 Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee

ADDENDUM TO:  Minutes of May 16, 2012 Meeting

LADOT responses [dated July 5th] are provided in bold blue following [Old and New] Business Items.



[The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:25 a.m. on Wednesday, May 16, 2012 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer, Rudy Guevara, assigned to attend the meeting due to Michael May’s transfer to another office, was not present.  When contacted by phone at his office, he stated he would not attend this meeting; he later sent an email stating he would also not attend any future meetings of this Committee.]  

  [Agenda items were then discussed, except that follow-up reports and new input for LADOT items were not available in the absence of LADOT representation.]

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –


Item #1:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no follow-up report was available on whether 4-way STOP timing for pedestrian-crossing signal buttons at the Rose/Walgrove intersection is warranted to prevent vehicles from turning from Rose onto Walgrove while pedestrians are in the crosswalks, and whether such timing can be installed at this traffic signal.  

Log 12-1932

It appears that this request is for the implementation of pedestrian scramble system timing for the traffic signal at the intersection of Rose Avenue and Walgrove Avenue.  

Pedestrian scramble systems were implemented at approximately 10 locations in the City of Los Angeles for a pilot program in 2009.  That type of operation was removed from four of those locations, due to serious problems with resulting congestion.  This type of signal timing requires all vehicles to completely stop while pedestrians have their phase; and all pedestrians to completely stop while vehicles have their phase.   This operation can only possibly be recommended when there are many pedestrians crossing the intersection throughout the entire day, every day, and the majority of these pedestrians must cross on a regular basis.  Without pedestrian compliance, they continue to cross whenever the vehicular green ball is displayed; effectively preventing drivers from completing their turns, leading to severe congestion.  Examples where pedestrian scramble timing have been effective:  adjacent to the campuses of USC and at UCLA.  Pedestrian scramble timing must be in place 24/7, and adequate time for pedestrians to completely cross diagonally across the intersection must be provided.   It also works more effectively when there are two lanes of through traffic provided for each direction of vehicular travel.

There is no reason to believe that there are significant pedestrian crossings at the intersection of Rose Avenue and Walgrove Avenue throughout the day.  Crossings during Walgrove Avenue Elementary School arrival/departure hours, and when there are large events at Penmar Recreation Center and Golf Course (located one block southwesterly of Rose/Walgrove) would not justify scramble implementation.  Provision of pedestrian scramble timing would potentially cause serious traffic congestion, with minimal improvement to pedestrian safety.  

LADOT cannot recommend implementation of pedestrian scramble operation at the intersection of Rose Avenue and Walgrove Avenue.


Item #2:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no follow-up report was available on a request to paint white lines and KEEP CLEAR on the street at the entrance to an alley running east from Centinela Ave. to Grand View, to help southbound drivers make left turns into the alley when northbound drivers fail to yield.  The Committee’s previous LADOT engineer Michael May had said he would research the Vehicle Code to determine whether a KEEP CLEAR sign can be applied at alleys as it is at side streets that feed into main thoroughfares.  Mr Nguyen of Councilmember Rosendahl’s office indicated that he will contact the Mar Vista Traffic Committee to confirm the actual location and the times of the day when this is a problem.  NOTE:  It is necessary to confirm that the alley (wherever it is located) has vehicles blocking ingress/egress for significant lengths of time during the peak hours in order for KEEP CLEAR pavement message(s) to be installed.



Item #3:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available re: investigation of recent accidents at the Venice Blvd./Beethoven St. intersection.  However, LAPD Officer Joe Pollack had brought LAPD accident reports from 01/01/11 through 05/14/12 (bridging the gap in LADOT’s files which stop at 12/31/10), showing a dozen reported accidents at the intersection in that short time period (five involving bikes), and providing data LADOT can use to investigate and to recommend measures to prevent future incidents.    The provision of the new left-turn arrows is expected to reduce collisions at the intersection of Venice Bl/Beethoven St.  Any further concerns are issues for Caltrans to resolve, as Venice Boulevard is a State Highway.  An e-mail has been forwarded to Caltrans detailing the committee’s concerns.  If Caltrans  needs to have additional information from LAPD, Caltrans will request LADOT to request Officer Pollack to provide the collision data report.   

   
 
Item #4:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, contact information for the Caltrans Senior Transportation Engineer in charge of the project to install protected-only left turn signal phasing on Venice Blvd. at Beethoven St. was not available.  The Committee’s former engineer, Michael May, had offered to provide this contact info in case of further questions about this project.  The left turn arrows are now operational as of May 14th and Len Nguyen indicated that the timing is still being adjusted by the LADOT.   If LADOT is provided with this contact information, it will be forwarded to CD 11 to provide to the committee.  As of mid-June, the left-turn detection loops had not been completed and activated, therefore the left-turn arrow came up every cycle.  When the loops are activated, the left-turn arrow(s) will only come up when several vehicles are waiting in the pocket when the light turns green.


Item #5:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available re: a stakeholder request to paint a center stripe on Rose Ave. between Beethoven St. and Walgrove Ave. for safety reasons.  [Tabled for an LADOT report at the next meeting.]  A work order has been issued to reinstall/repaint the centerline of Rose Avenue between Morningside/Beethoven and Walgrove.

New Business –


Item #1:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available to a report that the 25 MPH speed limit sign at 13141 Rose Ave. is missing and needs to be replaced.   LADOT installs/maintains speed limit signs when the speed limit for a particular roadway is included in Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 80.81, and that speed limit is supported with a current/valid Traffic and Engineering Study, in accordance with the California Vehicle Code.  Rose Avenue is not listed in LAMC Section 80.81.  With the presence of the speed humps on the roadway, it is no longer appropriate to provide a SPEED LIMIT 25 sign in front of 13141 Rose Av, therefore the sign will not be replaced.
 
Item #2:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, no response was available re: a request that branches of a parkway tree obstructing westbound motorists’ view of the 25 MPH speed limit sign at 13047 Rose Ave. be trimmed so the sign is clearly visible.     

It is most effective for the council office or members of the public to call 3-1-1 or to go on-line to http://bss.lacity.org/request.htm to request that trees be trimmed when they obstruct visibility.  The sign at 13047 Rose Avenue is posted on a street light post (electrolier) which is at least 50 feet from the nearby tree.  With the existing speed humps, the sign serves only a supplementary purpose, and the amount of visibility should be more than adequate.  As mentioned above, when this sign becomes badly faded or defaced, it should not be replaced.

 
Item #3:  Due to the absence of the LADOT engineer, a request by the MVCC Board for an updated list, compiled jointly by LADOT and CD11, of all oversize vehicle parking restriction signs which stakeholders have requested and are waiting for will be compiled by CD11’s Len Nguyen.    Len Nguyen of Councilmember Rosendahl’s Office is working with the Permit Parking Section regarding this issue.
[End of LADOT Response to May 16th Agenda Items]

