Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         March 20, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025


BIMOTRAF-130220-AGENDA


Call to Order.


Approval of Minutes of January 16, 2013 with the following corrections submitted by Rudy Guevara for LADOT Old Business Items:  Item #1 – “LADOT does not believe that ‘Keep Clean’ pavement markings would make it any safer for S/B left turns as requestor believes.”; Item #2 – “It is not up to LA City Council to update speed surveys.  It is up to LADOT.  LADOT has updated some speed surveys and it is up to LA City Council to approve them.  It is out of the hands of LADOT at this point.”;  and Item #6 - “STOP signs are not used to control speed.  [They] are used to provide more restrictive control of right-of-way assignment at intersections and the over-use of stop signs leads to [drivers’] disregard for these important Traffic Control Devices.”   

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the January 16th Meeting:
 
1.  Report from Rudy Guevara as to whether the double yellow center stripe on the curve where Barry Ave. beomes Clarkson may be repainted of what other type of stripe may be used to replace it if the original double yellow stripe is no longer used., and a decision as to whether the width of the street at this location may require adding red curb space and eliminating some parking spaces. [LADOT] 

2.  Report from Rudy Guevara on his study of whether STOP signs on Beethoven St. at Marco to create a 4-way STOP for safety reasons can be done.  [LADOT]       
3.   Report on whether work orders have been issued to repaint the center-line where Woodbine Ave. curves left into Butler Ave. behind Mar Vista Recreation Center, the crosswalk crossing Butler on the south side of Rose Ave., and the center lines on Woodbine and Rose between Butler and McLaughlin which were covered over during resurfacing.  [LADOT]        
4.  Regarding a request to paint limit lines and post “DO NOT BLOCK INTERSECTION” signs on Venice Blvd. at Lyceum Ave. for eastbound vehicles stopped on Venice and blocking egress onto Venice from Lyceum for cars and bicycles, because Venice is a State Highway under Caltrans supervision, LADOT engineer Rudy Guevara has referred this request along with a copy of the stakeholder’s original e-mail to his Caltrans contact Yunus Ghausi, asking for the appropriate Caltrans personnel to handle this matter.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]     
5.  Further report from Rudy Guevara re: his conclusion as to a request for a 4-way stop on Wade St. at Mitchell, and whether the previously ordered red curb extensions have in fact been painted.  [LADOT] 

6.  Status of request from a stakeholder who feels endangered by cars that turn right from Centinela onto Palms without stopping for signs warning drivers not to make the turn when the signal light on Centinela is red, plus police presence.  [LADOT & LAPD] 


7.  Further requests  from Walgrove Ave. stakeholders for traffic controls to reduce excessive speeding on Walgrove to the posted limit of 28 MPH in the face of continued crashes and the ineffectiveness of signal at Morningside Way to slow traffic speeds.  [LADOT & LAPD]     

8 Further discussion of new crosswalk design further locations in Mar Vista.  [LADOT]  
New Business – Items for Discussion:

1.  Request to post signs for “No Parking 2 AM to 6 AM” on the east side of Bundy Drive between National Blvd. and Ocean Park Blvd., due to several “permanently” parked oversize vehicles and a wide truck with a trailer and a large advertising sign in that location which obstruct traffic.  There  
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have already been several accidents due to these never-moved vehicles and they should be prevented from overnight parking.  [LADOT & LAPD]   

2.  Proposel to keep traffic moving and reduce commuter gridlock in the northbound lanes of Centinela Ave. between Washington Blvd. and Venice Blvd. by posting “No Parking 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday”signs on the east side of Centinela from Washington to Venice.  [LADOT]      
3.  Request to change the intersection of Butler Ave. and Rose Ave. from a 2-way to a 4-way STOP for the safety of pedestrians and drivers.  This is a very busy intersection with families and children coming to and from the Mar Vista Park and Recreation Center.  [LADOT]
4.  Request for speed limit signs and police patrol on Grand View Blvd. between Washington Place and Washington Blvd. due to increasing speeding and commuter cut-thru traffic in this section.  Since this is a borderline LA/Culver City jurisdiction, it needs to be determined which city is responsible for safety and traffic-calming to ensure a safe street for the residents and their children.  [LADOT & LAPD]           

Other Agenda Items 

 Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the January 16th Meeting:

 1.  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen on his orders to Street Services to make permanent repairs to the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., and whether his orders have been scheduled, completed or are in progress.  [CD11] 
2.  Follow-up report on whether Len Nguyen’s new work order #12063211 to Street Services, to fill potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave., has now been done.  [CD11] 
      
3.  Follow-up report on whether Street Services has filled potholes at the northeast corner of Frances Ave. and Windward Ave. as requested and ordered.  [CD11]  
      
4.  Follow-up report by Len Nguyen re: his letter to Caltrans requesting “No Stopping Any Time” signs to be posted on Venice Blvd. north roadway in the 12000 block, under the 405 Fwy bridge and whether there has been any further response or resolution by Caltrans following Thomas Knox’s request to the Caltrans Traffic Operations Unit. [CD11]  


5.  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen on any further discussions with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Drake Madison and LAPD Officers at the West District Traffic Division CTSU re: formulating a plan to crack down on the out-of-control speeding and safety issues on Walgrove Ave.  [CD11 & LAPD] 

6.  Follow-up report from Len Nguyen as to whether the Rose Ave. speed survey has now been updated by LADOT and sent to the City Attorney and City Council for approval.  [CD11]   

7.   Following up on complaints from Inglewood Blvd. residenta about their cars being ticketed for allegedly parking on the sidewalk, it was determined that it was not LAPD but LADOT Parking Enforcement that was issuing these tickets.  Rudy Guevara referred the matter to Captain Tom Villerreal in the DOT Bureau of Parking Enforcement, who asked for more information, and Linda G. sent his e-mail to Mariana Lem and the Inglewood Neighborhood Watch for them to deal directly with the DOT.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]


8.   Follow-up on whether CTSU has monitored speeding on Beethoven St. as requested.  [CD11 & LAPD]

9.  A large motor home with out-of-state plates that was parked on upper Palms Blvd. blocking visibility for cars turning out of Moore St. onto Palms has been moved and has not returned.  [No further action needed by this Committee.] 

10.  A large number of asphalt chunks dumped on the parkway opposite 3330 Beethoven St. has been removed.  [No further action needed by this Committee.] 
New Business – Items for Discussion 

1.  Follow-up by Len Nguyen on status of replacement of centerlines, stop-lines, speed hump symbols and school crosswalks on Beethoven St. between Palms and Venice after repaving.  [CD11]
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2.  A stakeholder complains that numerous vehicles not belonging to residents, some parked for many days at a time, and others commercial vehicles, and some filled with junk and garbage park on Wade St. south of Venice Blvd, not only cluttering the residential neighborhood but preventing residents without garages from parking on the street near their homes.  He asks that LAPD Parking Enforcement ticket these vehicles whose owners are apparently storing them on the street for days, well over the 72 hours permitted.  [LAPD]   


The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

