Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         January 18, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025

AGENDA

Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of November 16, 2011. 

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from November. 16th Meeting:
 
None.
New Business – Items for Discussion:
 
1.  Stakeholder states he has been crossing the north side of the intersection of Rose Ave. and Walgrove from east to west on Rose Ave. for 40 years in his normal running route, daily around 8 a.m., and has recently nearly been hit by a vehicle on three occasions.  He uses the pushbutton to get a WALK sign but some cars jump the light and turn left from Rose onto Walgrove or make right turns from Rose north onto Walgrove while their light is red, without checking for pedestrians in the crosswalk, and he says avoiding rush hour doesn’t solve the problem. He notes that a school and park are nearby so this is an especially dangerous situation.  He suggests four-way STOP timing when the button is pushed, and increased police presence to discourage and ticket offending drivers.  [LADOT & LAPD]

2.  The MVCC Zone 5 Director has requested that LADOT look into installing additional marked crosswalks on Washington Place at some intersections between Centinela  and McLaughlin, and also notes that some commuter express bus stops are difficult to access without crosswalks.  (Note:  Some Washington Pl. proposed crosswalk locations have been previously studied and denied by LADOT.)
           3.  Stakeholder complains that the traffic signal at the crosswalk in front of Venice High School at Maplewood Ave. often changes to red when no one is waiting to use the crosswalk.  There is a push-button signal control so pedestrians can safely cross the street on a red light, but stakeholder says the light often changes when no one is waiting to cross.  She asks whether the light is also timed to change at set intervals, and if so, can timing be altered so cars do not have to stop when no one is waiting to use the crosswalk.
            4.  A long-time resident of the 3100 block of Stoner Ave. complains that because there are no parking restrictions on Stoner, apartment residents on Barrington “store” their vehicles for days at a time to avoid moving them for street cleaning, and many employees of Whole Foods Market on Barrington at National also use Stoner as their “parking lot” every day.  Many Stoner residents do not have driveways and must park on the street so Stoner Ave. parking has become very difficult for homeowners competing with outsiders for spaces, but some residents will not agree to permit parking.  Some form of parking restrictions must be found to deter outsiders from taking parking space from Stoner residents.

           5.  The homeowner at 3815 Beethoven St., west side of street, one door south of Venice Blvd., reports that the 30 MPH speed limit and street cleaning parking sign at that location was knocked over by a vehicle entering the parking area behind Saby’s Coffee Shop next to his house.  He was away at the time it happened but when he found the sign bent over parallel to and across the sidewalk, he pushed it back up, breaking the post away from the receiver bracket in the ground.   The sign must be replaced immediately. The homeowner has the stored the old sign unit in his back yard to return it to the City.  
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Other Agenda Items 

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Nov.16th Meeting:

1.  Continuing reports re: problem areas identified by residents where parking of oversized vehicles and overnight parking, with people living in these vehicles is occurring on residential streets. Report on progress of current actions to expedite installation of appropriate restriction signage and to ticket/tow illegally parked vehicles, including a CD11 proposed motion for parking districts agreed upon with and funded by Windward School and cost estimates for the signs.     [CD11 & LAPD]

2.  Further follow-up report re: repair and repaving of Warren Ave. to resolve safety issues from tree roots protruding through the roadbed pavement, whether the project has now been scheduled for the 2011-12 budget, and whether any plans have been made to address emergency-level safety issues on this street in the meantime.  [CD11] 
3.  Follow-up report re: complaints from stakeholders about long-term parking of RVs and other     large vehicles in the 3900 block of Centinela Ave. and in the 3400 block of Centinela between Ocean Park Blvd. and Santa Monica Airport, and current LAPD actions by their commercial traffic 

unit to check legal registrations, weight limits, etc. and ticket/tow any vehicles which do not conform with parking regulations.  Also, a follow-up on LAPD plans for a monthly task force to discourage these vehicles from returning.  [CD11 & LAPD]  

4.  Follow-up report on whether pothole and pavement repairs have been made (as ordered by CD11) in the two blocks of Matteson Ave. between Frances Ave. and Centinela Blvd., where deep curbside potholes present an injury hazard to residents getting in and out of their cars.  [CD11]
5.  Report re: status of Street Services work requested by CD11 for homeowner at 12551 Caswell Ave. for filling and repair of deep potholes in front of the home’s driveway.  [CD11] 

      6.  Answer to a concerned stakeholder’s question about whether a recently enacted bikers’ rights ordinance requires or mentions whether bike riders’ have a responsibility to have lights and wear visible gear so drivers can easily see them in the dark, and if so, are there any enforcement provisions.  [CD11]

New Business – Items for Discussion:  
      1.  A stakeholder wrote to commend the planned installation of restricted parking for the Palms-Sawtelle-Westminster-Butler-McLaughlin area streets funded by Windward School, but is concerned that once the restricted parking signs are in place, the displaced vehicles might then become a “permanent fixture” on Charnock between McLaughlin and Butler.  She suggested that Charnock should get the same signs restricting overnight parking between McLaughlin and Butler as will be installed on Palms Blvd. and Westminster Ave.    [CD11] 
       2.   A complaint has been received concerning Street Services work at the intersection of Windward and Frances Ave., where one pothole was filled but one right beside it was not filled and still presents a hazard.  [CD11]             
The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 21, 2012 at 10:00 a.m., 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

