Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         January 16, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025

AGENDA

Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of November 13, 2012.

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Nov. 13th Meeting:
 
1.  Re: an ongoing request to paint “KEEP CLEAR” and white lines on the pavement at the entrance to an alley on the east side of Centinela Ave. south of Pacific Ave., to warn northbound drivers on Centinela to keep a path clear for southbound vehicles turning into that alley, an LADOT staff study had concluded that because they saw few vehicles trying to turn left into the alley, installation and maintenance costs associated with the painting was not justified.
            Because that study was not conducted at the requested time of day and contained other errors, Len Nguyen and Rudy Guevara agreed to jointly re-visit the location.  On November 16, 2012 they met at the alley on Centinela at 8:45 a.m. to observe traffic conditions.  They found the alley entrance mostly clear for cars on Centinela traveling southbound to turn east (left) into the alley, and when northbound traffic was blocked solid with cars, it was only briefly until the light cycle at Venice Blvd. changed.  The visit time was chosen because the City of L.A.’s January 2011 Mar Vista Montessori CUP Plan Approval (page 12, item #13) states that the busiest time for drop-off is between 8:30-9:00 a.m.  Based on his new observations, Rudy G. reiterated that the KEEP CLEAR signage is not warranted.
           However, it should be noted that the Plan Approval (page 4, item #27) explicitly instructs that parents of children being driven to the school at 3863 S. Grand View Blvd. enter the alley eastbound from Centinela, drive to the school entrance and drop-off location, and exit eastbound through the alley onto Grand View Blvd.  This instruction, under the heading “Applicant Volunteered Conditions,” ends with: “This traffic circulation is subject to review and approval by the Department of Transportation.”  Contrary to a previous DOT contention, parents are not using the alley as a short-cut but are actually following instructions from the school which were approved by the City.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]  

2.  A further report from Len Nguyen on efforts to have Paul Baxter, Transportation Deputy for CD11, bring back to the City Council for review the updating of speed surveys for the Los Angeles Municipal Code.  This effort arose from LADOT’s refusal to replace a missing 25 MPH speed limit sign formerly posted at 13141 Rose Ave. and its contention that because Rose Ave. is not listed in LAMC 80.81 it is not entitled to speed limit signs.  LADOT supervisor Brian Gallagher has advised that it is up to the L.A. City Council to update speed surveys for the Los Angeles Municipal Code.  [CD11]      
3.  Report from Rudy G. on completion of work orders he wrote in mid-September to repaint center striping and STOP sign lines on Victoria Ave., Lucille Ave. and Wade St. where repaving had covered those lines.   [LADOT]        
4.  Report from Rudy G. re: the request to investigate and issue work orders to repaint the double yellow center stripe at the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson, or what other type of stripe may be painted if the original double yellow stripe is no longer used.  [LADOT]  
5.  No report is needed regarding re-installation of speed humps on Beethoven St. that were removed during recent repaving of the street, as Street Services has now installed the replacement speed humps on January 11, 2013.  [No further action by this Committee.]   

 6.  Report from Rudy G. on his study of whether a request for STOP signs on Beethoven St. at Marco to create a 4-way STOP for the safety reasons can be done. [LADOT]
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7.  Report on whether work orders have been issued to repaint the center line where Woodbine Ave. curves left into Butler Ave. behind Mar Vista Recreation Center; the crosswalk crossing Butler on south side of Rose Ave.; and center lines on Woodbine and Rose between Butler and McLaughlin, that were covered over during resurfacing.  [LADOT]  

8.  Report from Rudy G. re: a request from stakeholder Peter Glick to paint limit lines and post “DO NOT BLOCK INTERSECTION” signs on Venice Blvd. at Lyceum Ave. for eastbound traffic which blocks egress from Lyceum onto eastbound Venice for cars and bicycles, in turn blocking pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk, including at what times of day this usually happens, and whether this work belongs to LADOT or to Caltrans.  [LADOT]   

9.  A report previously requested has been received from CD11 showing location and status of current preferential parking requests and approval of those requests to restrict overnight parking of oversize vehicles.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
New Business – Items for Discussion:

