Ave. where tree roots have grown through the pavement, creating a “speed bump” which often causes trucks crossing the raised pavement to throw their cargo onto the street.  Stakeholder has reported this causes horrific noise and possible damage to parked cars, endangers pedestrians and needs to be fixed on a priority basis.  [CD11]   

 
Item #4:  Follow-up reports from LAPD and CD11 as to current enforcement activities and further contacts with administrators at Mar Vista Elementary School to work on solutions to a serious safety issue involving drivers who drop off and pick up children at the school in the morning and afternoon and park on crosswalks, in an intersection, in red zones, and double and triple park, presenting safety hazards for children getting out of or into cars at Stoner and Federal Avenues school.  [LAPD & CD11] 

Item #5:  Update report by Len Nguyen re: a request by the Pacific Condominium Assoc. for repairs to the alley from Wade to Beethoven Sts. behind 12731 Pacific Ave., where severe deterioration of the paving creates hazards to residents’ cars and personal danger while walking to their units, and whether the patching has been done or the location is still on the waiting list for BOSS attention.  [CD11] 

New Business – Items for Discussion: 


Item #1:  Stakeholder asks for change in traffic direction at a small strip mall (Piece of Pizza, liquor store, hair salon, dry cleaners) located at the southwest corner of McLaughlin Ave. and Venice next to East Blvd.  Vehicles can enter and exit in either direction at a busy signal light for traffic moving north and south, and though parking stalls face one way cars come in and out in both directions through a driveway only one car wide and park on any vacant piece of blacktop.  Stakeholder’s goal is to limit entry from McLaughlin only and exit onto East Blvd. only.   Because this is on private property, it is not an LADOT or LAPD issue and will require contact with the property owners to ask them to change the entry and exit signs and hopefully cure the safety problem (if the drivers/customers choose to cooperate.)  [CD11] 


Item #2:  A stakeholder is concerned about the posted speed limit along Venice Blvd. through the center of Mar Vista.  While Venice is posted at 35 MPH through the commercial district east of the 405 Fwy, west of the 405 it remains 40 MPH through “downtown Mar Vista” and the busy Centinela intersection, all the way to Walgrove.  The stakeholder understands Venice is a state highway, but a 40 MPH highway running through a commercial center area filled with pedestrians, bicyclists and commuting students seems like an accident waiting to happen.  Her request is to investigate whether anything can be negotiated with Caltrans to mitigate this dangerous situation.  [CD11]
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Item #3:  The MVCC Zone 6 Director has asked for help with traffic safety and mitigations along Walgrove Ave. and 23rd St. between Palms Blvd. and Ocean Park Blvd., where there has been a recent increase in accidents, worsening back-up traffic and gridlock during afternoon rush hour (3-8 pm), and speeding on the curves.  [CD11 & LAPD]   

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 10:00 a.m., at Council District 11 West Los Angeles Office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

