MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

March 19, 2014


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 19, 2014 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Clinton Quan (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet, and approved the Minutes of the January 15, 2014 meeting.

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business -
Item #1:  Clinton Q. reported that the double yellow center stripe on the curve of Barry Ave. turning into Clarkson, covered up during resurfacing and for which Rudy G. signed a re-painting work order several months ago, has now been repainted.    [No further action by this Committee.]      

Item #2:  The stakeholder who made the request now reports that repainting of yellow striped lane markers on Inglewood Blvd. between Venice and National and repainting of STOP and white lines in the Inglewood/Charnock intersection in all four directions has now been completed by LADOT Maintenance.  [No further action by this Committee.]     

Item #3:  The stakeholder who made the request has reported that repainting of faded STOP and white lines at the Palms Blvd./Inglewood Blvd. intersection in all four directions has not been done and asks that the work be scheduled and completed.  Clinton Q. will do a field check and see that the work gets scheduled.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]          

Item #4:  A follow-up report from Rudy Guevara, presented by Clinton Q., on long-term parking in front of homes in the 11500-11600 blocks of Pearl Pl., states that the request is considered closed and no arrests have been made.  Len N. reported that he spoke with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Adrian Acosta who said the Cadillac and the truck that were the main offenders were finally moved after someone slashed one vehicle’s tires and LAPD threatened to tow both vehicles.  Len also reported that parking restrictions for all vehicles between 10pm-6am on the freeway side of the street are in place and being enforced.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #5:  Clinton Q. reported that due to a severe work backlog, his LADOT office has still not had an opportunity to address a stakeholder’s request for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave. (including (a) conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at the intersection of Granville and Brookhaven Ave., (b) installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection on a painted island, and (c) installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven).  The request was put in the system but a study or investigation is not on schedule as yet.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
Item #6:  Discussion was had re: a request to eliminate the parking space in front of 11101 Palms Blvd. and paint the curb red, as vehicles parked in this space obstruct visibility at small driveway from a Trader Joe’s shopping mall onto Palms Blvd. and have caused collisions with vehicles exiting the driveway.   It was noted that although this address is actually in CD5 and was assigned to Calvin Chow, it is in Mar Vista Community Council Zone 1 and as such is business for this Committee.  Clinton Q. has now verified that the request is in the system, and will check and advise what action is being taken. Request also asked for “Do Not Block” signs on Palms next to the driveway.   [Tabled for LADOT update at the next meeting.] 

Item #7:  Re: replacement of the Mitchell Ave. street sign on the northwest corner of Mitchell and Wade St., a work order was submitted by the West District LADOT office but it is reported that due to a severe work backlog, to make and install the sign could take up to a year.  Clinton Q. said he will check to see whether the sign can be replaced sooner.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]   
Minutes of March 19, 2014 Mar Vista Bi-Monthly Traffic Committee Meeting – Page 2

New Business –

Item #1:  A request from North Westdale N.A. president Martin Rubin to install a crosswalk across National Blvd. at Federal Ave., for pedestrians going to and from St. Andrews Church and the nearby apartments and bus stops because signal light crossings at Barrington and Butler are quite a distance away, was discussed.  Clinton Q. asked for information not included with the request: that there was once a crosswalk at this location, if so when and why it was removed, and what days/times the most pedestrians are at this proposed crosswalk location.  Clinton Q. e-mailed Martin Rubin after the meeting, asking for answers to these questions.  He will also check LADOT records for the last five years for an earlier crosswalk and/or its removal; if there is no record he will do a study based on whatever info Martin Rubin provides.   [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]  

Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Re:  a request for repairs to deep curbside potholes and curb damage at the westbound bus stop pad on the northwest corner of Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St., not repaved by Caltrans in its recent Venice Blvd. repaving project, Len N. reported that he put in a request to Caltrans which he has now re-submitted, but no response has been received giving a timeline for repairs.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting]

Item #2:  Len N. reported that as to the “Pothole Blitz” project, Councilman Mike Bonin will schedule East Blvd. and Marcasel in the North Oval area in South Mar Vista next, hopefully in the next two months.  Many problem areas in each community have already been done and this will be an ongoing project.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Len N. previously reported that to make pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 Rose Ave., where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, he had ordered the Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry units to grind down the roots and repave the roadway.  However, this work was not done and the street was then slurry-paved on top of the roots.  Len asked for a re-patch but was told that a more permanent repair is necessary.  It has not been scheduled yet but was placed on a list of other Bureau of Street Services work projects (including Warren Ave.) to be reviewed and budgeted in the next two months, before the new budget year. [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #4:  A request to replace a missing bus bench at the bus stop on the northeast corner of Ocean Park Blvd. at Bundy Drive resulted in rapid action by the BSS Contract Administration, ordering Martin Outdoor Media to install a concrete support pad for a bus bench on the grass parkway next to the bus stop sign, and a brand new bus bench has now been placed on the new pad.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #5:  A stakeholder reports that his request for LAPD patrols at Mar Vista Elementary School at Stoner and Federal Avenues, where drivers create serious safety hazards during drop-off and pick-up times when they park on crosswalks, in red zones, in the intersection, and double- and triple-park while children are getting out of or into cars, has resulted in no changes in driver behavior or any improvement in this on-going safety issue.  He submitted more photos to back up his observations.  He also spoke with the school Principal, Ms. Choe, who said she has told parents to stop their unsafe driving practices, with no results.  Officer Pollack will beef up the LAPD patrols, have some warnings and tickets given out, and will also talk to the school Principal.  Len N. said he visited the school to talk about the safety problem and left his card but never heard back.  He then called again but has gotten no response.  The school has no monitors to direct or supervise the chaotic traffic.  Len will again try to get some cooperation and enforcement from school administrators.  [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD follow-up reports at the next meeting.]

New Business – 

No new items were requested.    
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The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 21, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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