MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, May 12, 2010


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), Chuck Ray and Don Ellis.  Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division) was not present.

 Attendees were introduced and signed the attendance sheet.  The Minutes of the March 10, 2010 meeting were approved as recorded.   Agenda items were then discussed as follows.


Old Business:
  
Item #1:  Reporting on possible revisions to the Los Angeles Municipal Code re: Petition for permits to restrict oversized and overnight vehicle parking on residential streets, discussed at the last meeting, Len N. said that so far he does not have information (from Hadi Hashemi, acting Senior Engineer for Permit Parking) that revisions have been enacted, or when any revisions will occur and what they will entail.  It had been anticipated that such code revisions would ease the Petition process, including changing overall size requirements for oversized vehicles and eliminating a fee charge for the permit.  However, Len said that in the meantime, CD11staff is working on the list of suggested locations for restrictions [see Minutes of 11/12/09 meeting, Old Business Item #2], ranking the locations by importance.  [Tabled for further CD11 report at the next meeting.]  

Item #2:  Officer Joe Pollack was not present to discuss the results of a speed trailer survey and report on monitoring of speeding or other unsafe driving activity on McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Woodbine St., where traffic merges into one lane.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]
Item #3:  Officer Pollack was not present to report on monitoring and enforcement actions re: alley cross-traffic which fails to stop before exiting onto Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]   

Item #4:  Reporting on the changes made by the LADOT Signal Timing Section to increase clearance time for pedestrians crossing Barrington Ave. at the Federal/Indianapolis Ave. traffic signal, Mo B. said that installation of “rest on red” (during non-peak hours only), whereby the signal stays red until a vehicle trips a loop sensor before the signal, is done and the loop detectors will be cut in the next few weeks.  The final item, doing a pedestrian count during school hours, is still pending.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]  
Item #5:  Re: the request from a Rose Ave. Neighborhood Watch Group for a one-second or more delay for the traffic light at Rose Ave. and Centinela to reduce accidents, Mo B. reported that the “all red” is already set at the standard 1.6 seconds and will not be changed.   LADOT may consider increasing the yellow signal time, now set at 3.9 seconds, but someone is suing the City of Los Angeles over an accident at that signal, and the City Attorney has put a hold on making any signal changes during the course of that action.  [Tabled pending removal of the hold on making any signal changes.]    

Item #6:  Officer Pollack was not present to report on monitoring of vehicle traffic exiting onto Butler Ave. from an alley behind an apartment building on the west side of Butler just south of Biona Dr., with drivers failing to stop before entering Butler Ave.   [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.] 

Item #7:  Following up a request from Westside Village’s Board for a 4-way stop at the intersection of  Queensland and Greenfield Aves., Mo B. said the request was not approved.  He referred to a letter he sent to Westside Village’s Jory Schulman in response, stating that a comprehensive LADOT traffic engineering study failed to justify the installation of an all-way stop at this intersection.  [No further action by this Committee.]  

Item #8:  Len N. reported that Street Services has responded to his requests to fill alley potholes by filling a few and skipping the rest, so he will now request the pothole repairs in the Grand View to Centinela and Grand View to Inglewood alleys by listing a corresponding street address for each alley pothole.  [Tabled for a progress report at the next meeting.] 
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Item #9:  Re: a resident’s request to repaint two sets of double yellow lines and stripe the median between them on Inglewood Blvd. between Sylvester St. and Washington Blvd., the location is in Culver City so Mo B. referred the request to the Culver City Transportation Dept. for action.  He has not followed up to see if the work has been done, but the Culver City Traffic Engineer acknowledged his referral.  [No further action by this Committee.]

Item #10:  Reporting on a request for repairs of potholes in the alley running west of Centinela Ave. and north of Venice Blvd. behind the mini-mall and self-carwash, Len N. said that he would follow the same procedure he discussed earlier, asking Street Services to do the work by listing each pothole by a street address.  [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.] 
Item #11:  Mo B. reported that a study has been conducted to evaluate a request for all-way STOP signs for two intersections:  at Wade St. and Pacific Ave., and at Wasatch and Pacific Ave.  The survey, to be completed soon, will find that an all-way stop is not warranted at either location. Mo will then send a letter to Marilyn Marble, who made the request, to explain the findings.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

New Business:


Item #1:  Mo B. said that he believes the STOP sign installation at Inglewood Blvd. and Victoria Ave. is part of the LADOT-NTM Plan but will re-check to confirm.  [Resolved.] 
 
