MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

January 18, 2012


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Michael May (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer); Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy); and LAPD Officers Salvador Jaramillo and Christopher Kunz (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU). 

 All present signed the attendance sheet and the Minutes of the November 16, 2011 meeting were approved.  Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –


None.    
New Business - 
 
 Item #1:  A stakeholder who crosses the north side of the Rose Ave./Walgrove Ave. intersection on Rose Ave., and has done so daily for many years, reported that he has recently nearly been hit by a vehicle on several occasions despite using the pushbutton to get a WALK sign to cross.  He reported that drivers jump lights and make turns onto Walgrove from Rose without checking for pedestrians in the crosswalk, and with a school and park nearby, create a very dangerous situation in this intersection.  Responding to this report, LAPD Officers Jaramillo and Kunz said the LAPD is very aware of this intersection and its hazards and monitor it on an ongoing basis.  Officer Jaramillo said there were six reportable vehicle collisions during the last two years in this intersection, but there may have been many more where drivers simply exchanged information and LAPD was not called to the scene.  (Pedestrian accidents were not reported.) However, traffic at this intersection continues to be actively monitored and enforced, as well as at the intersection of Walgrove/Palms Blvd. to the south where there are also schools.  LADOT engineer Michael M. will see if the stakeholder’s request for four-way STOP timing (an all-red interval), when the pedestrian button is pushed, is warranted and can be installed.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 


Item #2:  Discussing a request from the MVCC Zone 5 Director for installation of two additional pedestrian crosswalks on Washington Pl., one between McLaughlin and Centinela and one between McLaughlin and Bledsoe, Michael M. stated LADOT does not have enough staff to conduct a study this “open-ended,” without specific street locations requested.  Two Washington Pl. crosswalks were requested three years ago, at East Blvd. and Marcasel Ave.  They were studied by LADOT, were found to not be justified, and the request was denied.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #3:  A commuter complained that the traffic signal at the crosswalk on Venice Blvd. at Maplewood Ave., in front of Venice High School, often turns red when no one is waiting to cross and the pushbutton apparently has not been activated, and asked whether the signal is also timed to change at set intervals regardless of the button.  Michael M. said there may be a signal malfunction because the red signal should be controlled only by the pushbutton.  He will have the Signal Timing Unit check the signal unit and repair it if there is a malfunction.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 


Item #4:  A homeowner on Stoner Ave. complained that because there are no parking restrictions on his street, outsiders such as apartment residents on Barrington and employees of Whole Foods Market use Stoner as a “parking lot” for their vehicles, creating a lack of street parking space for Stoner residents who do not have driveways to park in, so a solution is requested by the homeowner.  Len N. said he will contact the Abandoned Car agency to deal with outsiders who “store” their vehicles for long periods on Stoner, and he will also talk to the manager of the Whole Foods Market about their employees’ daily parking there.  [Tabled for a follow-up report from CD11 at the next meeting.]  
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Item #5:  Responding to a report that the speed limit signpost on the west side of Beethoven St. just south of the Venice Blvd. corner was knocked down and broken off its receiver bracket by a vehicle turning onto Beethoven from Venice and mounting the sidewalk, Michael M. will alert the Sign Unit field crew to replace the post and to pick up the broken post, with the still-intact and usable speed limit and street cleaning signs attached, from Linda G.’s garage at 3858 Beethoven.  The sidewalk receiving bracket for reinstallation of the signpost is marked with orange tape and located next to Saby’s Coffee Shop a couple of feet south of a fire hydrant.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  

Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  Reporting progress re: areas where parking of oversize vehicles and overnight parking on residential streets creates neighborhood problems, Len N. reported that CD11 had a meeting with LADOT’s General Manager about restricted parking.  LAPD Senior Lead Officer Drake Madison wants to keep enforcing parking in his MVCC Zone 4 area.   Preferential/restricted and  non-permit parking at the Windward-funded locations are a priority.  Len is working on keeping restricted parking districts as a priority for neighborhoods to control their streets.  [Tabled for further CD11 progress reports at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Following up on the repair and repaving of Warren Ave. to resolve safety issues from tree roots protruding through the roadbed pavement, Len N. says this matter remains a priority.  He has tried to get a commitment on the budget without success as yet.  [Tabled for a CD follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
Item #3:  Follow-up discussion re: long-term parking of RV’s and other large vehicles in the 3900 and 3400 blocks of Centinela Ave. and LAPD actions to control or eliminate the situation: Officer Jaramillo said that the CTSU Captain decides where LAPD task forces go into action, depending on priorities.  To impound large vehicles is very expensive and is not undertaken unless violations or offenses are egregious.  Repeated ticketing of RV’s and vans is usually ineffective as a prevention measure.  However, LAPD CTSU and task force action will be applied as needed.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #4:  Re: pothole and pavement repairs in the two blocks or Matteson Ave. between Centinela and Frances Ave., Len N. inspected the Street Services repairs and called them again to ask that more filler material be applied to the holes for a more satisfactory result.  [No further action by this Committee.]  

Item #5:  After inspecting work of filling potholes in front of a homeowner’s driveway at 12551 Caswell Ave., Len N. ordered Street Services to put more asphalt in the potholes for a better result.  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #6:  Responding to a request as to whether a recently enacted bikers’ rights ordinance requires that bikers have an enforceable responsibility to provide lights and wear visible gear so drivers can easily see them in the dark, Len N. said that this ordinance was passed by the City but the State vetoed the included “3-foot” rule.  A bike headlight and a flashing red light are already required by State law and bikers are not required to do anything other than obey the State laws   [No further action by this Committee.]  

New Business –

Item #1:  A stakeholder is concerned that when the Windward School-funded restricted parking signs are in place, the vehicles displaced by those restrictions may become a “permanent fixture” on Charnock between McLaughlin and Butler, and asked if the same signs could be installed on Charnock.  Len N. advised that she should wait and see what happens after the Windward-funded signs are in place.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #2:  Responding to a complaint that Street Services filled one pothole at the intersection of Windward and Frances Ave. and left a second pothole right next to it unfilled, Len N. said he would check out this problem and order the second hole to be filled.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
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The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 2l, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, LosAngeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair
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