MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, July 14, 2010


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:20 a.m. on Wednesday, July 14, 2010 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division), and Chuck Ray (MVCC T&I Committee Co-Chair).

 Attendees were introduced and signed the attendance sheet.  There was a brief discussion concerning future meetings, representatives and conduct of business of this Committee, which was then continued until after the Agenda was addressed.   This discussion is summarized at the end of these Minutes.]

The Minutes of the May 12, 2010 meeting were approved as recorded.  Agenda items were then discussed as follows.


Old Business:
  
Item #1:  In a follow-up report on revisions to the Los Angeles Municipal Code to ease the petition process and requirements for securing permits to restrict oversized and overnight vehicle parking on residential streets in Mar Vista, Len N. said that changes to the LAMC have been enacted to enable ticketing of too-long or too-high offending vehicles, but permit fees were not waived.  The problem of fees is the same as in the Brentwood and San Pedro pilot programs, where no permit sales resulted from the programs.  Permit sales fund the signs for the restriction programs, and oversights are difficult due to the cost, which residents there were not willing to pay.  Meanwhile, CD 11 staff are tracking problem parking areas identified by residents and traffic committees. [Tabled for further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #2:  Officer Joe Pollack reported that a speed trailer survey was conducted on McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Woodbine St., where traffic merges into one lane.  However, the results are not yet tabulated because the LAPD West Traffic Division station reprogrammed their computer and wiped out the survey.  A computer technician is looking for the original survey disc and will upload it (when he returns from vacation) so results can be reported.  Monitoring of traffic in this location has been sporadic due to heavy demands on the available station personnel.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]
Item #3:  Due to limited time available to him, Officer Pollack has not been able to conduct monitoring and enforcement actions re: alley cross-traffic which fails to stop before exiting onto Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave., but he will do so as soon as possible.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]   

Item #4:  Reporting on LADOT Signal Timing Section’s planned pedestrian count during school hours, to determine need for signal changes for clearance time to cross Barrington Ave. at the Federal-Indianapolis Ave. traffic signal when children are going to and from school, Mo B. said that a count is still pending, but any timing changes at this crosswalk would be during school hours only.  He will ask again when school resumes in September.  [Tabled for an LADOT update after school resumes in September.]     

Item #5:  Officer Pollack observed vehicle traffic exiting onto Butler Ave. from an alley behind an apartment building on the west side of Butler just south of Biona Dr., where drivers reportedly fail to stop before entering Butler Ave., but did not find a significant pattern of traffic violations.  He will check it again, especially if accidents are reported at the location.   [Tabled for a future LAPD report if needed.] 

Item #6:  Len N. reported that his new requests to Street Services for pothole repairs in the Grand View to Centinela and Grand View to Inglewood alleys, in which he now lists a corresponding street address for each alley pothole, have had better results and more holes have been fixed.  However, in the alley west of Centinela and north of Venice Blvd., behind the mini-mall and self-carwash, constant water outflow from the carwash quickly destroys alley surfaces soon after any repairs are done.  Len will see if more durable repairs can be made.  [Tabled for a progress report at the next meeting.]

July 14, 2010 Bi-Monthly Traffic Meeting Minutes – Page 2


Item #7:  Re: the request for immediate repair and repaving of Warren Ave. to prevent further vehicle damage, accidents and resolve other safety issues caused by tree roots protruding from the street, Len N. reported that he has resubmitted the repaving project in the new fiscal year (July 1, 2010) budget.  Len also reported that Warren Ave. was in fact resurfaced a few years ago but the roots of the City-planted trees grew back.  Len will coordinate with CD11’s Mark Antonio Grant, who consulted with Street Services on the scheduling of the Warren Ave. project.  [Tabled for follow-up by CD11 at the next meeting.]  

Item #8:  Mo B. reported that his office completed a traffic engineering study for installation of all-way STOP sign control at the intersection of Palms Blvd. and Rosewood Ave. but this intersection does not meet LADOT guidelines for such installation and the request was therefore denied.  Mo sent a letter to Sam Malek describing the study and the reasons for denial of his request.  (A copy of the letter was filed with this Committee.)  [No further action by this Committee.] 
Item #9:  The complaint from a Barbara Ave. homeowner about old trash-filled trucks parked in that South Mar Vista neighborhood was also brought to Councilman Rosendahl’s attention. Len N. said he referred the matter to the Chief Legislative Analyst for the City of Los Angeles, for investigation of whether an existing “nuisance vehicle” ordinance in Monterey Park, which he submitted for study, has any counterpart in the LAMC which can be used to prosecute the owners of these “nuisance vehicles,” or if a similar ordinance can be enacted.  He has not yet had a response from the Legislative Analyst’s office, but additional investigation has revealed that seven of these “nuisance vehicles” are registered to one person with an address outside the South Mar Vista area.  [Tabled for further CD11 follow-up at the next meeting.] 

