MINUTES of Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

January 16, 2013


The Bi-Monthly meeting of the Mar Vista LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, January 16, 2013 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Rudy Guevara (LADOT Western District Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), and LAPD Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division CTSU).  

All present signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the November 13, 2012 meeting  

 Agenda items were then discussed as follows.

LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  A joint re-study of the request to paint “KEEP CLEAR” and white lines on the pavement at the entrance to the alley on the east side of Centinela Ave. south of Pacific Ave. to keep a path clear for southbound drivers turning into the alley to reach a Montessori preschool drop-off at 3863 S. Grand View was scheduled by Len N. and Rudy G. for November 16, 2012.  They met at the alley on Centinela at 8:45 a.m. to observe traffic conditions and found the alley entrance mostly clear for cars on Centinela going south to turn east into the alley, and when northbound vehicles blocked the alley access, it was only briefly until the light cycle at Venice Blvd. changed.  The time was chosen because the City of L.A.’s January 2011 CUP Plan Approval for the school states that between 8:30-9:00 a.m. is the busiest drop-off time.  Based on his re-study observations, Rudy G. restated his previous decision that the KEEP CLEAR signage is not warranted.  [No further action by this Committee.]   

Item #2:  Re: LADOT’s contention that currently Rose Ave. is not listed in LAMC 80.81 to receive and/or post speed limit signs (which were installed there some years ago), Len N. previously reported that  LADOT supervisor Brian Gallagher advised him it is up to the L.A. City Council to update speed surveys for the Los Angeles Municipal Code, and that Len asked Paul Backstrom (Transportation Deputy for CD11) to bring the matter back for review.  Len N. now reports that the Rose Ave. speed survey has not yet been updated but the City Attorney is still sending draft orders to City Council where they are now in the Transportation Committee for approval before going to the Council for action.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]        

Item #3:  Regarding work orders Rudy G. wrote in mid-September to repaint the center stripes and STOP sign lines on Victoria and Lucille Ave. and Wade St. which were covered up during repaving, Rudy G. said that LADOT does not have the personnel to check on whether all of its work orders have been completed but he brought photos to show this work has been done.  [No further action by this Committee.]  
Item #4:  Reporting on the request to investigate and issue work orders to repaint the double yellow center stripe at the curve where Barry Ave. becomes Clarkson, Rudy G. says one of his staff checked the location and he will talk to the engineer who did the inspection to see if they can re-install a double yellow stripe under the new LADOT guidelines.   However, due to the width of the street at this location, it may require adding red curb space and eliminating some parking spaces.  Rudy will advise after a decision is made in this matter.  [Tabled for LADOT further report before or at the next meeting.]

Item #5:  No further action re: replacement of Beethoven St. speed humps which had been removed during repaving; the speed humps were reinstalled by Street Services on January 11, 2013.  [No further action by this Committee.]
Item #6:  In a report by Rudy G. on whether the request for STOP signs on Beethoven St. at Marco to create a 4-way STOP for safety of cars crossing Beethoven on Marco, his study is not yet complete.  Re: a comment that besides safety issues, the request was made in the hope that the STOP signs could also provide a traffic-calming measure to help with the current speeding problem on Beethoven, Rudy said STOP signs are not posted to deter speeding.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.]      
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Item #7:  Re:  request to repaint center line where Woodbine Ave. curves left into Butler, the crosswalk at Butler on the south side of Rose Ave., and the center lines on Woodbine and Rose between Butler and McLaughlin, which were covered up during repaving, Rudy G. will check to see if work orders have been issued for repainting these lines.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]  


Item #8:  Regarding a request to paint limit lines and post “DO NOT BLOCK INTERSECTION” signs on Venice Blvd. at Lyceum Ave. for eastbound vehicles stopped on Venice west of Beethoven, where they block egress from Lyceum onto Venice for cars and bicycles, Rudy G. said this will have to be a Caltrans, not an LADOT, project as Venice is a State Highway under Caltrans supervision.  After some discussion, Rudy agreed to refer the request along with a copy of the stakeholder’s original e-mail to Rudy’s Caltrans contact, Yunus Ghausi, asking for referral to the appropriate Caltrans personnel to handle the request.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]    

Item #9:  A previously requested report has been received from CD11 showing current status of preferential parking requests and approvals.   [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #10:  LADOT Old Business Commentary  [Not on the Agenda]


Regarding a request for a 4-way STOP on Wade St. at Mitchell, at the last meeting Rudy G. said he had not had a chance to do a study, but his staff wrote work orders to increase the red curbs on Wade to limit vehicle parking and increase visibility for cars crossing Wade on Mitchell, and they also left the 4-way STOP order in place in case the additional red curbs did not resolve the problem.  For this reason, the 4-way STOP request was not included in the Agenda for this meeting.  However, the staff then did the 4-way STOP study anyway without waiting to see whether the red curb extensions resolved the problem.  This information was received too late to place it on this meeting’s Agenda.   To avoid a another two-month delay in bringing this item before the Committee again, a non-Agenda discussion was held at this meeting and Rudy G. reported as follows:


