MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

September 17, 2014


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, September 17, 2014 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet, and approved the Minutes of the July 16, 2014 meeting.

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business - 
Item #1:  Rudy G. reported that studies have been completed on two requests for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave. with the following results:

As to request part (a) for conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at the intersection of Granville and Brookhaven Ave., Rudy G. reported that the engineering review and supporting data failed to satisfy any LADOT guidelines for an all-way STOP sign control at this intersection and it cannot be justified at this time.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]

As to request part (b) for installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection, Rudy reported that the LADOT study has been completed but not finalized pending his further review of some findings; however, Rudy said his preliminary findings indicate that the all-way STOP control at this intersection will be approved following his further review and then signed off by management.

As to request part (c) for installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven, due to an equipment shortage, LAPD has not yet put a speed trailer at Stoner and Brookhaven to record volume and speed of traffic in both directions for a 24-hour period, but will do so as soon as a speed trailer is available. The speed-trailer survey will be done to aid LAPD with controlling speeding at this location but not to provide data for an LADOT study of the need for a crosswalk.  Rudy G. reported that there is not enough pedestrian volume to justify a crosswalk at this location, but he will instead initiate a study to change the Stoner Ave. 2-way STOP to a Stoner-Brookhaven all-way STOP, and will report his progress at the next meeting.  [Tabled for LADOT and LAPD reports at the next meeting.]   
Item #2:  Re: a request from stakeholder Richard Leib for a “Do Not Block” sign on Palms Blvd. at the driveway exit from Trader Joe’s/CVS shopping center, located next to a curb-parking space at 11101 Palms Blvd., stakeholder has reported that the worst congestion is between 4:30 PM-7 PM (rush hour), and the “Keep Clear” sign should be in front of the driveway exit on Palms between 11101 Palms and a group of stores just to the west.  Rudy G. said he will send someone during the rush hour, around 5 PM, to observe and gather information as to installing a sign. [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting] 
 
Item #3: Re: a request to repaint the white lines for the 4-way STOP at the intersection of Indianapolis and Stoner Ave. and to make the STOP signs more visible to the many drivers who only slow down to turn but fail to stop, Rudy G. reported that because some work was contracted out, limit lines have been marked out but final striping is not finished – some done, some not, like the yellow crosswalk on one side of Stoner.  Rudy has asked the Yard supervisor when completion is expected.  As to painting “Stop Ahead” on the pavement, this is only done when there is a visibility issue at the STOP sign.  Officer Joe Pollack said LAPD officers will continue to monitor this intersection for drivers who fail to obey the STOP signs.  [Tabled for follow-up reports from LADOT and LAPD at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  Re: LADOT response to business’ and residents’ complaints about a large number of signs recently installed on streets adjacent to the Mar Vista Farmers Market, such as No Turn, No Parking, Road Closed Ahead, Local Traffic Only for 7am to 4pm on Sundays, which block Vineyard Fellowship churchgoers and customers from their parking lot and prevent residents on Pacific Ave. on both sides of Grand View Blvd. and on Grand View between the Market and Mitchell Ave. from driving to and/or parking 
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in front of their homes, Rudy G. reported that LADOT is preparing work orders to make changes in the signage.  Some signs will be removed and some new signs are being manufactured to change 7PM-4PM on the signs to 7PM-5PM at the request of the Farmers Market administrators.  It is unclear which signs will be removed, when that will occur, and whether it will have to wait while new signs are being made and posted..  Len N. asked Rudy to immediately provide a change map and specifications for CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin’s review.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at or before the next meeting.]

New Business – 

Item #1:  Responding to stakeholder concerns about possible increase in traffic on Mar Vista streets due to the opening of the 45-building, 696-unit Lincoln Place apartment complex at 1050 Frederick St. in Venice, Rudy G. said that LADOT Planning has analyzed the matter and found that because the complex is actually a replacement project, traffic impact will be about the same as the previous apartment residence occupancy and no new plan is required.  Please note: all similar reviews for properties and construction projects will be now be handled by LADOT’s Westchester Office Planning Section.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Re:  overdue repairs to deep curbside potholes and curb damage at the westbound bus stop on the northwest corner of Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St., Len N. previously requested that Caltrans repave the damaged area, but it appears no work has been done.  Len will make the request to Caltrans again and ask if BOSS can step in to do the work.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting]

Item #2:  Len N. reported that the CD11 “Pothole Blitz” project, is temporarily on hold because of lack of personnel, and therefore he will transfer the “Blitz” list to the Bureau of Street Services (BOSS) Pothole List for action.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Len Nguyen previously reported that to make pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 Rose Ave. (and at 12574 and 12601), where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, he had ordered the Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry units to grind down the roots and repave the roadway, but the root work was never done and subsequently the street was slurry-paved on top of the roots.  Stakeholders report that the raised pavement is a hazard to parked cars and pedestrians when trucks hit the bumps at normal speed and throw their cargo into the street.   Len will again contact Urban Forestry and Street Services to do the root work and repaving on a priority basis. [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #4:  Re: unsafe driving and parking by parents dropping off and picking up children at Mar Vista Elementary School, a nearby stakeholder reports that the situation had not changed for the better when school reopened in September despite previous ticketing and warnings to the parents (who complained they were being “harassed” by police).  Officer Joe Pollack reported that both LAPD and LADOT Parking Enforcement have now returned to the school to continue enforcement procedures.  Officer Pollack went to the school administration office and advised them to send a “blast” e-mail to all parents that LAPD and LADOT will be enforcing parking and traffic laws and ticketing offenders, and he said there has been some improvement in driver behavior in the week since the e-mail was sent.  Len N. will also go back to talk again with the school administration about the problem and safety hazards for the children. [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD follow-up reports at the next meeting.]

Item #5:  Responding to a request from the Pacific Condominium Assoc. for the alley from Wade to Beethoven behind 12731 Pacific Ave. to be resurfaced due to severe pavement deterioration which presents a hazard to cars and pedestrians, Mark Antonio Grant (CD11) said in an e-mail that City funding is not available for alley resurfacing, but he would ask the Street Maintenance coordinator to assure quality repairs are made to the alley potholes.  At this meeting, Len N. said that this location is still on the waiting list for alley resurfacing, for which some finds have been allotted, but he will ask if the “Blitz” team can do the 
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patches in this alley.   Len said the order of priority for alley repairs is:  #1 pothole repair; #2 patches; and #3 resurfacing.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]

New Business –

No new items were submitted.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 19, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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