MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

July 17, 2013


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, July 17, 2013 at the West Los Angeles office of CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer) and Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy).  LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU) was absent.  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the March 20, 2013 meeting.    

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  Rudy G. reiterated that he signed a work order a few months ago to re-paint the double yellow center stripe on the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson, which was covered up during resurfacing last year, and that the work order was then sent to the Coordination Unit to forward to the LADOT Yard’s Striping Section.  However, he did not know whether the work had been completed.  Len N. offered to drive by the location after the meeting to check it out and later reported that the center stripe has not yet been re-painted.   [Tabled for LADOT completion report at the next meeting.]      

Item #2:  As to whether STOP signs can be installed on Beethoven St. at Marco Pl. to create a 4-way STOP for safety reasons, Rudy G. again reported that his study has been completed but a few questions still remain to be reviewed, and the engineer assigned to the review has not completed this work.  Rudy G. will advise when a final determination has been made, probably within the next few weeks.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at or before the next meeting.]           

Item #3:  Re: pending requests to re-stripe a corner center line, a crosswalk, and other center lines that were covered up during resurfacing on Woodbine, Butler and Rose Aves., Rudy G. reiterated that work orders were written April 24 to (a) re-install a double yellow center line where Woodbine curves into Butler behind the Mar Vista Recreation Center, and (b) re-paint the crosswalk that crosses Butler on the south side of Rose, but he did not know whether the work  had been done.  Linda G. drove by the location after the meeting and reports that both (a) and (b) re-painting jobs have been completed.  As for(c), a request to repaint the center lines on both Woodbine and Rose Aves., between Butler and McLaughlin, Rudy G. reported that records show neither street had a painted center line before the recent resurfacing so repainting is not in order.  [No further action by this Committee.]     

Item #4:  Rudy G. said he has not checked to see if the work previously ordered to extend red curbs at the intersection of Wade St. and Mitchell to increase visibility for drivers crossing Wade on Mitchell has been completed.  Len N. drove by the intersection after the meeting to see if the work has been completed and has since reported that the red curbs have been extended on Wade at the intersection with Mitchell, increasing visibility for drivers on Mitchell.  [No further action by this Committee.]    

 Item #5:  Re:  a question as to whether traffic signal timing changes could be made on Walgrove Ave. at Victoria, Palms, Morningside Way and Rose Ave. to reduce speeding problems on Walgrove, Len N. reported that signal timing is in a Citywide program and administrators are not inclined make changes in order to slow traffic, but rather to speed up traffic to deal with congestion.  ATSAC (Automated Traffic Surveillance & Control) is not likely to consider making changes in Walgrove Ave. signals timing.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #6:  Due to other work priorities, and pending a discussion with his supervisor as to how to proceed, Rudy G. has not begun a study on a stakeholder’s proposal to keep traffic moving and reduce commuter gridlock in the northbound lanes of Centinela Ave. from Washington Blvd. to Venice by posting “No Parking 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM Monday thru Friday” signs on the east side of Centinela from Washington to Venice.   [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
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Item #7:  Rudy G. submitted a written report of his study of a request to post STOP signs on Butler Ave. at Rose Ave., to convert the intersection to a 4-way STOP for pedestrian and driver safety, which concludes that an engineering review and supporting data fail to satisfy guidelines for a 4-way STOP at this intersection and cannot be justified at this time.  [No further action by this Committee.]

Item #8:  Rudy G. reported that work has not begun yet on a request to install STOP signs on posts in the middle of Grand View Blvd. at Victoria Ave. to help reduce accidents due to drivers not making a full stop at this 4-way STOP intersection.  [Tabled for LADOT progress report at the next meeting.] 

