MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, March 10, 2010


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:12 a.m. on Wednesday, March 10, 2010 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), Officer Joe Pollack (LAPD West Traffic Division), Carlo Girona, Chuck Ray, George Wolfberg, Lewis Stout, Marilyn Marble, Martin Rubin, and Nancy Howell.

 Attendees were introduced and signed the attendance sheet.  The Minutes of the January 13, 2010 meeting were approved after correction of the stated date for the next meeting from February 10, 2010 to March 10, 2010.   Agenda items were then discussed as follows.


Old Business:
  
Item #1:  Following up on the requirements, forms and process to Petition for permits re: possible restrictions for oversized and overnight vehicle parking on certain residential streets in Mar Vista, Len N. reported that the Los Angeles Municipal Code will be changed to ease the Petition process for securing such permits.  Overall size requirements for oversized vehicles will be reduced, a fee will not be charged for the permit, and the effective date of the new code will be in about two months, according to Hadi Hashemi, acting Senior Engineer for Permit Parking.  [Tabled for further CD11 input at the next meeting.]  

Item #2:  Carlo G. described the severe damage that the City’s parkway ficus tree roots at 3347-69 Redwood Ave. have done to his and his neighbors’ property and showed photographs.   Eight years ago, he hired a contractor to remove the roots, which had invaded his property and damaged his home and his piping, heating and meter equipment, but the roots grew back and are again causing damage to his property and the sidewalk.  Len N. reported that he has discussed removal of tree roots at this location (also at Barry and Sardis Aves. and at 11610 Clarkson, where damage is mostly to street, curbs and sidewalks) with Nazario at Street Services. who has responded that removal of tree roots is now the homeowner’s responsibility; the City will no longer fix or pay for problems its parkway trees cause.  Len was unable to suggest a solution, but said he and Carlo would make a conference phone call after this meeting to discuss the issue with Greg Mofette at the Urban Forestry Dept.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #3:  Following a 24-hour speed survey conducted on Beethoven St. north of Palms Blvd., Officer Pollack reported that in that time period the speed trailer counted 3,910 vehicles, with an average speed of 29 MPH and only 1% traveling at excessive speed.  However, Officer Pollack will revisit the location when he can to monitor traffic speed and warn/ticket any speeders.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #4:  Officer Pollack had previously reported that he had observed some speeding and other unsafe driving activity where traffic merges into one lane on McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Woodbine St.  He will now put a speed trailer in that block for a survey, and will also monitor traffic activity for other safety problems.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]
Item #5:  Re: the request for an extension of time for the left-turn signal on westbound Venice Blvd. to southbound McLaughlin Ave., Mo B. reported that the LADOT Signal Timing Section did a survey and has recommended and installed an extension to 10 seconds in the p.m. peak time period (was 5 seconds).   [Resolved.]

Item #6:  Officer Pollack still has not had a chance to monitor alley cross-traffic which fails to stop before exiting onto Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave., but he said he will do so before the next meeting.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]  

Item #7:  Re: the study by the LADOT Signal Timing Section on increasing clearance time for pedestrians crossing Barrington Ave. at the Federal/Indianapolis Ave. traffic signal, Mo B. reported that work is underway to install “resting in red,” whereby the signal stays red until a vehicle hits a loop sensor 120 feet before the signal/crosswalk.  Remaining work includes doing a pedestrian count at school hours.  [Tabled for further LADOT report at the next meeting.]
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 New Business:


Item #1:  Answering a question about when the recently-installed left-turn traffic signal for turns from southbound Barrington Ave. to eastbound National Blvd. will be activated, Mo B. said the signal will be activated in one month.  The left-turn pocket length will not be increased.  Mo also gave this additional information:  1) long-ago-requested 3-way left-turn arrows for the traffic light at the Ocean Park Blvd./ Bundy Dr. intersection will be activated in a month, and 2) a westbound left turn signal at National Blvd. and Sawtelle has been approved.  [Resolved.] 


Item #2:  A discussion was had regarding a Feb. 2nd accident on the west side of McLaughlin Ave., in which an SUV rammed three cars parked in front of homes just south of the Federal Ave. traffic signal.  Mo B. said there are already several speed limit and other warning signs in that block, and both he and George W., who brought this item to the Committee, think that the “resting in red” feature being installed on the Federal/Indianapolis traffic signal may help prevent recurrences of similar incidents.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 


Item #3:  A resident requested help to deal with speeding cars which endanger children and high school students on Redwood Ave. between Zanja St. and Washington Blvd.  However, Mo B. said that this block is the jurisdiction of Culver City’s Transportation Department. The L.A./Culver City line bisects the street, and the “small” speed humps and 15 MPH speed hump signs (which apparently do not deter speeders) were installed by Culver City.  The speed limit is 25 MPH but there are no signs are posted in that block. The resident lives on the east side of the street, which is L.A., and was unaware that the other, west, side of the street is in Culver City.  Mo B. suggested that Linda G. contact Culver City transportation engineer Gabe Garcia and enlist his help to post speed limit signs and initiate monitoring of speeding activity in this block.  [No further action by this Committee.]  