Rudy G. assumes (without checking the location) that the red curb extensions have been painted as ordered, and he is still reviewing the 4-way STOP study but has not reached a conclusion.  This item will therefore be placed on the Agenda for the Committee’s next meeting in March for a complete report.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.]
New Business – 

Item #1:  A stakeholder who walks her dog on Centinela from Rose Ave. to Palms Blvd. has reported serious danger to herself and other pedestrians on the northwest corner of the Centinela/Palms intersection where cars turn right onto Palms without stopping or looking for pedestrians crossing the street, and has asked for police presence and/or a sign to warn drivers not to make the turn when the light on Centinela is red.  Officer Joe P. will monitor this location and suggest a solution to the problem.  [Tabled for a further LAPD report and LADOT discussion at the next meeting.] 

Item#2:  Responding to many reports from residents on Walgrove Ave. about excessive speeding of traffic on their street and their suggestion to place 4-way STOPS at strategic locations along the street to force drivers to slow down, Rudy G. will investigate the situation, and Officer Joe P. has suggested timing changes at the several traffic signals along Walgrove between Venice and Rose as an alternative to 4-way STOPS to slow traffic.  [Tabled for further reports from LADOT and LAPD at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Discussing a question from a stakeholder, prompted by a news article in the Venice-Mar Vista PATCH, about a new crosswalk design reportedly to be installed at 53 intersections during the next three months, including one at Lincoln and Rose, Rudy G. said that the first group of crosswalks will be at locations with the most accident history, and it is unknown what further locations will be added after that as the City is still debating whether and where.  [Tabled for further info from LADOT at the next meeting.] 
Minutes of the January 16, 2013 Mar Vista Bi-Monthly Traffic Committee Meeting – Page 3

Other Agenda Items:  

Old Business –

Item #1:  An updated report has been received from CD11 showing current status of preferential parking requests and approvals.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.]]  

Item #2:  Reporting on progress of permanent pavement, curb, gutter and pothole repairs by Street Services in the 12500 block of Matteson Ave., Len N. reported the ordered repairs have not been done but Mark Antonio Grant will put the work on Street Services’ schedule soon.  [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.] 

Item #3:  Following up orders to fill potholes in the 10700 block of Queensland Ave., Len N. said the work still has not be done and he will keep checking until it is completed per his orders.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  Reporting on his orders to Street Services to fill potholes at the northeast corner of Frances and Windward Aves. Len N. reported that this work is expected to be completed soon.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.[ 

Item #5:  Following up re: his request to Caltrans for “No Stopping Any Time” signs to be posted on the Venice Blvd. north roadway in the 12000 block, under the 405 Fwy. Bridge, Len N.  reported that he has heard from Thomas Knox, who has put in a request to the Caltrans Traffic Operations Unit and will report back to Len.  [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.]


Item #6:  Len N. sent an e-mail to West District LAPD Community Traffic Services Unit (CTSU) concerning the need to crack down on the speeding problem on Walgrove Ave. between Venice Blvd. and Rose Ave. where Walgrove passes by several schools.  He has requested LAPD to pursue aggressive enforcement to address this major safety problem.  Officer Joe P. said he has a speed survey for Walgrove and Len will re-request strict enforcement.  [Tabled for a CD11 and LAPD progress report at the next meeting.] 

Item #7:  Re: residents’ complaints that despite signs at Venice Blvd. banning overweight vehicles from traveling north on Grand View and Inglewood Blvds., where many business and commercial vehicles cut through these residential streets daily when they have no business to conduct there, Len N. requested CTSU to monitor overweight cut-thru traffic on those streets and Officer Joe P. reported that he has looked at both streets recently and did not see a lot of overweight trucks but warned a few he did see.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 


Item #8:  Len N. did not know if LAPD CTSU has monitored speeding on Beethoven St. as he requested, but Officer Joe P. will check to see whether enforcement is being pursued there.  [Tabled for a further CD11 and LAPD report at the next meeting.] 
New Business –


Item #1:  Re: complaints from Inglewood Blvd. residents about receiving tickets on their vehicles parked on the sloped curb in front of their homes for allegedly parking on the sidewalk, Len N. reported he investigated and learned these tickets are not being given by parking enforcement.  He will check with LADOT parking enforcement and talk with Marianna Lem about the matter.  [Tabled for further CD11 report at the next meeting.]    

(See Agenda Addendum)

Item #2:  Re: a large motor home with an out-of-state plate parked for long periods on upper Palms Blvd. between Moore and Beethoven, blocking visibility for cars turning out of Moore onto Palms, Len will check whether the vehicle has been ticketed by Parking Enforcement and make sure it is cited and/or moved.  [Tabled for further CD11 report at the next meeting.]


Item #3:  Source of a large number of asphalt chunks dumped in a planted parkway area opposite 3330 Beethoven St. is unknown, although a recently repaved nearby driveway is suspected, but the chunks are currently being removed from the dump site.  [No further action by this Committee is needed.] 
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The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office, 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.






Submitted by Linda J. Guagliano, Chair






Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee






January 20, 2013

