MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

November 20, 2013


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the September 18, 2013 meeting.    

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business -
Item #1:  Rudy G. reported that he does not have confirmation as to whether the double yellow center stripe on the curve of Barry Ave. turning into Clarkson, covered up during resurfacing and for which he signed a re-painting work order several months ago, has now been re-painted.  Len N. said he will check to see if the work has been completed and if it has not, he will call the superintendent of Pavement Marking to get the repainting finished.   [Tabled for further LADOT & CD11 reports at the next meeting.]      

Item #2:  Regarding whether STOP signs can be installed on Beethoven St. at Marco Pl. to create a 4-way STOP for safety reasons, Rudy G. again reported that his study has been completed with a few questions remaining to be reviewed and that he has talked to upper management.   However, he has been unable to find the paperwork and will try to complete this matter within the next week.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at or before the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Regarding a stakeholder’s proposal to keep traffic moving and reduce commuter gridlock in the northbound lanes of Centinela Ave. from Washington Blvd. to Venice by posting “No Parking 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM Monday thru Friday” signs on the east side of Centinela from Washington to Venice, Rudy G.  thinks that the proposal is not feasible to reduce gridlock as it would remove parking spaces for just a few hours in the day and would affect business owners in that section. [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #4:  Following up a request to add STOP signs on posts in the middle of Grand View Blvd. at 
the Victoria Ave. 4-way STOP intersection, to help reduce the current accident rate at this location, Rudy G. sent the Committee Chair an e-mail on Sept. 11th with the following message:  “This is an update for Grand View & Victoria.  We have completed the investigation and we have written work orders for the field crews to install the stop sign in the median along with other signs as we deemed appropriate.  We also investigated Grand View & Charnock Road and we will be changing some stop signs to our bigger size as per LADOT guidelines.”  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  (Note:  Linda G. checked the Grand View/Victoria 4-way STOP intersection after the meeting and the installations had not yet been done.)

Item #5:  In a detailed follow-up report e-mailed on November 5th, Rudy G. explained that measures suggested by a resident to reduce speeding on Walgrove Ave., such as posting additional speed limit and bicycle access signs, cannot be implemented because Walgrove Ave. is a designated collector street, not a residential street, requiring speed limits to be set in compliance with the Caltrans Manual Uniform Traffic  Control Devices, not LAMC 80.81, and LADOT is not authorized to deviate from California Vehicle Code Sect. 21202 -- so no additional signs can be installed.  [No further action by this Committee.]  

Item #6:  Rudy G. reported he is not sure of the current status of repainting of yellow striped lane markers on Inglewood Blvd. between Venice and National and repainting of STOP and white lines in the Inglewood/Charnock intersection in all four directions; this work is assigned to Maintenance teams which set schedules for such work based on traffic volume at the named location.   [Tabled for a further LADOT response at the next meeting.] 

Minutes of November 20, 2013 Mar Vista Bi-Monthly Traffic Committee Meeting – Page 2

 Item #7:  Rudy G. reported that he is currently checking on whether LADOT Maintenance has scheduled repainting the faded STOP and white lines at the Palms Blvd./Inglewood intersection in all four directions or whether he needs to issue work orders for repairs.  [Tabled for a further LADOT response at the next meeting.]  

Item #8:  Rudy G. reported that a stakeholder’s request that LADOT Parking Enforcement deal with “illegal” long-term parking in front of homes in the 11500-16000 blocks of Pearl Place is an enforcement issue, and homeowners must keep calling Parking Enforcement to report those parked vehicles.  Len N. reported that there are restricted parking signs on the north side of the street (next to the Freeway) for “No Parking from 11 PM to 6 AM’ and signs to prohibit parking on street cleaning day, but he will work with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Adrian Acosta to get some arrests for the drug-dealing problems at this location and put pressure on vehicles to move from in front of homes.  [Tabled for further LADOT and CD11 reports at the next meeting.]  

