Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         May 21, 2014 at 10:00 a.m.

West Los Angeles Office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025


AGENDA


Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of March 19, 2014 meeting. 

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the March 19th Meeting: 
Item #1:  Follow-up report on whether LADOT Maintenance has scheduled repainting of the faded STOP and white lines at the Palms Blvd./Inglewood Blvd. intersection in all four directions.  Stakeholder who made the request reported that repainting of the faded markings had not been done as of the last meeting,asked again that the work be scheduled and completed, and Clinton Q. said he would do a field check and see to it that the work got scheduled.  [LADOT]  

Item #2:  Report from Rudy Guevara as to whether investigation has finally begun on requests for traffic mitigation in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave., including:  (a) conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at Granville and Brookhaven, (b) installation of a 3-way STOP on a painted island at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection, and (c) installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner at the intersection with Brookhaven, and whether a study is underway to determine if these proposals are warranted and feasible and the current status of such a study.  [LADOT] 
 
Item #3:  A report was received from LADOT on April 21st re: a request to eliminate a parking space in front of 11101 Palms Blvd. and to paint the curb red (because vehicles parked there interfere with visibility at a driveway exit from a shopping mall onto Palms Blvd., causing accidents at that location), and for a “Do Not Block” sign on Palms at the driveway exit, as follows:  The DOT “does not install red curb unless there is an unusual roadway alignment or where there is a document pattern of accidents at the driveway that are susceptible to correction by the elimination of parking.”  The report goes on to say that a review of police-reported accident data shows no related incidents at that driveway; that parking at this location is in high demand because of a residential complex at this address; and there is already 30’ of red curb, far more than the standard 6-10’ required for commercial driveways.   (Note:  The stakeholder who made the request says that he is personally aware of at least three accidents due to lack of line of sight at this location, including a bad accident involving a motorcycle, but LAPD often doesn’t respond to or record accidents.)

However, the LADOT report does not address the request for a “Do Not Block’ sign on Palms Blvd. at the driveway, so the request for installation of that sign is hereby repeated.   [LADOT]   


Item #4:  Replacement of Mitchell Ave. street sign on the corner of Mitchell and Wade, missing for several months, reportedly was ordered by Brandon Wilson, an LADOT Student Professional Worker on Jan. 30th, but it has still not been installed.   [LADOT] 

Item #5:  Follow-up report from LADOT, re: a stakeholder request for a crosswalk across National Blvd. at Federal Ave. where there is a lot of foot traffic, going to and from St. Andrews Church on the northeast corner and from nearby apartments and bus stops, including responses received to questions Clinton Q. asked in his e-mail to stakeholder/requester Martin Rubin, and any history of a reported previous crosswalk at this location -- if there was one, and why it was removed.   [LADOT] 
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Item #6:  At the July 17, 2013 Committee meeting, a request was made for a pedestrian crosswalk with flashing lights crossing Barrington Ave. at Navy St. after a young girl was seriously injured by a car while crossing the street.  This same request had also been made in Sept. 2009 and denied by LADOT after a study concluded it was not justified.   According to the Minutes of the Nov. 20, 2013, it was again denied because the location did not meet minimal pedestrian traffic requirements for installation of a crosswalk.  This Committee has just received a  May 16, 2014 e-mail with an attachment dated May 2, 2014, with a detailed study supporting the denial of the crosswalk request six months previously, which was not sent to this Committee at that time.  [No further action by this Committee.]    
New Business – Items for Discussion:
No new items were requested.

Other Agenda Items: 
Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the March 19th Meeting:


Item #1:  Report from Len Nguyen re: his request to Caltrans for repair of deep curbside potholes at the westbound bus stop on the northwest corner at the Venice Blvd. and Beethoven St. intersection, which were not repaired by Caltrans when it recently repaved Venice Blvd. – a condition presenting a dangerous hazard for persons boarding or exiting the bus at this stop.  It does not appear that any repairs have been made in the months since the request for repairs was made.  [CD11] 

Item #2:  Further follow-up from Len Nguyen on the current status of the “Pothole Blitz” repairs.  [CD11] 

Item #3:  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen on current status of pavement repairs by Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry at12600 and 12607 Rose Ave. where tree roots have grown through the pavement.  [CD11]   

 
Item #4:  Follow-up reports from LAPD as to its enforcement activities, and from Len Nguyen on his further contacts with administrators at Mar Vista Elementary School to work on solutions to a serious safety issue involving drivers dropping off and picking up children at the school in the morning and afternoon who park on crosswalks, in an intersection, in red zones, and double and triple park, presenting safety hazards for children getting out of or into cars at Stoner and Federal Avenues school.  As of the March 19th meeting, the requesting stakeholder reported that there had been no change in the drivers’ behavior and no improvement to this on-going safety problem, despite requests to the school principal for traffic monitors and to the LAPD for routine patrols.   [LAPD & CD11] 
New Business – Items for Discussion:

No new items were requested. 
 The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 16, 2014 at 10:00 a.m., at Council District 11 West Los Angeles Office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

