MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

January 15, 2014


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:07 a.m. on Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Steve Redd (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet, and approved the Minutes of the November 20, 2013 meeting    

with a correction to a street address on page 3, changing “12707” Rose Ave. to 12607 Rose Ave..
Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business -
Item #1:  Len N. reported that the double yellow center stripe on the curve of Barry Ave. turning into Clarkson, covered up during resurfacing and for which Rudy G. signed a re-painting work order several months ago, has still not been re-painted.  Len N. has talked to LADOT’s Pavement Marking supervisor about getting the work done and Rudy G. will send new work orders for the repainting.  [Tabled for further LADOT & CD11 reports at the next meeting.]      

Item #2:  Regarding a decision as to whether STOP signs will be installed on Beethoven St. at Marco Pl. to create a 4-way STOP for safety reasons, Rudy G. submitted a final report by e-mail the day before this meeting, detailing the investigation and study of this matter and concluding that installation of all-way STOP sign control installation at this intersection cannot be justified at this time.  This report also states that if speeding is occurring in this area, residents should contact LAPD West Traffic Division at 213-473-0220 to request appropriate action.   [No further action by this Committee.]   

Item #3:  Finalizing a request and work orders from Rudy G. to install STOP signs on posts in the middle of Grand View Blvd. at the Victoria Ave. 4-way STOP intersection, the signs have now been installed, using the new larger-size STOP signs, and feedback from nearby residents indicates that the new center signs are much more effective in making drivers stop.  [No further action by this Committee.]       

Item #4:  Len N., checking for Rudy G. on the status of repainting of yellow striped lane markers on Inglewood Blvd. between Venice and National and repainting of STOP and white lines in the Inglewood-Charnock intersection in all four directions, has reported that repainting of all these pavement markings has been completed by LADOT Maintenance.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
 
Item #5:  Len N., checking for Rudy G. on the status LADOT Maintenance repainting of faded STOP and white lines at the Palms Blvd./Inglewood intersection in all directions, has reported that repainting all of these pavement markings has been completed.  [No further action by this Committee. ]  

Item #6:  Rudy G. reiterated that stakeholder requests for LADOT Parking Enforcement to prevent  long-term parking in front of homes in the 11500-11600 blocks of Pearl Place is an enforcement issue, and homeowners must keep calling Parking Enforcement to report those parked vehicles.  Len N. reported that he continues to work with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Adrian Acosta to deal with reported drug-dealing problems at this location and to put pressure on vehicles to move from in front of homes.  However, restricted parking signs cannot be posted to allow some (e.g., cars of residents/friends) but not all cars (excepting oversize vehicles) to park in a restricted area.  SLO Acosta has reported no drug-related arrests so far, but Len N. has asked him to review and report back as to police and 311 public calls about drug dealing at this location before the next meeting.  [Tabled for further LADOT & CD11 reports at the next meeting.]  

Item #7:  Rudy G. reported that due to a severe work backlog, he has still not had an opportunity to address a stakeholder’s request for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave. (including (a) conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at the intersection of Granville and Brookhaven Ave., (b) installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection on a painted island, and (c) installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven), but he will try to schedule an investigation and study soon.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
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Item #8:  Following up on requested action by Rudy G. and Len N. to eliminate a parking space in front of 11101 Palms Blvd. which interferes with visibility at a small driveway from a Trader Joe’s shopping center onto Palms and has caused collisions as cars exit the driveway, Len N. said that technically the location is in CD5, but he will follow up through his office.  Rudy G. said he will check to see if an LADOT  work order has been written to act on this request and will report his findings.   [Tabled for LADOT & CD11 reports at the next meeting.] 
New Business –

Item #1:  Rudy G. said that a request to replace the Mitchell Ave. street sign on the northwest corner of Mitchell and Wade, which has been missing for months, is already in the system; it has been assigned to the Maintenance Team, which is also very backlogged but will schedule the sign replacement as soon as possible.  [Tabled for an updated LADOT report at the next meeting.]   
Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Re:  a request for repairs to deep curbside potholes and curb damage at the westbound bus stop pad on the northwest corner of Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St., not repaved by Caltrans in its recent Venice Blvd. repaving project, no repairs have been made and Len N. has put in a request to Caltrans through their website.  He will also send a repair request to Bureau of Street Services, but believes the repairs are the responsibility of Caltrans.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting

Item #2:  Len N. reported that as to the “Pothole Blitz” project, Councilman Mike Bonin wants to target the North Oval area in South Mar Vista next.  Many problem areas in each community have already been done and this will be an ongoing project.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Len N. reported that to make pavement repairs at 12600 and 12607 Rose Ave., where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, he had ordered the Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry units to grind down the roots and repave the roadway, but this work was not done and the street has now been slurry-paved on top of the roots.  Len will investigate this apparent mixup and re-order the root repairs.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  
New Business – 


Item #1:  Re: a request to replace the bus bench at the bus stop on the northeast corner of Ocean Park Blvd. at Bundy Drive, where the old bench was removed from the grass parkway next to the bus stop sign reportedly because the bench contractor failed to comply with Federal ADA laws and other required setback clearances, Len N. reported that Councilman Mike Bonin has told Public Works to work with Martin Bench Co. to resolve all issues and return a bus bench set in a concrete pad to the location. [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Responding to a stakeholder request for LAPD patrols at Mar Vista Elementary School at Stoner and Federal Avenues, where drivers create serious safety hazards during drop-off and pick-up times when they park on crosswalks, in the intersection, and double- and triple-park while children are getting out of or into cars.  Len N. will contact the school and work with its traffic coordinator or other official to relay safety complaints.  If the school has a program, he will review it; if not, he will stress the need to have a program to deal with this safety issue.  Steve R. said LAPD also will work with the school.  He will open a complaint and officers can visit the school at drop-off and pick-up times to issue warnings or write tickets, as appropriate, until the problem is under control.  [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD follow-up reports at the next meeting.]    
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The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 19, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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