MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

May 20, 2015


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:07 a.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and Officer Martin Barocio (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the March 18, 2015 meeting. 

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business - 
Item #1:  Rudy G. reported on the one remaining request for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave., that is the installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection.  Rudy G. reported at the March meeting that the LADOT study was completed and approved and work orders were issued to install signs and pavement markings but the work had not been done.  He says that the original orders had errors so he sent corrected orders to the Yard (field crews) on April 19th, but the crews are very busy and this job may take two to three months from that date for completion.  No work has been done as yet but he will advise when the job is done.   [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]       

Item #2:  Continuing follow-up re: business and resident complaints about the traffic control signs installed by LADOT on streets adjacent to the Sunday Mar Vista Farmers Market, Rudy G. reported that LADOT has now removed all conflicting, incorrect and unneeded signage.  Meanwhile his supervisor, Mo Blorfroshan, is still processing work orders for replacing remaining signs to change the Sunday effective time from “7AM-4PM” to “7AM-5PM,” as requested by Farmers Market administrators.    [Tabled for an updated LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Rudy G. reported that the study of a request to change the 2-way STOP on Westminster Ave. at Wasatch Ave. to an all-way STOP, to help mitigate safety issues caused by a visibility problem in the street design, was approved and was authorized on April 15, and work orders went to the Yard on April 16th.  However, due to prior scheduling of busy work crews, this job may also take two to three months to complete, although red curbs were already painted on April 21st and signs and pavement markings work is in progress.   [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  Following up on a request by Rudy G. for LAPD Officer Martin B. to place a speed trailer at an appropriate location on the long block of Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Sawtelle to check if speeding is occurring as reported by a stakeholder, Officer Martin B. has since reported that a speed survey done by a speed trailer deployed on Palms Blvd. on March 26 and 27, 2015 resulted  in average speeds on 3/26 of 34.75MPH for a total of 10,628 vehicles and on 3/27 of 34.81MPH for a total of10,299 vehicles.  Although this might indicate that some vehicles were traveling faster than the 35MPH speed limit at this location, the Palms Blvd. speed survey, along with many others in Los Angeles, has expired there is no legal basis to enforce the speed limit without a current speed survey in effect.  However, speed surveys on many streets are in the process of being updated and if that happens on Palms Blvd., the 35MPH speed limit will then be enforceable.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]    
Item #5:  [Note: this item was mislabeled #4 on the Agenda.]  Responding to a resident’s contention that Frances Ave. south of Venice Blvd. has become a “dangerous speedway” due to the lack of any STOP signs between Pacific Ave. and Washington Pl., Rudy G. reported he looked at the location and he plans to study putting STOP signs on Frances at the northwest and the southeast corners of Caswell Ave.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]   

New Business – 

No new requests were received.   
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Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Despite several requests Len N. has made to Caltrans to fix deep potholes, ruts and curb damage at the westbound bus stop on the northwest corner of Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St. which they did not repair when they repaved Venice Blvd., Caltrans has not fixed the problem and now says it will take six months to get a repair scheduled.  Len N. will resubmit his request to Caltrans, insisting that the damage was an integral part of their street repaving job and must be done now. [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.]

Item #2:  Len N. had no new information re: the current status of the “Pothole Blitz” now being serviced by the Bureau of Street Services (BOSS) with neighborhood councils on Westside locations.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #3:  Re: stakeholder-requested pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 and at 12574 and 12601 Rose Ave., where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, Len N. reported that further street repairs in the “small asphalt repair” category are not funded and are pending.  He said the Budget Team is presently in deliberations on the upcoming budget to take effect on July 1, so he has no new information at this time but should have some answers by the next meeting.   [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #4:  Re: complaints about unsafe driving and parking by parents dropping off and picking up children at Mar Vista Elementary School, Len N. said he has not recently visited the school, but that complaints have dropped off.  Officer Martin B. said he has visited the school and not seen current problems, perhaps due to enforcement activities during this school year.  Len N. and LAPD will re-visit the school when it reopens after the summer vacation.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #5:  Re: a request from the Pacific Condominium Assoc. for the alley from Wade to Beethoven behind 12731 Pacific Ave. to be resurfaced due to severe pavement deterioration, Len N. said some potholes were filled but bigger areas will be on hold while the Budget Team is in funding deliberations for the upcoming July 1st Budget.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 


Item #6:  Len N. reported that during his investigation re: a request to post signs to change traffic direction at a small strip mall at the southwest corner of McLaughlin on Venice next to East Blvd., limiting entry from McLaughlin only and exit onto East Blvd. only to mitigate a traffic safety problem, he found no regulatory or reported accident data to compel such signs to be installed or any CUP (Conditional Use Permit), and his numerous attempts to contact the owner have gotten no response.  He will keep trying to call the owner and discuss signs..  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.]

Item #7:  Re: a stakeholder’s concern about the 40 MPH speed limit on Venice Blvd. through Mar Vista’s “downtown” commercial center, Len has asked Caltrans for data to explain why the speed limit on Venice Blvd. through “downtown” Mar Vista is 40MPH when it is 35MPH east of Sepulveda Blvd. and west of Walgrove Ave., but has received no response as yet.  [Tabled for CD11 follow-up at the next meeting.] 

New Business –

No new requests were received. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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