Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Meeting

         July 20, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025

AGENDA

Call to Order.

Approval of Minutes of May 18, 2011. 

Agenda items for discussion are as follows. 

LADOT Agenda Items

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from May 18th Meeting:

1. Follow-up on whether LADOT will issue work orders in response to a stakeholder request to extend red-painted curbs at two intersections, Pacific Ave. & Wade St. and Pacific Ave. & Wasatch Ave. to provide increased visibility for vehicles turning from Pacific onto Wade St. or Wasatch Ave. where reportedly, vehicles travel at excessive speeds and there have been a number of accident close-calls. 

2. Follow-up report on the investigation into what became of a Municipal Code ordinance which was allegedly in process in May 2009 to change the speed limit on Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Walgrove Aves. from 35 MPH to 30 MPH.  Minutes of this Committee’s May 13, 2009 meeting state that the LADOT West District engineer (then Mo Blorfroshan) reported the change was in process in the City Attorney’s office, after which a report would go to the City Council’s Transportation Committee for a vote and after approval, signs would be posted on Palms for the new 30 MPH speed limit.  That never happened.  [LADOT& CD11] 
3.  Follow-up report re: a request that Rose Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Walgrove Ave. be white-striped for curb-side car-parking spaces, for the safety of people getting in and out of their cars in front of their homes.  The street is busy, many cars have been side-swiped or rear-ended by passing speeders, people have been injured, and stripes along the curb-side parking areas, plus more frequent police patrolling, may help resolve these problems.  [LADOT & LAPD]
4. Follow-up on a report that at 12552 Mitchell Ave. and 3958 Francis Ave. vehicles park at the unpainted corner curb, preventing a clear view of the intersection of Francis and Mitchell, and on a request that the corner curb be painted red to prevent cars from parking on the corner at this intersection.

New Business – Items for Discussion:

1. Request that, if LADOT agrees, CD11 submit a modification to L.A.M.C. Chapter VIII Traffic Section 80.53 to the LA City Transportation Committee to change the definition of  “parkway” that will allow homeowners to park their vehicles on the apron portion of their homes’ driveways when it does not obstruct any sidewalk or roadway.  Homeowners in Mar Vista “oval” streets, Marcasel and East Blvd., have been getting warnings with $58 tickets to follow for parking on their large driveway aprons, which they have been doing for years.   [LADOT & CD11] 

2. Complaint that the “new street” that allows traffic from southbound lanes of Sawtelle Blvd. crossing Braddock Dr. to shortcut to the 405 Fwy South has two lanes, with the west lane marked “right turn only.”   Since most of the traffic at this intersection goes directly to the 405 Fwy., this results in a backup at Braddock Dr. during rush hour, and the stakeholder requests that the right-turn lane be repainted to allow vehicles to either go straight ahead onto the 405 or turn right onto Braddock Dr. westbound.  Then, since the on-ramp onto the 405 has only one lane, it 

should be changed to two lanes -- one could be car-pool only – to alleviate the rush-hour backup.  (Note:  the second part of this request would be a Caltrans issue.)
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3. Stakeholder asks for an explanation as to why the left-turn arrow on westbound Venice Blvd. at Inglewood Blvd. does not transition to a solid green light instead of to a red arrow.  He notes that at the next intersection, Grandview Blvd., there is no arrow and westbound traffic turns on a green light, whereas the installation on Venice at Inglewood causes delays.   


Other Agenda Items 

Old Business – Progress Reports & Further Discussion of tabled items from the May 18th Meeting:

      1.
Progress reports re: problem areas identified by residents where parking of oversized vehicles and overnight parking, with people living in these vehicles, is occurring on residential streets; actions taken to expedite appropriate restriction signage and to ticket/tow illegally parked vehicles; and current LAPD actions to expedite restricted parking zones.    [CD11 & LAPD]

      2.  Report on results of a speed trailer survey conducted on McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. 

and Woodbine St. where traffic merges into one lane.  Results were not available at previous        meetings due to a computer operation error, but the report should be available now.  [LAPD] 
      3.  Report on monitoring and enforcement actions re: alley cross-traffic failing to stop before

exiting either west or east onto Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave.  [LAPD]

      4.   Follow-up report re: repair and repaving of Warren Ave. to resolve safety issues from tree roots

protruding through the pavement, whether the project has now been scheduled for the fiscal year         2011-12 budget, and whether any plans have been made to address the emergency-level safety issues on this street in the meantime.  (Note: This problem first came before this Committee in May 2010, and has continued unresolved for more than a year.)  [CD11] 

5. Stakeholders report that the 3900 Block of Centinela Ave. continues to have many parked and seldom-moved RVs and other large vehicles, including business vehicles, which take up parking space residents could use, and these should be ticketed and removed under vehicle code parking regulations.  [LAPD]
6. Reports of speeding cars on McLaughlin between Washington Pl. and Washington Blvd. during Monday morning and Friday afternoon commuter hours, and request for police attention to reduce the safety problem.  [LAPD]
New Business – Items for Discussion:  

1. Complaint that the two blocks of Matteson Ave. between Frances Ave. and Centinela Blvd. have not been repaved in the 38 years since the homeowners have lived there, and in spite of  repeated calls to the CD11 office over the last three years, deep curbside potholes have been ignored and present an injury hazard to residents getting in and out of their cars.  Homeowners request that at least the multiple potholes be filled now, and that this two-block stretch be repaved as soon as feasible, as several surrounding streets have recently been.   They report that the 3800 block of Frances has been repaved at least three times in the last ten years.  [CD11]
2. A homeowner at 11520 Palms Blvd. for the past 18 years reports frustration with the lack of parking restrictions in front of her home, which allows people living in their cars and motor homes to park indefinitely on Palms, and there are no restrictions for overnight parking or any street cleaning.  The people living in these vehicles use her lawn as their living room, tie dogs to her tree, and leave litter on her property and the street.  In addition, she fears for the safety of her two young children and the bad language they hear every day.  She requests that parking restrictions be put into place on both the north and south sides of Palms Blvd.  [CD11] 
The next Mar Vista Bi-Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 21, 2011 at 10:00 a.m., 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