1.  A stakeholder walks her dog south on Centinela from Rose Ave. towards Palms and crosses at the light, but says the northwest corner is extremely dangerous because when the light is red for Centinela, drivers turn right onto Palms from Centinela’s far right lane without stopping or even slowing down.  She has almost been hit many times and asks either that a police car monitor the traffic there or that a sign be posted at the northwest corner of the Centinela/Palms intersection saying “No Turn On Red.”  [LADOT/LAPD] 

2.  Stakeholders on Walgrove Ave., have been complaining about drivers hitting freeway speeds on their street, endangering homeowners, their families, cars and pets, and the many children who attend schools on Walgrove.  When informed that speed humps are no longer available, it was suggested that besides police monitoring, 4-way STOP signs at certain intervals could help reduce the speeding problem.  So we request that together with CD11 and LAPD personnel, LADOT conduct a study for the placement of such signs in locations where they can be most effective in curbing speeding.  There have been many serious accidents on Walgrove caused by speeding and a remedy is long overdue.  [LADOT & CD11 & LAPD]         
3.  A stakeholder has asked whether more of Mar Vista’s busy intersections will be getting a new crosswalk design that Mayor Villaraigosa recently unveiled at Spring and Fifth Sts. in downtown Los Angeles.  A news article reported that the new design, funded by Measure R funds, will be painted at 53 busy intersections in the next three months, including one at Lincoln Blvd. and Rose Ave. in Venice.  The new design reportedly consists of 2-foot-wide yellow or white stripes and a stop-line near the curb to prevent drivers from encroaching on a pedestrian’s space. [LADOT & LAPD]     

Other Agenda Items 

 Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the Sept. 19th Meeting:

1.  A report has been compiled by CD11 re: problem areas identified by residents where overnight parking of oversized vehicles on residential streets creates neighborhood problems, and where parking restriction signs have been requested, approved, or in process.  CD11 will revise and augment this report as needed for future reference.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

2.  Follow-up report from Len N. on his orders to Street Services to make permanent repairs to the pavement, curb, gutter and potholes in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., and whether his orders have been scheduled, completed or are in progress.  [CD11] 
3.  Follow-up report on whether Len N.’s new work order #12063211 to Street Services, to fill potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave., has now been done.  [CD11] 
      
4.  Follow-up report on whether Street Services has filled potholes at the northeast corner of Frances Ave. and Windward Ave. as requested and ordered.  [CD11]  
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5.  Follow-up report by Len N. re: his letter to Caltrans requesting “No Stopping Any Time” signs to be posted on Venice Blvd. north roadway in the 12000 block, under the 405 Fwy bridge and whether there has been any further response or resolution by Caltrans following its review of the request.  [CD11]  


6.  Follow-up report from Len N. on any further discussions with LAPD Sr. Lead Officer Drake Madison and LAPD Officers at the West District Traffic Division CTSU re: formulating a plan to crack down on the out-of-control speeding and safety issues on Walgrove Ave.  [CD11 & LAPD] 

7.  Progress report from Len N. re: residents’ complaints that the signs at Venice Blvd. banning overweight vehicles from traveling north on Grand View and Inglewood Blvd. have little or no effect, and whether his request to LAPD CTSU for enforcement of the “No Trucks Over 6,000 Lbs.” has been effective in reducing overweight truck traffic on those streets..  [CD11 & LAPD]  


8.  Follow-up report re: Len Nguyen’s request to LAPD CTSU to monitor Beethoven St. for speeding, which has become a major safety hazard for residents and school children, and to deal aggressively with speeders.   [CD11 & LAPD]   

New Business – Items for Discussion 

1.   Report from Len N. on his discussion with Drake Madison about complaints from residents on Inglewood Blvd. being ticketed by police for parking on the sidewalk when they park their cars in front of their homes on the sloped curb, to avoid being sideswiped by cut-thru commuters, and their tires cross the invisible line between the curb and the sidewalk.  [CD11 & LAPD]     

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