Item #2:  Re: the request for immediate repair and repaving of Warren Ave. to prevent further vehicle damage, accidents and resolve other safety issues caused by tree roots protruding from the street, Len N. will consult Street Services and put the repaving project into the new fiscal year (July 1, 2010) budget.  Len will report back at the next meeting with additional information.  [Tabled for more information from CD11 at the next meeting.]  

Item #3:  Mo B. said that he will study the request for a STOP sign on Palms Blvd. at Rosewood Ave. for the safety of drivers entering Palms from Rosewood, where visibility of Palms traffic is impaired.  He said if warranted and approved, it would be a 4-way STOP.  [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4:  A complaint from a resident of Barbara Ave., that old, beat-up trash-filled trucks constantly parked in the neighborhood create an eyesore and nuisance, was also brought to Councilman Rosendahl and his staff has been looking for a solution.  Len N. said he has now referred the matter to the Chief Legislative Analyst for the City of Los Angeles, for investigation of an existing “nuisance vehicle” ordinance in Monterey Park and to see if anything in the current Los Angeles Municipal Codes can be used to prosecute the owners of the nuisance vehicles, or if something similar can be enacted.  [Tabled for a follow-up report from CD11 at the next meeting.] 

Item #5:  Requests were discussed for LADOT to investigate why the “School” and “School Xing” signs were removed from the Rose Ave. crosswalk on Inglewood Blvd. after STOP signs were installed on both sides of Rose Ave., and to move the “Stop Bar” on the north side of Rose Ave. to align it with the northeast corner of Rose Ave., and also to paint a “Stop Bar” on northbound Inglewood between the word STOP painted on the pavement and the painted crosswalk, to keep vehicles from stopping on top of the crosswalk.  In response, Mo B. said State regulations dictate that school signs not be placed at “controlled” [by STOP sign or traffic light] intersections.  Mo said he will study the requests for adding the northbound Inglewood “Stop Bar” and for moving the north side of Rose “Stop Bar” further north to align it with the opposite corner.  [Tabled for an LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #6:  In response to a two-part complaint about jammed southbound afternoon traffic on Bundy, with a too-long red light at Pearl and a too-short green light at Ocean Park, backing up traffic to Pico and beyond, Mo B. said that they will look at the Pearl St. signal to see if the timing is correct, but it may be a longer signal when someone pushes the button to cross Bundy at Pearl.  He said that the Bundy/Ocean Park cycles will change with the controller system’s traffic volume sensors.  Loop detectors are in each lane and the computer adjusts the timing.  [Tabled for LADOT follow-up at the next meeting.]     
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Item #7:  Responding to a request for repainting faded STOP and crosswalk lines on all four sides of the Inglewood and Palms Blvd. intersection, Mo B. said he will have all previous limit lines and the existing crosswalk repainted.  Mo noted that the crosswalk was put there long ago and is not in compliance with current regulations, but he will leave and repaint it rather than go to the expense of removing it.  [Resolved.] 


Item #8:  Request for crosswalks to be painted on all four sides of the Inglewood Blvd./Charnock Ave. intersection was denied.  Mo B. said the limit lines at this intersection are okay and can be repainted as needed, but adding crosswalks at STOP sign limit lines is not permitted under current regulations.  [No further action by this Committee.]

Non-Agenda Items Brought Up Under Public Comment: 

Item #1:  Don Ellis previously complained about the location of the new Palms Blvd./Stewart Ave. STOP signs, but came to this meeting to say he has changed his mind.  However, he was puzzled about the two STOP lanes painted on the street for eastbound Palms traffic at Stewart..  Mo B. said he would check it out but it was done for a reason.  Don also asked about Len N.’s suggestion [in an e-mail exchange] about painting “Keep Clear” on the street so backed-up traffic from the STOP sign would not block vehicles coming out of Wade St., but Mo said it is not necessary.  [No action needed by this Committee.]  

Item #2:  Chuck Ray said that the MVCC speed trailer will now be stored at the LAPD Pacific Division station at Centinela Ave. and Culver Blvd. and will be loaned out to schools requesting its use.  It will now be mainly used for speed survey, not for traffic counts, and will be moved to a given location by MVCC volunteers, since Bill Pope is no longer involved with NTM activities.  The LAPD may also use it on occasion.  [No action needed by this Committee.}

The meeting was adjourned at 11.40 a.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 14, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201. Los Angeles, CA 90025.

Submitted by Linda Guagliano,






MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Committee Chair
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