MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

May 16, 2012


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:25 a.m. on Wednesday, May 16, 2012 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy) and LAPD Officers Joe Pollack and John Goines, Jr. (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer, Rudy Guevara, assigned to attend the meeting due to Michael May’s transfer to another office, was not present.  When contacted by phone at his office, he stated he would not attend this meeting because he was too busy with work due to upcoming personal time off, and he later sent an email stating he would also not attend any future meetings of this Committee.  

 All present signed the attendance sheet and the Minutes of the March 21, 2012 meeting were approved.  Agenda items were then discussed, except that follow-up reports and new input for LADOT items were not available in the absence of LADOT representation.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –


Item #1:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no follow-up report was available on whether 4-way STOP timing for pedestrian-crossing signal buttons at the Rose/Walgrove intersection is warranted to prevent vehicles from turning from Rose onto Walgrove while pedestrians are in the crosswalks, and whether such timing can be installed at this traffic signal.   [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]  


Item #2:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no follow-up report was available on a request to paint white lines and KEEP CLEAR on the street at the entrance to an alley running east from Centinela Ave. to Grand View, to help southbound drivers make left turns into the alley when northbound drivers fail to yield.  The Committee’s previous LADOT engineer Michael May had said he would research the Vehicle Code to determine whether a KEEP CLEAR sign can be applied at alleys as it is at side streets that feed into main thoroughfares.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]


Item #3:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available re: investigation of recent accidents at the Venice Blvd./Beethoven St. intersection.  However, LAPD Officer Joe Pollack had brought LAPD accident reports from 01/01/11 through 05/14/12 (bridging the gap in LADOT’s files which stop at 12/31/10), showing a dozen reported accidents at the intersection in that short time period (five involving bikes), and providing data LADOT can use to investigate and to recommend measures to prevent future incidents.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]            
 
Item #4:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, contact information for the Caltrans Senior Transportation Engineer in charge of the project to install protected-only left turn signal phasing on Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St. was not available.  The Committee’s former engineer, Michael May, had offered to provide this contact info in case of further questions about this project.  The left turn arrows are now operational as of May 14th and Len Nguyen indicated that the timing is still being adjusted by the LADOT.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]         


Item #5:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available re: a stakeholder request to paint a center stripe on Rose Ave. between Beethoven St. and Walgrove Ave. for safety reasons.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]

New Business –


Item #1:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available to a report that the 25 MPH speed limit sign at 13141 Rose Ave. is missing and needs to be replaced.  [Tabled for LADOT response at the next meeting.] 
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Item #2:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available re: a request that branches of a parkway tree obstructing westbound motorists’ view of the 25 MPH speed limit sign at 13047 Rose Ave. be trimmed so the sign is clearly visible.  [Tabled for LADOT response at the next meeting.]      

 
Item #3:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, a request by the MVCC Board for an updated list, compiled jointly by LADOT and CD11, of all oversize vehicle parking restriction signs which stakeholders have requested and are waiting for will be compiled by CD11’s Len Nguyen.  [Tabled for a follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Note:  Len Nguyen will handle LADOT New Business Agenda items with LADOT and try to obtain information on the status of outstanding items of Old Business. 

Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  There was limited discussion of areas where parking of oversize vehicles and overnight parking on residential streets creates neighborhood problems.  The list being compiled by Len Nguyen pursuant to the MVCC request (see LADOT New Business Item #3 above) will provide more information about the status and location of restriction signs that have not been provided and installed.   [Tabled for CD11 follow-up reports at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: Len Nguyen’s most recent orders for pothole and curb repairs in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., which the residents report have not been done, Len said he has been advised by Street Services that to comply with his orders, repaving will be necessary and is not on their committed work schedule as yet.  [Tabled for a follow-up report at the next meeting.]

Item #3:  Re: Len Nguyen’s request to Street Services to fill potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave and at 3200 Selby Ave., Len reported he thinks the work has been done but he will follow up with a personal inspection.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]   

New Business –

Item #1:  Discussing a report from a resident of Rose Ave. that a number of FedEx trucks cut through Rose Ave. to Walgrove Ave. every morning, spreading noise and exhaust fumes, and a request that these trucks use Palms Blvd. instead, Officer Pollack and Len Nguyen responded that although must be very annoying to residents, the trucks are not on the street illegally unless it can be proved they are not doing business, making deliveries or pickups on that street at that time.  However, Officer Pollack will observe these trucks and speak to the drivers about their cut-through activities.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]   
Item #2:  Len Nguyen will make a new request to Street Services to fill potholes at the northeast corner of Frances Ave. and Windward Ave., pursuant to a previous order which was apparently ignored.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.] 
Item #3:  Re: stakeholder requests for “No Parking” or restricted hours parking signs on the north side of Venice Blvd. underneath the 405 Fwy. bridge and for “No Oversize Vehicle Parking” signs on the east side of the 3700 block of South Globe Ave., where oversize vehicles and overnight parking has recently sprung up, Len Nguyen will talk to Caltrans to see if they can post some signage to discourage this parking.  [Tabled for a follow-up report at the next meeting.]  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.
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The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 18, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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