MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, May 18, 2011


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 18, 2011 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Michael May (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer) and Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy).  Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division) was absent.

 Attendees signed the attendance sheet and approved the Minutes of the January 12 and May 09, 2011 meetings.  Agenda items were then discussed as follows.


LADOT Agenda Items:
 Old Business –

Item #1:  Following up a stakeholder request to extend red curbs to increase visibility at two intersections, Pacific Ave. and Wade St. and Pacific and Wasatch Aves., Michael M. said he will look at the locations again and check for accident reports for those intersections.  If he finds that extending the red curbs is warranted and will result in improved visibility and less chance of accidents, he will submit work orders for the curb painting.  [Tabled for a follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Re: the request from a stakeholder to post warning signs at the STOP signs on Clover Ave. and on Rose Ave. at their intersections with Butler Ave., advising that (Butler Ave.) “Cross Traffic Does Not Stop,” such signs are not on LADOT’s sign roster, which has been revised to conform with U.S. National requirements.  Therefore this request cannot be implemented.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #3:  Request for an investigation re: what became of a Municipal Code ordinance which was allegedly in process in May 2009 to reduce the speed limit on Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Walgrove Aves. from 35MPH to 30MPH.  Reportedly, in May 2009 the speed limit change was approved by the LADOT and was being reviewed for an ordinance in the City Attorney’s office, after which a report would go to the City Council Transportation Committee for vote approval, and signs would then be posted on Palms with the new 30MPH speed limit.  Nothing further has been heard about this matter since then.  Discussion was had regarding this speed limit reduction ordinance, including an assertion that the true speed limit according to the vehicle code for this 2-lane street in a residential area is presumptively 25MPH.  Michael M. will follow up to determine where and when the ordinance stopped in this process.  Apparently, the City Council Transportation Committee never voted on it or may not ever have received it from the City Attorney’s office.  Len N. will also ask the LAPD for continued enforcement measures to reduce current speeding problems on Palms Blvd.  [Tabled for follow-up reports at the next meeting.]  
New Business – 


Item #1:  Request that Rose Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Walgrove Ave. be white-striped for curb-side car parking for the safety of people getting into and out of their cars in front of their homes, as cars have been sideswiped and people injured by speeding vehicles using curb areas as travel lanes.  Michael M. will re-visit the location to justify writing work orders for the striping.  Officer Pollack was not present to assure increased police enforcement of speeders on this street.   [Tabled for further reports at the next meeting.]


Item #2:  Responding to a request for new solutions to existing traffic safety problems in the block of Beethoven St. between Zanja St. and Washington Blvd., due to the narrowness of the street, parking on both sides and ongoing construction projects in this block, Michael M. suggested one-side only parking.  However this has been proposed several times in the past and rejected by the residents of the block, because many of them have nowhere else to park.  No other solutions were suggested at this meeting.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
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Item #3:  Re: request for STOP signs on Marco Pl. at Maplewood Ave., due to alleged speeding of vehicles on Marco west of Beethoven St., Michael M. reported that there is already a 4-way STOP at Maplewood and the distance between Beethoven and Maplewood is only 3 blocks.  Len N. will ask the CTU (Community Traffic Unit) to assign a police presence on Marco to control speeding in this area, where the nearby schools generate safety issues for children walking to and from school.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 

Item #4:  Responding to a report that at 12552 Mitchell and 3958 Frances Aves.,vehicles park at the unpainted corner curb, blocking visibility at the Mitchell/Frances intersection, and a request that this corner curb be painted red to prevent vehicles from parking there, Michael M. will look at the location and if there is a problem, he will issue a work order to correct it.  [Tabled for follow-up report at the next meeting.] 

Item #5:  A request to extend towards Pacific Ave. a no-parking red zone next to the east/west alley behind a Deli business at 12470 Venice Blvd., where vehicles reportedly exit the alley onto Wasatch Ave. at high speed with restricted visibility due to vehicles parked close to the alley, has been previously denied by LADOT, but Len N. will ask again for increased police enforcement re: alley exit speeding.  Also See, “Other Agenda Items, Old Business, Item #3 below, covering the same traffic issue and location.  [No further action by this Committee on this LADOT item.]
Other Agenda Items 

Old Business – 


Item #1:  Reporting on progress by CD11 staff in problem areas identified by residents and traffic committees where oversized and overnight vehicle parking is occurring on residential streets, Len N. will continue to report such vehicles to P.A.T.H. [People Assisting The Homeless] for outreach, and to the LAPD to issue citations where such parking is illegal.  [Tabled for a further CD11 report at the next meeting.]


Item #2:  The speed trailer survey conducted last year on McLaughlin between Palms and Woodbine was accidentally erased during a computer upgrade and Officer Pollack was to see about doing a new one to monitor speed and driving safety in this block where traffic merges into one lane.  However, Officer Pollack was absent from this meeting so there was no report.  [Tabled for LAPD report at the next meeting.]  
Item #3:  Due to Officer Pollack’s absence from this meeting, there was no report on whether he has monitored alley cross-traffic which fails to stop before crossing Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave.  Both Len N. and Michael M. said they have traveled on the alley during commuter off-hours and encountered almost no traffic.  However, a report is needed re: monitoring and enforcement during commuter hours.  [Tabled for LAPD report at the next meeting.] 

Item #4: Reporting on whether repair/repaving of Warren Ave. to eliminate safety hazards caused by tree roots protruding through the pavement, still unresolved since early 2010, has now been scheduled for the 2011-12 fiscal year budget, Len N. said he has talked with the budget director Mark Antonio Grant who said that a budget meeting is scheduled for next month and he will try to get Warren Ave. included.   [Tabled for a CD11 progress report at the next meeting.]

Item #5:  Responding to a request from a Beethoven St. resident for resurfacing of the street between Venice Blvd. and Palms Blvd., Len said that there are many streets in worse shape and with more urgent problems so priority cannot now be assigned to this request, but its turn will come in due time.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
New Business – 

Item #1:  Residents’ complaints about RVs and other large business vehicles parked and seldom moved in the 3900 block of Centinela Ave., taking needed parking spaces from residents, could not be addressed at this meeting because LAPD Officer Pollack was absent.  [Tabled for LAPD action at the next meeting.]
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Item #2:  Reports of speeding cars on McLaughlin Ave. between Washington Pl. and Washington Blvd. during Monday morning and Friday evening commuter hours were relayed by Len N. to the LAPD West Traffic Division CTU and Officer Salvador Jaramillo said he would assign an officer to monitor the traffic and enforce the speed limit.  Michael M. will research the street’s accident history to see whether placing a 4-way STOP at Herbert St., suggested by Officer Jarmillo to possibly solve the problem, is warranted.  [Tabled for follow-up report from LADOT and LAPD at the next meeting.]  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 20, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201, Los Angeles, CA 90025.

Submitted by Linda Guagliano,






MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Committee Chair
May 23, 2011
 