Item #9:  A stakeholder’s requests for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave., which include (a) conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at the intersection of Granville and Brookhaven Ave., (b) installation of a 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection on a painted island, and (c) installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven, were again discussed.  Due to the work backlog, Rudy G. has still not had an opportunity to address the requested mitigations, but he will look at the locations and initiate a study of the proposals to determine whether they are warranted and feasible.  (Note:  The mitigations request was also sent to CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin in a formal letter of support from the MVCC Board.)  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
Item #10:  Re: a request for a painted pedestrian crosswalk with flashing lights across Barrington Ave. at Navy St., following a recent accident in which a young girl was hit and seriously injured by a car, Rudy G. reported that the location does not meet minimal pedestrian traffic requirements for installation of a crosswalk.  He also reported that the girl who was injured was hit when she walked or ran out from between parked cars in front of a moving vehicle.  [No further action by this Committee.]

Item #11:  Rudy G. reported that he signed paperwork on Nov. 20th for a field crew to repaint the center stripe on McLaughlin Ave. between Woodbine and the Indianapolis/Federal intersection, which was covered up during resurfacing.   [No further action by this Committee.]  

Item #12:  Reporting on a request to have KEEP CLEAR painted on the street at three 3-way intersections, to allow movement between the cross-street and the main north/south street at times when traffic gridlock occurs and vehicles block the intersection, Rudy G. reported that investigations during a peak PM traffic hour did not show the need for KEEP CLEAR at McLaughlin/Herbert, McLaughlin/Matteson and Inglewood/Herbert from blocked traffic or congestion.  However, the Inglewood/Mitchell intersection’s current KEEP CLEAR sign will be included in the pavement Maintenance schedule for repainting    [No further action by this Committee.] 


Item #13:  Re: a request for a 4-way STOP to replace the present 2-way STOP on Ocean View Blvd. at Charnock Rd., Rudy G. reported by e-mail on Oct. 29th that an engineering study failed to satisfy LADOT’s guidelines to install all-way STOP sign control at this intersection and it cannot be justified at this time.  However, speeding problems at this location may be reported to LAPD’s West Traffic Division, phone 213- 473-0220, for appropriate action.  In addition, paper work is in process to install red curbs on Ocean View to improve visibility at this intersection.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]


New Business –

Item #1:  Rudy G. e-mailed to Linda G. a DOT District Office Services Menu, updated from mid-2011 and showing current DOT District Office Services with explanatory comments and reinstatement of previously cancelled services.  Linda G. will review the document and discuss with Rudy G.  (Note:  Linda G. reviewed and edited the document and returned it to Rudy G. who in turn has shown it to his Senior Transportation Engineer for further review, and when a final version is approved, the document will be circulated and posted on this Committee’s website.)  [Tabled for a future Committee meeting.] 
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Item #2:  Re: a request for repair of potholes and curb damage on bus pad at northwest corner of Venice Blvd./Beethoven St. intersection, an area not included in recent Caltrans Venice Blvd. repaving, Rudy G. said this is not an LADOT job and should be under Other Agenda.  However, Len N. and Joe P. will inspect this item and assign Street Services to make appropriate repairs.  [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD report at the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Rudy G. and Len N. will look at a parking space in front of 11101 Palms Blvd. which reportedly blocks visibility at the exit of a small driveway from a Trader Joe’s shopping mall onto Palms Blvd., causing accidents, and it has been requested that this parking space be removed and painted red to prevent further accidents.  In addition, the request asks for a “Do Not Block” sign on the street in front of the driveway so Palms vehicle traffic will not block the driveway exit.  Rudy G. will discuss this matter with LADOT’s Calvin Chow, who has already been notified of the problem.  [Tabled for further LADOT and CD11 reports at the next meeting.]  

Item #4:  Rudy G. introduced the new LADOT website, an online request system.  [Copy of flyer is attached and will be posted on this Committee’s website.]  
Other Agenda Items: 

Old Business -  


Item #1:  Len N. reported that he has included on the “Pothole Blitz” project repairs outstanding with Street Services on the 12500 block of Matteson Ave. and other locations which have not been repaired.  [Tabled for further report at the next meeting.]  

Item #2:  Len N. reported that to make pavement repairs at 12600 and 12707 Rose Ave., where tree roots have grown through the pavement and created dangerous humps, he has put this location in for the Public Works/Street Services and Urban Forestry units to grind down the roots and repave the roadway.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]  
New Business – 


No items for “Other Agenda – New Business” were received for this meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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