Item #9:  In an e-mail Rudy G. quoted a message he received from LADOT Parking Enforcement after the May Committee meeting, on its actions re: illegal parking on Wade St. south of Venice Blvd., as follows:  “Captain, I assigned an officer to the 3800 block of Wade St./south of Venice Blvd.  9 vehicles were marked including l M/H and 1 boat, however there are signs posted for street cleaning Weds & Thurs.  Nothing looks abandon per the officer.”  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]

New Business –


Item #l:  Rudy G. will take a look to see if suggestions to reduce speeding on Walgrove Ave. made by a resident, such as adding more speed limit signs, especially for traffic northbound from Venice Blvd., and posting “sharrows” signage indicating that bicycles may use the full lane, are warranted/justified.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Answering a request to repaint the yellow striped lane markers on Inglewood Blvd. between Venice and National that were covered with slurry during recent repaving between Charnock and Tabor, and repaint STOP and white lines in the Inglewood/Charnock intersection, including going south on Inglewood and east and west on Charnock, Rudy G. will check with LADOT Resurfacing to make sure they have these repainting jobs on their priority list.  [Tabled for further LADDOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Re: a stakeholder request to also repaint the STOP and white lines at the Palms Blvd. and Inglewood Blvd. intersection, going south and north on Inglewood and east and west on Palms, which have faded due to the high volume of cut-through traffic at this intersection, Rudy G. will also check this paint job against the LADOT Resurfacing’s work orders to see it they already have it, and if not, he will look at the location and order repairs as needed.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 


Item #4:  A stakeholder’s request for LADOT Parking Enforcement to deal with illegal parking in the 11500-16000 blocks of Pearl Place and for signs to restrict long-term parking in front of homes will get some help from LAPD in the form of a letter of support from LAPD Captain Peters for restricted parking signs on the Freeway (north) side of the street.  Len N. will see about petitions by homeowners to restrict parking on the south side of Pearl Pl.   [Tabled for further LADOT and CD11 reports at the next meeting.]  

Item #5:  Requests made for traffic mitigation measures in North Westdale to control speeding and other problems arising from an influx of traffic from Barrington Ave., including conversion of a 2-way to a 4-way STOP at the intersection of Granville and Brookhaven Ave., installation of s 3-way STOP at Stoner Ave. facing Gateway at the Radio Dr. intersection (on a painted island), and installation of a painted crosswalk on Stoner Ave. at the intersection with Brookhaven -- also sent to CD11 Councilman Mike Bonin in a formal letter of support from the Mar Vista Community Board -- were discussed.  Rudy G. will look at the locations and initiate a study of the proposals to determine whether they are warranted and feasible.  [Tabled for LADOT progress report at the next meeting.]  
Item #6:  Re: a request for a painted pedestrian crosswalk with flashing lights across Barrington Ave. at Navy St., following a recent accident in which a young girl was hit and seriously injured by a car, Rudy G. will do a study of this request and advise of the results.  (Note: Agenda note stating the same request was made and denied in Sept. 2000 was a typo error; the previous request/denial was in Sept. 2009.)  Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 
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Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  In a follow-up report on compliance with his orders to Street Services to make permanent repairs to the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., Len N. said that the potholes have now been filled but Street Services has referred the skin patchwork for the areas where the asphalt meets the cement curb in the blocks between Centinela and Frances to the Resurface Section, which is overseen by Mark Antonio Grant.  Len will advise when the work has been completed.   [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]     
New Business –


Item #1:  Stakeholder Marissa Roman’s request for permit parking on Wade St. in the several blocks north of Venice Blvd. where there is no restricted parking (such as for street cleaning), which was also an Action Item for the MVCC Transportation/Infrastructure Committee June meeting, was made because non-residents and businesses from Venice Blvd. park vehicles for long periods in front homes in that area.   Len N. has been in contact with the stakeholder and also had Parking Enforcement chase away a camper and some over-72-hours-parked vehicles.  Len will provide Marissa with petitions for restricted parking to be signed by homeowners in the neighborhood.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 


Item #2:  Re: a request from stakeholder Olivia Duarte for signs on the Mar Vista Stairs to ban the unsafe and illegal practice of teens riding their mountain bikes (and skateboards?) down the stairs, which endangers both themselves and other people on this public staircase and adjoining sidewalk and is expressly prohibited by City ordinance LAMC 56.15, Len N. has referred this matter to Street Use Inspector Constencio Braccio at the Department of Public Works, Bureau of Street Services, who will inspect the location and write up a work order for appropriate signs to be posted.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]    
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 18, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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