Item #4:  A request was made by a Neighborhood Watch group for at least a “one second delay” for the traffic light at the corner of Rose Ave. and Centinela, to reduce accidents.  Mo B. will view the location to determine the need for such a delay.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 


Item #5:  Responding to a request for painting a red curb on the inside of a right-angle turn from Berryman Ave. to Francis Pl., Mo B. said he will put in a request for the paint work.  [Resolved.]  


Item #6:  Officer Pollack was asked to monitor vehicle traffic which reportedly exits onto Butler Ave. without first stopping, from an alley behind an apartment building on the west side of Butler just south of Biona Dr.  [Tabled for LAPD follow-up report at the next meeting.]  


Item #7:  Responding to a request to paint a center dividing line on Victoria Ave. between Boise and Stewart Aves., to separate traffic lanes for safety reasons, Mo B. said he has put in an order for a center line to be painted on Victoria all the way from Centinela Ave. to Beethoven St.  [Resolved] 

Item #8:  Answering a request from Westside Village H.A. for 4-way STOP signs at the Queensland and Greenfield Aves. intersection, Mo B.is doing a study to evaluate the need for the all-way STOP.  [Tabled for a further LADOT report at the next meeting.] 

Item #9:  Re: a request to fill deep potholes in the alley between Grand View Blvd. and Centinela Ave., which runs behind Floyd’s Barbershop and the Venice Grind to exit next to the Vineyard, Len N. will call it in to Street Services and will also include in his request the alley running east between the Post Office parking lot on Grand View and Inglewood Blvd.  [Tabled for CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 


Item 10:  Re: a request to repaint the two sets of double yellow lines in the 4100 block of Inglewood Blvd. south of Sylvester St. and to stripe the median between them, for better visibility and safety, Mo B. will check to see if the area is in Culver City, and if it is, he will ask Gabe Garcia, Culver City Transportation Engineer, to undertake the repainting and striping.  [Tabled for LADOT report at the next meeting.]
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Non-Agenda Items Brought Up Under Public Comment: 

Item #1:  Linda G. asked what happened to reducing the speed limit on Palms Blvd. between McLaughlin and Walgrove Aves. from 35 MPH to 30 MPH, which was supposed to be going through City Transportation Committee vote and legal review and was supposed to be approved “soon.”  Mo B. replied that “it is not going to happen” but did not detail the reasons.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #2:  Lewis Stout presented a request for all-way STOP signs at the intersection of Grand View Blvd. and Victoria Ave. for: vehicle and pedestrian safety on both streets, a pedestrian crossing in the long stretch between Venice and Charnock Blvds., and to provide speed control on both northbound and southbound traffic, especially on the southbound downhill to Venice Blvd., for the safety of the weekly Farmers Market which occupies space directly across Venice Blvd. from the foot of the hill.  A speed survey chart from the MVCC radar speed monitor was attached to the text portion to illustrate the need for the STOP signs requested to be installed on Grand View Blvd. at Victoria.  It was noted that LADOT’s March 9, 2010 NTM Plan presentation to the MVCC Board of Directors showed the Grand View/Victoria 4-way STOP as an approved feature of the Plan.  Mo B. commented that whatever was approved in the LADOT-NTM Plan will be done in the next couple of months.  [No further action by this Committee at this time.] 
Item #3:  Martin Rubin requested that pothole repairs also be done in the alley located on the west side of Centinela Ave. north of Venice Blvd., where it runs behind the mini-mall and self carwash.  Len N. will also call this in to Street Services.  [Tabled for CD11 follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
Item #4:  Marilyn Marble requested 4-way STOP signs at Wade St. and Pacific Ave. and at Wasatch Ave. and Pacific Ave.  Mo B. will view the locations and traffic patterns to determine whether an all-way STOP is warranted at these intersections.  [Tabled for LADOT follow-up report at the next meeting.] 
The meeting was adjourned at 11.50 a.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201. Los Angeles, CA 90025.

Submitted by Linda Guagliano,






MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Committee Chair
March 18, 2010
 

