MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, September 8, 2010


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, September 8, 2010 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer) and Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy).  Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division) was not present.

 Attendees signed the attendance sheet., and the Minutes and the Addendum to the Minutes of the July 14, 2010 meeting were approved as recorded.  Agenda items were then discussed as follows.


LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  Mo B. reported that since the school year has now started, LADOT Signal Timing Section (STS) can schedule a pedestrian count to determine if traffic signal changes are needed for clearance time to cross Barrington Ave. at the Federal-Indianapolis Ave. crosswalk when children are going to and from the nearby school.  The STS will conduct a count during two one-hour time periods on one school day, and suggested 7-8 AM and 2-3 PM, if those times are correct for the Stoner school schedule.  Linda G. will ask Chuck Ray or Stan Salfas to contact the school, confirm the correct hours for the pedestrian count and report the information to Mo, who will convey it to the STS.  Any changes made to the signal timing will be effective on school days only -- Monday thru Friday -- during the two specific one-hour periods when school children use the crosswalk.  (During the actual count/survey, every pedestrian using the crosswalk will be counted.)  [Tabled for a follow-up report at the next meeting.]

New Business –


Non-Agenda Item #1:  Len N. said a stakeholder in the UCLA apartment complex on Sawtelle Blvd. between Stanwood and Palms has reported that his elderly father was killed in March of this year while trying to cross Sawtelle from the west side of the street.  The stakeholder is requesting that a crosswalk or signal be installed on Sawtelle south of Stanwood to prevent similar tragic accidents.  Mo B. will look at the history of mid-block pedestrian crossing accidents in that location, and Len will meanwhile obtain the police report and the exact location where the accident occurred.  Mo commented that the installation of a crosswalk can give pedestrians a false sense of security as it does not stop drivers from driving over it.  [Tabled for further discussion and information from the police report and accidents history at the next meeting.]


Non-Agenda Item #2:  Len N. reported he was contacted by a stakeholder who said her cat was killed by a car at an intersection on her street, and she has requested that a STOP sign to be installed there.  Note:  effective July 1, 2010, LADOT will no longer consider requests for STOP signs that cannot be justified by excessive numbers of documented accidents.  [No action will be taken by this Committee.] 
Other Agenda Items 

Old Business – 


Item #1:  Reporting on progress made by the CD11 staff in tracking problem areas identified by residents and traffic committees where oversized and overnight vehicle parking is occurring on residential streets, and especially where people are living in those vehicles, creating noise, litter and health and safety problems for property owners and residents, Len N. said that he has three such “pockets” under surveillance now.  Letters are in process for signature by CD11 for application of OPD restrictions to eliminate overnight parking.  The three locations are:  west side of Centinela north of Palms Blvd.; south side of Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Sawtelle;  and on the north side of the Windward School.  Mo B. has already issued a DOT Overnight Parking Restriction authorization for the south side of National Blvd. between Dahlgren Ave. and Grand View (just east of Bundy).  [Tabled for a progress report at the next meeting.] 


Item #2:  LAPD report on results of speed trailer survey conducted on McLaughlin, was not available because Officer Joe Pollack was absent from the meeting.  [Tabled for LAPD report at the next meeting.]
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Item #3:  LAPD report on monitoring and enforcement actions re: alley cross-traffic which fails to stop before crossing Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave. was not available because Officer Joe Pollack was absent from the meeting.  [Tabled for LAPD report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  In a report on whether Street Services can use a skin patch to repair the alley west of Centinela and and north of Venice where carwash outflow destroys paving repairs, Len N. said Street Services’ response was that due to current budget problems and limited funds, they must concentrate on repairing streets, not alleys, and using all available materials for that purpose.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 


Item #5:  Following up on whether Warren Ave. repaving has been scheduled to resolve serious safety issues from tree roots protruding from the pavement, Len N. reported that the repaving project did not get on this year’s (2010-2011) budget, but may be on the 2011-2012 budget which is presently in process of being reviewed.  [Tabled for a progress report at the next meeting.]

Item #6:  Reporting on progress of an investigation of laws applicable to “nuisance vehicles” parked on residential streets, Len N. said Yedi Hashemi, City of L.A.’s Chief Legislative Analyst, has finished an analysis of the Monterey Park nuisance law but does not have anything yet on whether Los Angeles has any applicable ordinance provisions or can enact something like Monterey Park’s.  [Tabled for follow-up at the next meeting.] 


Item #7:  Len N. had not completed investigating the “nuisance vehicles” which Steve Wallace reported parked on McLaughlin Ave. but said he would do so following this meeting.  [Tabled for a report at the next meeting.] 


New Business – 


Item #1:  Responding to a complaint from a resident on Centinela Ave. that the recently repaved street between Venice Blvd. and Palms Blvd. had not yet been re-marked with lane lines or any other guide marks to kept vehicles in their proper places on the street, creating a danger to cars, bicycles and pedestrians, Mo B. said that there had been a shortage of thermoplastic paint but the marking work was expected to be completed the week of September 7.  [Resolved.] 


Item #2:  Re: tree branches obscuring the STOP sign on southbound Federal Ave. at the Stanwood intersection, where a resident stopped at Stanwood saw a truck “blow through” the sign, Len N. has alerted Street Services to the need to trim the tree.  A discussion was had about possibly moving the STOP sign so it would be more visible, but Mo B. said he would instead look into installing a STOP AHEAD sign on southbound Federal to warn drivers that a STOP sign is coming up.  [Resolved.]

Item #3:  Len N. will follow up with Street Services re: a request from a stakeholder to repair a pothole on the corner of Frances and Westminster Aves.  [Resolved.] 

Item #4:  Len N. will also investigate and report to Street Services that the recent repaving of Wasatch between Westminster and Windward has reportedly resulted in a very bumpy, uneven asphalt road surface, and he will request corrective repair action.  [Tabled for a follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #5:  Re: complaints by residents about large RVs with people living in them, parked on the south side of Palms Blvd. east of McLaughlin and across from Mar Vista Park, please refer to the discussion of this location included above, under Other Agenda Items, Old Business Item #1.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11.30 a.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 10, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201. Los Angeles, CA 90025.

Submitted by Linda Guagliano,






MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Committee Chair
September 10, 2010
 

