Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         May 20, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.

West Los Angeles Office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025


AGENDA


Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of March 18, 2015 meeting. 

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the March 18th Meeting:   

Item #1:  A follow-up report from Rudy Guevara is needed re: the one remaining request for traffic mitigation in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave.   That final item, installation of a 3-way Stop at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection, requires a progress report from Rudy G. as to whether the signs and pavement markings have now been completed and if the installation is now fully functional.  [LADOT]     


Item #2:  An updated report from Rudy Guevara, re: complaints from businesses and residents about the many traffic control signs installed by LADOT on streets adjacent to the Mar Vista Farmers Market, as to whether all unnecessary signage has now been removed, and whether all the new signs changing enforcement time on Sundays from 7AM-4PM to 7AM-5PM have now been or will soon be installed.  [LADOT & CD11]  

 
Item #3:  A progress report from Rudy Guevara re: whether installation of the all-way STOP control at the intersection of Westminster Ave. at Wasatch Ave., which was requested and has now been authorized by the LADOT, has been completed, and if not, when it is expected to be done.  [LADOT] 


Item #4:  Per Rudy Guevara’s request to LAPD to monitor and enforce the speed limit on Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Sawtelle, where excessive speeding was reported by a stakeholder, LAPD Officer Martin Barocio has reported that a speed survey done by a speed trailer deployed on Palms Blvd. on March 26 and 27, 2015 resulted in average speeds slightly under 35MPH for a total of almost 21,000 vehicles on those two days.  However, it is requested that LAPD follow up this survey by continuing to deploy officers periodically to monitor traffic on Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Sawtelle in the time periods during which the survey indicated some vehicles were traveling faster than the average speeds recorded, to enforce the 35MPH speed limit and to warn or ticket offending drivers as needed.  [LADOT & LAPD]  

Item #5:  Follow-up report from Rudy Guevara concerning an investigation into a stakeholder’s assertion that Frances Ave. south of Venice Blvd. has become a dangerous speedway due to the absence of any stop signs between Pacific and Washington, with “non-locals using this stretch as a 60mph thruway every day,” that the “Frances/Caswell/Barbara/virtually 5-way intersection” is already an accident waiting to happen, and that some stop signs must be installed for the safety of motorists and pedestrians in this neighborhood.  At the March 18th meeting, Rudy G. said that LADOT would take a look at the reported problem and see what could be done.  [LADOT] 

New Business – Items for Discussion:

No new items were received.
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Other Agenda Items:

Old Business – Progress reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the March 18th Meeting:


Item #1:  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen re: his repeated requests to Caltrans to fix deep curbside potholes at the westbound bus stop on the northwest corner at the Venice Blvd. and Beethoven St. intersection, the part of the roadway that was not repaired by Caltrans when it recently repaved Venice Blvd.   [CD11] 

Item #2:  Updated report from Len Nguyen on the current status of the “Pothole Blitz” repairs now being serviced by Bureau of Street Services (BOSS) with neighborhood councils in Westside locations.  [CD11] 

Item #3:  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen on whether pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 and at 12574 and 12601 Rose Ave. where tree roots have grown through the pavement and create dangerous humps, will be scheduled and funded under “small asphalt repairs” by the Budget Team.   [CD11]   

 
Item #4:  Follow-up reports from LAPD and CD11 as to current enforcement activities and any recent contacts with administrators at Mar Vista Elementary School regarding safety issues involving drivers who drop off and pick up children at the school in the morning and afternoon and park on crosswalks, in an intersection, in red zones, and double and triple park, presenting safety hazards for children getting out of or into cars at the Mar Vista School.  Len Nguyen noted at the March 18th meeting that the problem seems to be worse at the afternoon pick-up time and asked for an officer to again observe and enforce at that time.  [LAPD & CD11] 

Item #5:  Follow-up report by Len Nguyen re: a request by the Pacific Condominium Assoc. for repairs to the alley from Wade to Beethoven Sts. behind 12731 Pacific Ave., as to whether the location is still on the “small asphalt repairs” waiting list and whether it is likely that category will be funded in the upcoming budget. [CD11] 

Item #6:  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen re: a request to install signs at a small strip mall at the southwest corner of McLaughlin on Venice next to East Blvd., limiting entry from McLaughlin only and exit onto East Blvd. only to mitigate a traffic safety problem, as to whether he has talked with the property owner about installing appropriate directional signs in this mall and what response he has received. [CD11] 


Item #7:  Further follow-up report from Len Nguyen re: his response to a stakeholder’s safety concerns about the 40 MPH speed limit on Venice Blvd. through Mar Vista’s commercial center, in which he looked at design changes under the current “Great Streets” project to slow cars and facilitate safe crossings for pedestrians.  At the March 18th meeting, Len said he would ask Caltrans for data to explain why the speed limit on Venice Blvd. through “downtown” Mar Vista is 40MPH (between Sepulveda and Walgrove) when it is 35MPH east of Sepulveda Blvd. and west of Walgrove Ave., and would report Caltrans’ response.  [CD11] 
New Business – Items for Discussion:     


No new items were received.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at 10:00 a.m., at Council District 11 West Los Angeles Office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025

