MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

July 15, 2015


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer) and Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy) and CD11 intern Robert Tran.  Officer Martin Barocio (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU) was not present due an assignment that day to a “special detail” with his LAPD unit.  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the May 20, 2015 meeting. 

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business - 
Item #1:  Re: the one remaining request for North Westdale traffic mitigation measures, installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection, Rudy G. reported that final work orders were issued on April 19th to install signs and pavement markings.  However, on the morning of this meeting he saw that the work still had not been done, so he contacted the Yard supervisor and assigned immediate priority to expedite completing the installation.  Four days later, on July 19th, Linda G. received the following e-mail “thank-you” from stakeholder Janet Brown:  “There is now a three-way stop at Stoner and Radio (and even if people don’t always stop, they usually slow down).  This is a great achievement for all (children playing, adults walking, dogs, drivers).”    [No further action by this Committee.]       

Item #2:  Continuing follow-up re: business and resident complaints about the traffic control signs installed by LADOT on streets adjacent to the Sunday Mar Vista Farmers Market, Rudy G. reported that his supervisor, Mo Blorfroshan, has now reassigned the processing of work orders to replace certain signs -- to change the Sunday effective times from “7AM-4PM” to read “7AM-5PM”-- to LADOT’s Brandon Wilson.    [Tabled for an updated LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Rudy G. reported that the study of a request to change the 2-way STOP on Westminster Ave. at Wasatch Ave. to an all-way STOP, to mitigate safety issues caused by a visibility problem in the street design, was approved and was authorized on April 15, and work orders went to the Yard on April 16th.  However, although red curbs were painted by April 21, signs and pavement markings work was still not done before this meeting, so Rudy G. asked the Yard supervisor to expedite completion of the project.  A July 21st e-mail message to Linda G. from Rudy G. advises that the Yard now confirms completion of this installation.   [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #4:  Responding to a resident’s contention that Frances Ave. south of Venice Blvd. had become a “dangerous speedway” due to the lack of any STOP signs between Pacific Ave. and Washington Pl., Rudy G. reported at the May 20th meeting that LADOT would conduct a study to put STOP signs, red curbs and pavement markings on Frances at Caswell Ave., creating all-way STOP control at this intersection.  The DOT study was done, found that the proposed installation was justified, authorized it, and work orders were issued on July 12th.   The installation was completed on July 20th.  [No further action by this Committee.]   

New Business – 

Item #1:  Rudy G. reported that he will conduct a study re: a request to install STOP signs on Victoria Ave. where it crosses Barry Ave., creating an all-way STOP at this intersection.  The stakeholder who requested this installation reported that visibility problems prevent drivers stopped at the north/south Barry Ave. STOP signs from seeing traffic crossing Barry on Victoria until after they have already entered the intersection, creating serious safety issues.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]  

Item #2:  Re: a request to trim trees that obstruct visibility of the 25MPH signs on Rose Ave. between Walgrove Ave. and Morningside Dr., Rudy G. said Street Services, not LADOT, does that work, but if the stakeholder sends him a list of the addresses where this occurs, he will forward it to Street Services.  Or, the list can be e-mailed direct to bss.boss@lacity.org.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]
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Item #3:  Rudy G. reported that a stakeholder request to add a left-turn signal to the traffic signal at the Rose Ave./Walgrove Ave. intersection, for left turns from westbound Rose to southbound Walgrove, has been denied.  He said that the LADOT engineer who looked at the location found there is no space for a left-turn pocket to permit such an installation.  The engineer contacted the stakeholder to explain his denial.   [No further action by this Committee.] 


Notice:   It was announced during this meeting that McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Herbert St. is scheduled for re-surfacing to remove tree root bumps and other problems which affect driving and parking on this street.  No date was given for this project, but it will undoubtedly cause major traffic disruptions for the duration of the roadwork, so watch for signs and directions in the near future.  

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Following up on his many requests to Caltrans to fix deep potholes, ruts and curb damage at the westbound bus stop on the northwest corner of Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St., Len N. reported that Caltrans has now spread some asphalt on the bus pad, but it is very rough and he has put in a new request to smooth out the area.   [Tabled for CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
Item #2:  Re: stakeholder-requested pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 and at 12574 and 12601 Rose Ave., where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, Len N. reported that the new fiscal year budget effective July 1st includes funding for potholes and resurfacing street repairs, but not for the “small asphalt repair” category, the category for the Rose Ave. pavement repairs.    [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  

Item #3:  Re: a request from the Pacific Condominium Assoc. for the alley from Wade to Beethoven behind 12731 Pacific Ave. to be resurfaced due to severe pavement deterioration, Len N. said the worst potholes have been filled, but bigger areas, in the “small asphalt repair” category, will not be funded under the new fiscal year budget effective July 1st.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 


Item #4:  Len N. reported that re: his investigation about lack of signs needed at a small strip mall at the southwest corner of McLaughlin on Venice next to East Blvd., to limit entry from McLaughlin only and exit onto East Blvd. only to mitigate traffic safety problems, he has still been unable to make contact with the owner of the property and continues trying to track him/her/it down.  [Tabled for CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.]

Item #7:  Re: a stakeholder’s concern about the 40 MPH speed limit on Venice Blvd. through Mar Vista’s “downtown” commercial center, Len N. has asked Caltrans for data to explain why the speed limit on Venice Blvd. through “downtown” Mar Vista is 40MPH when it is 35MPH east of Sepulveda Blvd. and west of Walgrove Ave.  Having received no response to his request, he then e-mailed Caltrans Transportation engineer Yunus Gahus, but is again still awaiting a reply.

Len theorized that the answer may rest in the present “speed survey” for Venice Blvd. in Mar Vista, whether or not it is current or may need updating to reduce the 40MPH speed limit.  When the “Great Streets” project community open house takes place on August 6th, including a streetscape proposal plan, there may be some improvements that will reduce the speed limit and/or have traffic-calming effects.   [Tabled for CD11 follow-up at the next meeting.] 

New Business –

Item #1:  Request for LAPD to monitor traffic on Rose Ave. hill between Morningside Dr. and Walgrove Ave. to warn and/or cite drivers for speeding was not addressed due to the absence of LAPD Officer Barocio from this meeting.  However, Linda G. sent Officer B. an e-mail calling attention to this item and asking him to indicate by return e-mail what LAPD action we may expect to be taken in response to this request.  [Tabled for LAPD follow-up at the next meeting.] 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
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The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 16, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair






Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee





July 23, 2015

