Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         November 13, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025

AGENDA

Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of September 19, 2012.

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Sept. 19th Meeting:
 
1.  Renewal of a previous request to paint “KEEP CLEAR” and white lines on the pavement at the entrance to an alley on the east side of Centinela Ave. south of Pacific Ave., to warn northbound drivers on Centinela to keep a path clear for southbound vehicles turning into that alley.  LADOT staff did a study of the location and concluded that because they saw few vehicles trying to turn left to enter the alley, installation and maintenance costs associated with the painting was not justified.

However, the study was conducted at 7:27 a.m. even though the stakeholder who made the request specified that the study should be done between 8:45-9:30 a.m. when many drivers try to make that turn.  In addition, LADOT said that “KEEP CLEAR” only applies to vehicles which are stopped and blocking access or egress to/from the alley, not to moving vehicles which may collide with turning vehicles, even though the issue and reason for the request was that when gridlocked traffic blocks the alley entrance, drivers are unable to turn left into the alley and need the KEEP CLEAR to provide a safe zone to cross between the stopped vehicles.

Moreover, there is a CUP for a Pre-School on the alley and the school was instructed by the City that parents of the 90+ children being driven to the school each morning and picked up each evening are required to turn off Centinela into the alley heading east to where the school entrance is located and then to exit through the alley onto Grand View Blvd.  Parents are not using the alley as a shortcut; they are following the City’s specific instructions.

Therefore, LADOT is requested to schedule a re-study of the KEEP CLEAR proposal at the earliest possible time, with West District Engineer Rudy Guevara being personally involved.  [LADOT]

2.  Further discussion of LADOT’s refusal to replace a missing 25 MPH speed limit sign formerly posted at 13141 Rose Ave. and its contention that because Rose Ave. is not listed in LAMC 80.81 it is not entitled to speed limit signs, that any existing speed limit signs should be removed where LAMC entitlement does not exist, and that speed humps serve to replace speed limit signs on Rose Ave.  This Committee contends that speed humps do not replace speed limit signs or serve to inform drivers that the speed limit on eastbound Rose changes down from 35 to 25 MPH after crossing Walgrove Ave., which is the primary reason that 25 MPH signs were installed on Rose between Walgrove Ave. and Morningside Way.  Len N. will report as to his discussions with Brian Gallagher, LADOT Western District supervisor, regarding speed limit sign surveys.  [LADOT]      
3.  Report from Rudy G. on completion schedules for the work orders he wrote on Sept. 18th to repaint center striping and STOP sign lines on Victoria Ave., Lucille Ave. and Wade St. where repaving covered those lines.   [LADOT]        
4.  The previously requested cleanup of an unfinished construction site by a bus stop on westbound Venice Blvd. next to the driveway of a 7-11/UPS mini-mart on the northwest corner of Venice and Centinela has been satisfactorily completed.  
5.  Progress report on scheduling for an LADOT study ore: a stakeholder’s request for STOP signs on Wade St. at Mitchell to change the intersection to a 4-way STOP for safety reasons, including a study of whether extending the red curbs to increase visibility for drivers crossing Wade on Mitchell might resolve the problem instead of installing STOP signs.  [LADOT]
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6.  Report from Rudy G. re: investigating and issuing work orders for repainting of the double yellow center stripe at the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson in North Westdale.  [LADOT]         

7.  Report by Rudy G. re: checking with Signal Timing Section to determine whether a recent return of cut-thru traffic going south on Barry Ave. from Sardis to east on Clarkson is related to any timing change made to the green left-turn signal at Barrington and National for p.m. rush hour traffic. {LADOT] 

8.  Long-overdue resurfacing of Beethoven St. between Venice Blvd. and Palms Blvd. has been completed recently and re-installation of speed humps is pending, according to CD11’s Mark Antonio Grant.  [Note:  See LADOT New Business Item #2 below for stakeholders’ requests re: the speed humps re-installation.] 
New Business – Items for Discussion:
1.  Request for STOP signs on Beethoven St. at Marco to create a 4-way STOP, due to frequent accidents and near misses when vehicles try to cross to the other side of Beethoven on Marco.  Stakeholder also notes that the STOP signs on Beethoven could also help control the current speeding problem on the uninterrupted straight-away between Palms Blvd. and the Beethoven Elementary School, which was not controlled by the former too-flat speed humps.  [LADOT]

2.  Stakeholder request that the speed humps being reinstalled after the Beethoven St. repaving be higher than those previously installed, which were too flat to effectively slow traffic and prevent speeding in the straight-away between Palms Blvd. and the elementary school, also adding protection for the school children on the sidewalks and crosswalks.  [LADOT]
3.  Request to restripe:  the center line where Woodbine Ave. curves left into Butler Ave. behind Mar Vista Recreation Center; the crosswalk crossing Butler on south side of Rose Ave.; and the center lines on Woodbine and Rose between Butler and McLaughlin, all of which were covered up during recent street resurfacing.  [LADOT]
4.  Request to paint limit lines and “DO NOT BLOCK INTERSECTION” signs on Venice Blvd. at Lyceum Ave. for eastbound traffic stopped west of Beethoven on Venice, because traffic stopped on Venice west of Beethoven blocks egress from Lyceum onto eastbound Venice Blvd. for bicycles and vehicles.  [LADOT] 
5.  Question from MVCC Board:  What is LADOT’s present position on preferential parking:  no action due to lack of funds?  Not accepting applications?  Backlog problems?  [LADOT & CD11] 
Other Agenda Items 

 Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Sept. 19th Meeting:

1.  Updated report from CD11 re: problem areas identified by residents where overnight parking of oversized vehicles on residential streets creates neighborhood problems, and where parking restriction signs have been requested, approved.  A complete current location list needs to be produced by CD11 staff working with the Permit Parking Section of LADOT. [CD11 & LADOT] 

2.  Follow-up report from Len N. on whether his orders to Street Services to repair and repave the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., or any work orders for temporary patch work now until permanent repaving can be scheduled, have been completed or are in progress.  [CD11] 
3.  Follow-up report re: Len N.s request to Street Services to fill potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave. and whether the work has now been done.  [CD11] 
      
4.  Follow-up report on whether Street Sevices has filled potholes at the northeast corner of Frances Ave. and Windward Ave. as requested and ordered.  [CD11]  
      
5.  Follow-up report by Len N. re: response to his letter to Caltrans requesting “No Stopping Any Time” signs to be posted on Venice Blvd. north roadway in the 12000 block, under the 405 Fwy bridge. [CD11 & LAPD] 
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6.  Follow-up report from Len N. on discussions with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Drake Madison and LAPD Officers at the West District Traffic Division CTSU re: formulating a plan to crack down on the out-of-control speeding and safety issues on Walgrove Ave.  [CD11 & LAPD] 


7.  Follow-up report from Len N. regarding residents’ complaints that despite signs at Venice Blvd. banning overweight vehicles from traveling north on Grand View and Inglewood Blvds., many overweight business and commercial vehicles use these residential streets daily as cut-thru routes when they have no business to conduct on those streets, and his request to LAPD CTSU for enforcement of the “No Trucks Over 6,000 Lbs.” ban.  [CD11] 
New Business – Items for Discussion 

1.  Request for LAPD attention to speeding on Beethoven St.which has become a significant safety hazard for residents living between Palms and Venice Blvds., and for children walking to and from Beethoven St. Elementary and other nearby schools.   [CD11 & LAPD] 

2.  Request to fill potholes on Cabrillo Blvd., one near the intersection of Rose Ave. and the other about 100 feet south.  [CD11]      

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 16, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

