MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

September 19, 2012


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on Wednesday, September 19, 2012 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer) and Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy).  LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU) was absent.  

All present signed the attendance sheet and the Minutes of the May 16, 2012 meeting were approved.

Copies of documents including the May 16th Agenda, the Addendum to the May 16th Minutes and further LADOT responses to May 16th Agenda items were then presented to review the LADOT input and Committee comments on those responses, which were exchanged via e-mail because LADOT did not attend a Committee meeting after March 21, 2012.   Current Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  LADOT has adequately explained that it cannot recommend implementing a request for 5-second 4-way all red STOP timing for pedestrian-crossing signal buttons at the Rose/Walgrove Ave. intersection, known as a “pedestrian scramble” system, due to lack of significant numbers of pedestrians crossing at the location and because implementation would potentially cause serious traffic congestion with minimal improvement to pedestrian safety.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #2:  Responding to a request to paint “KEEP CLEAR” and white lines on the pavement at the entrance to an alley on the east side of Centinela Ave. south of Pacific Ave. to warn northbound drivers on Centinela to keep a path clear for southbound vehicles turning into the alley, LADOT staff did a study of the location and concluded that because they saw few vehicles trying to turn left to enter the alley, installation and maintenance of the painting was not justified.  However, the study was conducted at 7:27 a.m. but the stakeholder who made the request has advised that the study should have been done between 8:45 and 9:30 a.m. when lots of drivers are trying to make the turn.  In addition, LADOT said that “KEEP CLEAR” only applies to vehicles which are stopped and blocking access/egress to/from the alley, not to moving vehicles which may collide with turning vehicles; but the issue and reason for the request is when gridlocked traffic blocks the alley entrance drivers trying to left-turn cannot turn, and when traffic is moving they do not try to turn unless they can do so safely; therefore they need the KEEP CLEAR to give them a safe zone to cross  between the gridlocked vehicles.

   Responding further to the request during this meeting, however, Rudy G. stated that LADOT wants to reserve “KEEP CLEAR” for truly significant problem areas, such as fire stations and similar locations, or they would have to provide “KEEP CLEAR” for many other alleys or even parking lot driveways.  In addition, they do not want to encourage drivers to use alleys as short-cuts between streets when other routes are available.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #3.: Regarding a request for investigation of repeated accidents on Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St., LADOT’s response noted that recent installation by Caltrans of left-turn green arrows on Venice at this intersection is expected to greatly reduce accidents at this location.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #4:  Contact information for the Caltrans Senior Transportation Engineer in charge of the left-turn arrows project at Venice and Beethoven (see Item #3 above) has been provided by LADOT as requested.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #5:  Responding to a request to repaint the center stripe on Rose Ave. between Walgrove Ave. and Morningside Way, Rudy G. said he has issued a work order to LADOT’s Restriping Section, but there is no scheduled completion date; LADOT funding has been severely cut and center striping work is seriously backlogged.  Len N. will talk to the Transportation Deputy (of CD11’s Transportation Committee) about the need for additional LADOT services funding.  [Tabled for further CD11 report at the next meeting.]
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Item #6:  LADOT refused to replace a missing speed limit sign formerly posted at 13141 Rose Ave., contending that because Rose Ave is not listed in LAMC 80.81 it is not entitled to speed limit signs, and that existing speed limit signs should be removed where LAMC entitlement does not exist.  LADOT also contended that speed humps serve to replace speed limit signs on Rose Ave.  The Committee’s response was that the recently installed speed humps do not alert and inform drivers that the speed limit on eastbound Rose changes down from 35 MPH to 25 MPH after it crosses Walgrove Ave.,which is the original reason why 25 MPH speed limit signs were installed on Rose between Walgrove and Morningside Way.  Len N. will talk to Brian Gallagher, LADOT Western District supervisor, about speed limit sign surveys.  [Further discussion by this Committee tabled pending a CD11 report at the next meeting.]     



Item #7: LADOT refused to trim tree branches which obstruct westbound drivers’ view of a 25 MPH speed limit sign at 13047 Rose Ave. as unnecessary, contending that visibility is adequate due to the distance from the tree to the sign, and that the sign is also unnecessary.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #8:  Len N. is working with LADOT Permit Parking Section on a list of oversize vehicle parking restriction signs which have been requested and approved but not provided and installed, for a report to the MVCC Board.  [No further action by this Committee.]  

