MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

May 15, 2013


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the March 20, 2013 meeting.    

Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  Rudy G. reported that he signed a work order to re-paint the double yellow center stripe on the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson, which was covered up during resurfacing last year.   The work order was sent to the Coordination Unit to forward to the LADOT Yard’s Striping Section.  Officer Pollack said he will monitor the location on his rounds and will notify the Committee when the work has been completed.  [Tabled for LADOT & LAPD completion report at the next meeting.]      

Item #2:  Re: whether STOP signs can be installed on Beethoven St. at Marco Pl. to create a 4-way STOP for safety reasons, Rudy G. reported that his study has been completed but a few questions remain to be reviewed.  He will advise when a final determination is made.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.]           

Item #3:  Re: requests for re-striping of a corner curve, a crosswalk, and center lines which were covered up during resurfacing on Woodbine, Butler and Rose Aves., Rudy G. reported as follows:  (a) A work order was written April 24 to re-install a double yellow center line where Woodbine curves into Butler behind the Mar Vista Recreation Center; (b) A work order was completed on April 24 to repaint the crosswalk which crosses Butler on the south side of Rose; and (c) re: a request to repaint center lines on Woodbine and Rose Aves. between Butler and McLaughlin (i) the Woodbine center line is still being reviewed to see if it existed before resurfacing; and (ii) there is no evidence that Rose Ave. had a painted center line before the recent resurfacing because the street is less than 36 feet wide, not meeting the criterion for center striping..  [Tabled for further LADOT completion reports on work orders (a) and (b), and a report on (c)(i), the status of theWoodbine center line, at the next meeting.]    

Item #4:  Rudy G. said he has not checked to see if the work to extend red curbs at the intersection of Wade St. and Mitchell to increase visibility for drivers crossing Wade on Mitchell has been completed, but he will do so before the next meeting.  [Tabled for LADOT completion report at the next meeting.]    

 Item #5:  Rudy G. reported that he has not had a chance to look into whether traffic signal changes can be made at Victoria, Palms, Morningside Way and Rose Ave. to reduce current speeding problems on Walgrove.  Len N. offered to look into this matter and coordinate his findings with Rudy.  Officer Joe P. said he has written some speeding tickets on Walgrove recently. [Tabled for further LADOT and CD11 reports at the next meeting.] 
Item #6:  Rudy G. has not begun a study on a stakeholder’s proposal to keep traffic moving and reduce commuter gridlock in the northbound lanes of Centinela Ave. between Washington and Venice by posting “No Parking 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM Monday thru Friday” signs on the east side of Centinela from Washington to Venice, providing traffic with an extra travel lane during those commuter hours, pending a discussion with his supervisor about how to proceed with such a study. (Note: There was a brief discussion about LADWP’s plan to run the high-voltage Scattergood line down the middle of Centinela Ave. but a timetable for the work is unknown at this time.  However, it could conflict with and/or pre-empt this stake-holder proposal.)   [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]   

Item #7:  Rudy G. reported that his study of a request to post STOP signs on Butler Ave. at Rose Ave., to convert the intersection to a 4-way STOP for pedestrian and driver safety, is ongoing, and no completion date has been set at this time.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]            
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Item #8:  A request to finish all street markings on repaved Beethoven St., by repainting the standard speed hump signs and symbols on the reinstalled speed humps, was completed a few days before this meeting.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #9:  Re: a stakeholder complaint about numerous non-resident, commercial and trash-filled vehicles illegally parked on Wade St. south of Venice Blvd., Rudy G. said he would forward this information to LADOT Parking Enforcement for action and provide residents with phone numbers to call and other instructions on reporting such vehicles for ticketing.  The day after this meeting, Rudy sent an e-mail confirming notice to LADOT Parking Enforcement and providing phone contacts and complete instructions on reporting for ticketing, and this e-mail was forwarded to stakeholder Corey Frey for his and other Wade St. residents’ use.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  

New Business –


Item #1:  Rudy G. will look into a request to put STOP signs on posts in the middle of Grand View Blvd. at the Victoria Ave. 4-way STOP intersection, following some serious accidents where drivers apparently failed to see STOP signs on the corners of this very wide street.  These STOP signs would duplicate an identical installation at the intersection of Grand View Blvd. and Charnock Rd. further up the hill.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
Item #2:  Re: a stakeholder request for LADOT Parking Enforcement to ticket vehicles parking at the “4-hour 8 am-6 pm” limit parking signs on the west side of Centinela Ave. between Palms and National which stay well past the posted time limit, some for days and overnight and leave trash behind, Rudy G. said he would forward this information to LADOT Parking Enforcement for action and provide phone numbers to call and other instructions on reporting such vehicles for ticketing.  The day after this meeting, Rudy sent an e-mail confirming notice to LADOT Parking Enforcement and providing phone contacts and complete instructions on reporting for ticketing, and this e-mail was forwarded to stakeholder Nancy Johnson for her and other residents’ use.

 Len N. also reported that he is working with Nancy Johnson on Petitions for oversize/overnight vehicle parking restrictions for three sections of Centinela Ave., as follows: (1) West side of Centinela between Woodbine and Palms Blvd.; (2) Both sides of Centinela between Woodbine and Rose Ave.; and (3) Both sides of Centinela between Stanwood and Rose Ave.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  

Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  In a follow-up report on compliance with his orders to Street Services to make permanent repairs to the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., Len N. said that the potholes have now been filled but repairs to the curb and the gutter erosion have not been done.  Ron Olive and Keith Mozee were cooperative about scheduling the rest of the work but offered no completion date.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]     
Item #2:  Len N. reported that he received an update on March 20th from Yunis Ghausi of Caltrans re: his request to Caltrans for “No Stopping Any Time” signs to be posted on the Venice Blvd. north roadway in the 12000 block under the 405 Freeway overpass.  Yunis said that Caltrans has reviewed and concurs with the request, and they estimate that the signs will go up in three to four months.  [No further action by this Committee.]  

New Business –

None submitted.
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The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 17, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at the Council District 11 West Los Angeles office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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