Item #10:  In response to a request that a “STOP bar” (white line) be painted on the pavement between the word “STOP” painted on the street at the STOP sign on northbound Inglewood Blvd. and the Rose Ave. crosswalk, to prevent vehicles from stopping on the horizontal bar of the crosswalk itself, Mo B. explained that the first horizontal line of the crosswalk is itself the limit line for the STOP, so under DOT guidelines, no other STOP bar or limit line is installed.   [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item 11:  Responding to a complaint blaming slowed traffic and afternoon back-ups on Bundy Dr. north of Ocean Park Blvd. on possibly incorrect timing of the Pearl St. signal, Mo B. reported that the signal timing was checked and is operating correctly.  Mo B. reiterated that a longer red signal happens when someone pushes the button to cross Bundy Dr. at Pearl St., as intended for pedestrian safety.  [Resolved.]

New Business:     


Item #1:  Complaint from a resident on Centinela Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Charnock Ave., a 35 MPH zone, about excessive speed of vehicles which fail to slow down upon entering the 35 MPH zone after traveling the 40 MPH zone between Ocean Park and Palms Blvd., causing numerous serious injury accidents between Palms and Charnock, especially at night and in other off-commuter hours when cars can also be heard racing on the street.  Officer Pollack was familiar with the problem and said West Traffic Motors Enforcement has been monitoring this stretch of road for some time but has not succeeded in controlling the speeding problem in off-hours traffic.  They will, however, continue their efforts and stop as many speeding violators as possible.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #2:  Complaint by South Mar Vista N.A.’s President, Steve Wallace, about a resident at 3864 McLaughlin Ave. who owns many old beat-up cars and trucks and parks them on several neighborhood streets for well over 72 hours, moving them only on cleaning days or when Parking Enforcement marks the tires.  One old black Ford truck, Lic.#8F82021, bears multiple parking tickets and an expired registration. Len N. will try to have that vehicle removed, and using the owner’s address to identify his other vehicles also get them moved out of the neighborhood.  [Tabled for further CD11 report at the next meeting.]

July 14, 2010 Bi-Monthly Traffic Meeting – Page 3
Public Comment:  

Item #1:  Linda G. reported that an attendee at the MVCC Board Meeting the previous evening said that several streets in his neighborhood had been newly slurry-coated but the “Stop lines” which were covered up had not been repainted.  Linda explained that a short drying period is required before the slurry application can be painted.on, but it is always done as soon as possible.   (Note:  Several days after this Committee meeting, Chuck Ray was contacted by the resident, who said the “Stop lines” had indeed been repainted.)   [Resolved.]

Discussion Re: Future Committee Meetings  


Mo Blorfroshan stated that this was his last meeting with the Committee.  Due to City of Los Angeles budget cuts, as of July 1st, the LADOT West District Office staffing has been reduced to three people:  Mo Blorfroshan, Senior Transportation Engineer; one Associate Engineer who will shortly be gone on maternity leave for several months; and one secretarial employee.  Therefore, Mo will not be able to participate in any meetings or other community activities away from his office.  He also said that LADOT will no longer accept requests to handle some matters that it has in the past.  He started to read items from a handwritten list, but Linda G. asked him to instead e-mail the complete list to her for inclusion in these Minutes.  The list has not yet been sent to the Committee because Mo B. is on vacation until July 27th but it will be provided as an addendum to these Minutes when it is received.

Linda G., Len N. and Chuck R. then discussed whether the Committee could conduct its future business meetings without an LADOT representative present to discuss LADOT-related Agenda items, take in requests about neighborhood traffic and safety matters, investigate whether DOT guidelines provide solutions to some matters, refer some matters to other agencies or representatives, and provide on-the-spot answers to matters on the Agenda or brought up during Public Comment.  It was agreed that in the absence of an LADOT representative, and with a still unknown list of matters that will no longer be handled, this Committee can not continue as a liaison group or conduct its business in a timely or efficient manner.

A suggestion was made for dealing with LADOT-related Agenda items by e-mailing them to LADOT.  Another suggestion was made to merge this Committee with the T&I Committee, a highly unworkable solution for several reasons, including that the basic purpose and scope of the two committees is different, one neighborhood- and the other community-oriented, and involves separate objectives, approaches, issues and sets of stakeholders.. 

This discussion ended with no agreement or decision reached on how or whether this Committee can or should continue meeting or trying to conduct business with one of its vital parts missing.   Further study and discussion is essential, with the MVCC Executive Committee and Board participating. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11.50 a.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD  meeting has been tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, September 8, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201. Los Angeles, CA 90025.

Submitted by Linda Guagliano,






MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Committee Chair
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