New Business –


Item #1:  LADOT’s Rudy G. reported that he wrote work orders on Sept. 18th for repainting center striping and STOP sign lines on Victoria Ave., Lucille Ave. and Wade St. where repaving covered lines which were not repainted, but he has no current schedules for completion due to the striping backlog. [Tabled for LADOT progress report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: cleanup and/or removal of an unfinished construction site by the bus stop on westbound Venice Blvd. next to the driveway of a 7-11/UPS mini-mart on the northwest corner of Venice and Centinela, and request for a trash can at the bus stop, Len N. will handle this matter with Street Services.  [Tabled for CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.]     


Item #3:  Re: a stakeholder’s request for STOP signs on Wade St. at Mitchell to convert the intersection to a 4-way STOP, LADOT will study the location for accident data, visibility and distance from nearest 4-way STOP.  They will also study the red curbs to see whether extending the red curbs to increase visibility of traffic on Wade for drivers crossing Wade on Mitchell may solve the problem without adding STOP signs.  Due to backlogs caused by reduced LADOT staffing, the study will not be completed for at least six months.  [Tabled for LADOT progress report at a future meeting.] 

Item #4:  Re: request for repainting of double yellow center line at the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson in North Westdale, Rudy G. will issue a work order but needs to investigate the location first.  [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #5:  Re: a question as to whether the recent return of cut-thru traffic going south on Barry from Sardis to east on Clarkson may have been caused by shortening of time allotted for the green left-turn at Barrington and National, Rudy G. said he will check with the LADOT Signal Timing Section to see if there have been any such recent changes affecting p.m. rush hour traffic.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 
Item #6:  Re: a long-time request for resurfacing Beethoven St. between Venice Blvd and Palms Blvd., Len N. will check to see if this project is on Street Services’ September schedule.  [Tabled for a CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  Re:  areas identified by stakeholders where overnight parking of oversized vehicles on residential streets creates neighborhood problems and where parking restriction signs were requested and approved, Len N. said all such signs have now been posted, but he is working with the LADOT Permit Parking Section compile a current list for the MVCC Board.  [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.]  
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Item #2:  Following up his previous orders to Street Services to repair and repave the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., which has not been done yet, Len N. has issued additional work orders for temporary patch work now and for the permanent repaving work to be scheduled as soon as possible.  [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.\ 

Item #3:  In a follow-up report re: orders to Street Services to fill potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave. and at 3200 Selby Ave., Len N. said that the Selby Ave. work has been done, but although part of Queensland was recently repaved, the 10700 block was not included and the potholes were not filled, so he has put in a new order to complete the work he ordered.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]      


Item #4:  Len N. checked the large pothole at 3634 Frances Ave., on northeast corner at Windward, and reported that it has not been filled as ordered, so he put in another work order to Street Services to make the repair.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #5:  Following up requests from a stakeholder for “No Parking” or restricted hours parking signs under the 405 Freeway on the north roadway of the 11200 block of Venice Blvd., and for ”No Oversize Vehicle Parking” signs on the east side of the 3700 block of S. Globe Ave., Len N. looked at and photographed the Globe Ave. block and will give Petition forms for requesting restricted parking signs to MVCC Zone 5 Director Maritza Przekop to give the residents of that block to sign and file.  Venice Blvd. is a Caltrans highway, so Len N. will send a letter to Caltrans asking them to put “No Stopping Any Time” signs on Venice Blvd. under the Freeway.  [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.] 
New Business –


Item #1:  Re: residents’ demands that LAPD control speeding on Walgrove Ave., Len will discuss this high-profile issue with LAPD Senior Lead Officer Drake Madison and LAPD Officers at the West District Traffic Division CTSU (Community Traffic Services Unit) and ask that LAPD formulate a plan to deal with this serious safety problem.  [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD progress reports at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Residents complain that despite signs at Venice Blvd. banning overweight vehicles from traveling north on Grand View and Inglewood Blvds., many overweight commercial and business vehicles use these residential streets daily as cut-thru routes when they have no business to conduct on those streets.  Len N. will ask CTSU for enforcement of the “No Trucks Over 6,000 Lbs.” ban.  [Tabled for CD11 & LAPD progress reports at the next meeting.]

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 14*, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair






Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee






September 23, 2012






 

* Note:  This date was moved from the third to the second Wednesday to avoid conflict with Thanksgiving Day, but it may change again to another day within the second week, depending on the LADOT engineer’s other meeting commitments.  Look for the Notice of the November meeting date.














