MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

May 21, 2014


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 19, 2014 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet, and approved the Minutes of the March 19, 2014 meeting.

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business -
 
Item #1:  Re: whether requested repainting of faded STOP and white lines at the Palms Blvd./Inglewood Blvd. intersection in all four directions has been scheduled, RudyG. said repainting of these pavement markings will not be done at this time.  At present, the limit lines are faded but still visible, and STOP is painted when the STOP sign is first installed, but only repainted if there is a subsequent visibility problem.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #2:  Rudy G. reported that due to a severe work backlog, his LADOT office has still not had an opportunity to address stakeholder Janet Brown’s July 2013 request for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave. (including (a) conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at the intersection of Granville and Brookhaven Ave., (b) installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection on a painted island, and (c) installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven).  This request was put into the system but no study or investigation is scheduled as yet.

However, Rudy directed Linda G. to contact the stakeholder as to “(c) installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven,” and ask at what time(s) the most pedestrians are crossing at this location.  LADOT will then do a count at the intersection at the specified time(s) to see if a marked crosswalk is justified under current rules.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
Item #3:  The request to eliminate a parking space in front of 11101 Palms Blvd. and paint the curb red, because vehicles parked in this space obstruct exit visibility onto Palms Blvd. from the driveway of a shopping center, has been denied by LADOT in a response as follows:  The DOT “does not install red curb unless there is an unusual roadway alignment or where there is a document [sic] pattern of accidents at the driveway that are susceptible to correction by the elimination of parking.”  The report also says that a review of police-reported accident data shows no related incidents at that driveway; that parking at this location is in high demand due to a residential complex at this address; and that there is already 30 feet of red curb, far more than the 6-10 ft. standard required for commercial driveways.  [Note:  The stakeholder who made the request says he is personally aware of at least three accidents due to the lack of line of sight at the driveway exit, including a serious one with a motorcycle.]   [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
However, since the LADOT response did not address the other part of the request, which asked for a “Do Not Block” sign on Palms Blvd. at the driveway, the request for installation of that sign will be looked into by Rudy G. and will also be put on the LADOT Old Business Agenda for the next meeting of this Committee in July.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  Replacement of the long-missing Mitchell Ave. street sign on the northwest corner of Mitchell and Wade St. was reportedly submitted by Brandon Wilson on a work order for the West District LADOT office, but a new sign still has not been installed.  [Tabled for an LADOT update at the next meeting.]  
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Item #5:  A request from North Westdale N.A. president Martin Rubin to install a crosswalk across National Blvd. at Federal Ave., for pedestrians going to and from St. Andrews Church and the nearby apartments and bus stops, was discussed.  Rudy G. reported that an investigation by his office has found documents showing that this same crosswalk request was made to the LADOT  by Lauren Wallenstein on March 1, 2013, was studied, and was denied in an e-mail letter to her dated Aug. 27, 2013.  No notice or document re: that request and denial was ever communicated to this or any other Mar Vista traffic committee, and Martin Rubin’s request did not indicate he knew about it.  When LADOT studied the 2013 request, they did a pedestrian count and found that a crosswalk was not justified.  As to whether an earlier crosswalk ever existed, maybe in the 1980’s or ‘90’s according to St. Andrews’ Pastor Caleb Crainer, Rudy says there is no information about it in LADOT records.  Nevertheless, denial of the crosswalk in 2013 stands, and the matter is considered closed at this time.  Rudy suggested that Len N. reach out to LAPD to monitor traffic when church services are in progress, to make sure drivers are not speeding and are yielding to pedestrians crossing the street.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
New Business –

There were no new business items on the Agenda.

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Re:  a request for repairs to deep curbside potholes and curb damage at the westbound bus stop pad on the northwest corner of Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St., not repaved by Caltrans in its recent Venice Blvd. repaving project, Len N. reported that he put in a request to Caltrans which he has now re-submitted, but no response has as yet been received giving a timeline for repairs.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting]

Item #2:  Len N. reported that as to the “Pothole Blitz” project, it is currently on hold because of lack of personnel, but will go on the upcoming new annual budget and work will then continue.  Many problem areas in each community have already been done and this will be an ongoing project.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Len N. previously reported that to make pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 Rose Ave., where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, he had ordered the Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry units to grind down the roots and repave the roadway.  But the root work was not done and then the street was slurry-paved on top of the roots.  Len has re-requested that Urban Forestry do the root work and is waiting for those repairs to be scheduled and completed.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #4:  Len N. reported that he has been told by a Mar Vista Elementary School administrator that there is a monitor assigned to the morning drop-off traffic time to control drivers who park on crosswalks, in an intersection, in red zones and double and triple park near the school entrance, presenting serious safety hazards to children getting into and out of cars.  However, the unsafe driving practices are continuing, school personnel and parents are not cooperating to mitigate the safety hazards, and parents are now complaining about “over-aggressive” police enforcement (and ticketing) for their unsafe and illegal actions.  Officer Joe Pollack will contact Los Angeles Unified school police to help LAPD enforce traffic rules at this school at both drop-off and pick-up times.  It appears that the worst problems occur at afternoon pick-up time, that is, 2:30 p.m. (1:40 p.m. on Tuesdays).  Len will talk to school personnel and the PTA about the “Safe Routes to School” program and grant funding when school opens again in September.    [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD follow-up reports at the next meeting.]

New Business – 

There were no new business items on the Agenda.    
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The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 16, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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