MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

March 20, 2013


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the January 16, 2013 meeting    

with the corrections submitted by Rudy Guevara.  Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  Rudy G. reported that his staff has looked at and will re-paint the double yellow center stripe on the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson, which was covered up during resurfacing last year.   The work order is ready for his signature and will then be sent to the LADOT Yard’s striping section.  [Tabled for LADOT completion report at the next meeting.]      

Item #2:  Re: whether STOP signs can be installed on Beethoven St. at Marco Pl. to create a 4-way STOP for safety reasons, Rudy G. reported that he is still conducting his study.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.]           

Item #3:  Re: requests for re-striping of curve, crosswalk and center lines which were covered up during resurfacing on Woodbine, Butler and Rose Aves., Rudy G. reported as follows:  (a) a work order is in process to re-install a double yellow center line where Woodbine curves into Butler behind the Mar Vista Recreation Center; (b) a work order is done and will be sent this week to repaint the crosswalk crossing Butler on the south side of Rose; and (c) the request to repaint center lines on Woodbine and Rose between Butler and McLaughlin must be studied to determine whether center lines existed in those locations prior to the resurfacing work.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report on (c) and completion reports on (a) and (b) at the next meeting.] 
Item #4:  As reported in the Agenda re: a request for signs on Venice Blvd. at Lyceum Ave. to ease eastbound egress onto Venice Blvd. for cars and bicycles, because Venice is a State Highway under the supervision of Caltrans, Rudy G. has referred this request with a copy of the stakeholder’s original e-mail to his Caltrans contact, asking that appropriate Caltrans personnel handle the matter directly with the stakeholder.  [No further action by this Committee.]    

Item #5:  Rudy G. reported that a study of a request for a 4-way STOP at Wade and Mitchell has been completed, with the conclusion that the all-way STOP is not justified at this time. Wade speeding problems should be reported to LAPD’s West Traffic Division at (213) 473-0220.   The red curbs extension work order is in process and will be signed this week.  [Tabled for LADOT completion report at the next meeting.]    

 Item #6:  Responding to a request for signs and police presence at the northwest corner of Centinela and Palms, where cars turn right onto Palms during the red signal on Centinela, endangering pedestrians, Officer Pollack monitored the intersection and saw only a few pedestrians.  Rudy G. said that “No Turn on Red” signs add to congestion, and accident data from Jan. 2005 through June 2011 shows no accidents between vehicles and pedestrians at that location.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #7:  Re: further requests from Walgrove stakeholders for traffic controls to reduce speeding and crashes due to drivers ignoring the posted 25 MPH speed limit, Officer Pollack has been monitoring the street and has observed speeding by motorists who slowed down when they spotted him watching them.  Rudy G. will look into signal timing at the Victoria, Palms, Morningside Way and Rose traffic signals to see if changes can be made to reduce speeding on Walgrove.  [Tabled for further LADOT & LAPD reports at the next meeting.] 

Item #8:  Re: new crosswalk design locations in Mar Vista, Rudy G. reported that in the future when streets are resurfaced, the repainted crosswalks will be done in the new Continental design.  [No further action by this Committee.]         
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New Business –


Item #1:  Re: a stakeholder request to post signs for “No Parking 2 AM to 6 AM” on the east side of Bundy Drive between National Blvd. and Ocean Park Blvd. to prevent current overnight parking by oversize vehicles and a large truck with a trailer which obstruct traffic, Rudy G. said LADOT cannot install “no overnight parking” signage without a prior written request from an LAPD Captain, or higher-rank officer, in connection with some type of illegal or unlawful activity.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #2:  Re: a proposal to keep traffic moving and reduce commuter gridlock in the northbound lanes of Centinela Ave. between Washington and Venice Blvds. by posting “No Parking 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday” signs on the east side of Centinela from Washington to Venice to provide traffic with an extra travel lane during commuter hours, Rudy G. will look into and conduct a study of this proposal.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Request to post STOP signs on Butler Ave. at Rose Ave. to convert the intersection from a 2-way to a 4-way STOP for the safety of pedestrians and drivers, Rudy G. will look at this location and conduct a study.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  Re: a request for speed limit signs and police patrol on Grand View Blvd. between Washington Pl. and Washington Blvd., Rudy G. has determined that this street section is in Culver City, so he will contact the Culver City DOT Traffic Manager (Gabriel Garcia) and forward the stakeholder’s requests and complaints to him for further action.  [No further action by this Committee.]   

Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  Following up on his orders to Street Services to make permanent repairs to the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., Len N. said that work still has not been done.  Len has a meeting scheduled for March 21st with Ron Olive and Keith Mozee of Street Services and will bring this matter to their attention.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]     

Item #2:  Len N. reported that re: his work order #12063211, Street Services has now completed filling the potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #3:  Len N. reported that Street Services has completed filling potholes at the northeast corner of Frances and Windward Aves. as ordered.  [No further action by this Committee.[ 

Item #4:  Following up re: his request to Caltrans for “No Stopping Any Time” signs to be posted on the Venice Blvd. north roadway in the 12000 block, under the 405 Freeway bridge, Len N. reported that he spoke with Thomas Knox again, and Mr. Knox will tell Michelle Quan in the Caltrans Traffic Operations Unit to follow up on the process for getting the signs posted. [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]

Item #5:  Speeding on Walgrove Ave. is currently receiving the attention of LAPD traffic officers and more drivers are complying with the 25 MPH posted speed limit. (See, LADOT Old Business, Item #7).   [No further action by this Committee at this time.]     

Item #6:  Len N. reported that so far, the Rose Ave. speed survey has not been updated.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #7:  Re: complaints from Inglewood Blvd. residents about their cars being ticketed by LADOT Parking Enforcement, Rudy G. referred the matter to Captain TomVillerreal in the DOT Bureau of Parking Enforcement, who asked for specific information about the tickets.  Linda G. then forwarded the Captain’s e-mail to the Inglewood Neighborhood Watch group so they will be able deal directly with specifics of this DOT Parking Enforcement ticketing process.  [No further action by this Committee.]   


Item #8:  Re: LAPD monitoring of speeding on Beethoven St. between Venice Blvd. and Palms Blvd., Officer Pollack produced a speed trailer survey from Feb. 27th which showed that the speed for the 6627 vehicles which passed the trailer averaged 28 MPH; the posted speed limit on Beethoven is 30 MPH.  (One vehicle was clocked going 69 MPH at 7 a.m.)   [No further action by this Committee at this time.]
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Item #9:  A large motor home with an Iowa license plate parked for months on upper Palms Blvd. between Beethoven and Moore Sts., blocking visibility for cars turning from Moore onto Palms, was later parked between Meier St. and Cabrillo Blvd., but has now returned long-term to its first location, accompanied by a red Chevvy sedan also with Iowa plates parked behind it.  Linda G. has suggested to the resident, who has been communicating with LAPD Senior Lead Officer Drake Madison about this problem, that he contact Captain Tom Villarreal, DOT Bureau of Parking Enforcement, Western Area, at (310) 312-3526 (e-mail address tom.villarreal@lacity.org) to see if LADOT Parking Enforcement can ticket and permanently remmove these illegally parked vehicles.   [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #10:  A large pile of asphalt chunks dumped in the parkway area opposite 3330 Beethoven St. has now been removed by a local work crew paid by a resident to do the work, after Street Services failed to remove the chunks as requested.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
New Business –


Item #1:  Following up on a request to CD11 as to the status of replacement of the stop lines, center lines, speed hump symbols and school crosswalks on repaved Beethoven St. between Venice Blvd. and Palms Blvd., Rudy G. said he will talk with Eric Taylor in LADOT Yard’s Striping Unit about getting this work done as soon as possible.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]    
Item #2:  In response to a complaint to LAPD from a stakeholder that numerous vehicles not belonging to residents, many parked for long periods and some commercial vehicles filled with junk and garbage, park on Wade St. south of Venice Blvd., preventing residents without garages from parking near their homes, and a request that LAPD ticket such illegally parked vehicles, Rudy G. said this is not an LAPD but an LADOT Parking Enforcement matter, and he will forward the complaint and request to LADOT Parking Enforcement for monitoring and ticketing as needed.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.]     


The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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