MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, March 11, 2009


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 11, 2009 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), Martin Rubin and Christopher McKinnon.  The LAPD representative, Officer Joe Pollack of West Traffic Division, was not present.  

Attendees were introduced and signed the attendance sheet.  The Minutes of the January 14, 2009 meeting were approved with one correction to Old Business Item #3 re: confirmation of installation of left-turn arrow signals at Centinela/Venice and Overland/Venice.  Agenda items were discussed as follows.


Old Business
  
Item #1:  An LAPD update on enforcement of posted weight limits on residential streets south of Venice Blvd. was not available as the LAPD West Traffic Division Officer was not present. [Tabled for progress report at next meeting.]

Item #2:  Len N. reported that the current pilot program to restrict oversize vehicles and overnight parking and timing for inclusion of Mar Vista is still incomplete.  The pilot program is still in process in Brentwood and San Pedro, no final report has been made, and neighbors and parkers are still at odds over the signage and rules.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.] 
Item #3:  Some repairs have been made to the traffic safety hazard at Barry and Sardis Aves. where tree roots have lifted up the pavement to create a large bump and pothole.  An asphalt patch has been applied to the pothole but the bump remains due to the tree roots.  Len N. says root removal and curb/sidewalk repairs are required to eliminate the hazard and he will pursue the matter with Street Services. [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.] 
Item #4:  Expected updates on several Rose Ave. items not resolved at previous meetings included enforcement of posted weight limits and speed limits (and ticketing drivers blasting loud radios), but the LAPD Officer assigned to monitor these problems was not present to make a report.  Another unresolved item was a request that garbage trucks going to Venice for trash collection be stopped from going through Rose Ave.  Len N. has e-mailed Lloyd Gaines at West L.A. Solid Resources Management to register a complaint and request that the trash truck traffic stop using Rose Ave. as a route.  Len will also ask Valerie Davidson for identification info on the vehicles so he can inform Lloyd Gaines which trucks are traveling through Rose Ave.  [Tabled for further reports from LAPD and CD11 at the next meeting]
Item #5:  A follow-up report on whether vehicles speeding at the intersection of Venice Blvd. and Wade St. may be a factor in recent accidents at this location was not available due to the absence of the LAPD Officer Joe Pollack at this meeting.  [Tabled until the next meeting.]

Item #6:  Following up on complaints about a dangerously potholed and flooded alley behind 3500 Centinela Ave., Len N. reported that he sent a message to DWP’s “Drought Busters” regarding a homeowner emptying his pool into the alley, but asked Linda G. for background information on the original complaint, as he was not at the November 2008 meeting of this Committee when the matter first came up.  Linda G. will provide the original e-mails, the complainant’s contact information and the pool owner’s address to aid a more complete investigation.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]

Item #7:  Reporting on the LADOT’s study and disposition of a request for pedestrian crosswalks with light signals on Washington Place at East Blvd. and at Marcasel Ave., Mo B. presented a letter from him to Linda G. providing the results of the study, a detailed explanation of why the installation cannot be justified and is therefore not approved, and thanks to Christopher McK. for his request and interest.  A copy of the letter was given to Chris McK. for his files.  [Resolved.]
Item #8:  Report on enforcement of speed limits on Beethoven St. north of Palms Blvd., which had been referred to LAPD Officer Joe Pollack, was not available as he was not at this meeting.  [Tabled until the next meeting.]

March 11, 2009 Bi-Monthly Traffic Meeting Minutes – Page 2

Item #9:  Following up whether the deepest potholes in the alley between Beethoven & Moore Sts. north of Venice Blvd. and in the alley behind 3500 Centinela Ave. can be filled/repaired for safety reasons, regardless of a current hold on alley repairs, Len N. reported that he put in a request for both alleys for pothole filling, asking if a “skin patch” can be done.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]

Item #10:  Reporting on his previous request (Nov. 2008) for replacement of a damaged East Blvd. street sign, Christopher McK. said that the broken post has been replaced but the damaged East Blvd. sign plate was fastened to the new post.  Mo B. said he will order a new sign plate and have it installed, leaving room at the top of the post to add a replica of the original antique iron post-top cap. (Note:  Chris McK. reported in Nov. 2007 that many of these caps are missing; they are no longer available from LADOT).  [Tabled for a further update at the next meeting.]

New Business  

Item #1:  A request to install a flashing sign for pedestrians crossing from the “Beethoven Stairs” to the walkway across Beethoven St. was discussed, and Mo B. advised that no part of this request is feasible.  LADOT cannot approve a mid-block crosswalk as there is no right-of-way at this location.  Pedestrians may cross there, but DOT will not put up any signs or paint pavement markings to encourage pedestrians to cross, as it is a “lawsuit waiting to happen” if a vehicle/pedestrian accident should occur at the location. [No further action by this Committee]    

Item #2:  Several stakeholders have requested that a paved sidewalk be installed on the present dirt walkway running west downhill along the south side of Rose Ave. from the traffic signal at Centinela Ave., for the safety of pedestrians using the walkway which is especially dangerous when wet and slippery, and have suggested that the paving should extend at least to the first driveway past Colonial Ave..  Len N. will look at the location and contact Street Services for an opinion and construction plan.  [Tabled for a progress report at the next meeting.]

Item #3:  Request to install 2-way or all-way STOP signs at the intersection of Pacific Ave. and Frances Ave. for pedestrian and vehicle safety, due to several recent accidents at this intersection.  Mo B. will have LADOT do a study to determine whether such signs are needed.  [Tabled for report at the next meeting.]  

Item #4:  In response to complaints from residents about conflicting signs at 12118 Pacific Ave. near Keeshon, that there is an mistake in the arrows on the 1-hour meter-parking sign which has resulted in tickets being wrongly given, Mo B. has looked at the sign and issued a work order to change the double arrow to a right-pointing arrow to cover the meter-parking portion of the street only.  [Resolved.]

Item #5:  Request to post 25 MPH speed limit signs on both sides of Palms Blvd. between Centinela and McLaughlin Aves.was discussed, and Mo B. said that the actual legal speed limit between Walgrove Ave. and McLaughlin is 35 MPH.  However, LADOT is going to reduce it to 30 MPH, but retain the 35 MPH limit between Sawtelle and McLaughlin.  Len N. will send Bill Pope a copy of the Municipal Code which specifies the legal speed limits and advise that 35 MPH is legal but will now be reduced to 30 MPH from Walgrove to McLaughlin, and that 25 MPH is not going to happen.  [Tabled for further report at the next meeting.]  
Item #6:  A question has been raised about parking meters on Venice Blvd., which were scheduled to be changed -- but were not -- from 1-hour parking to 2-hour parking, and where the signs read “8 a.m.-6 p.m.” but the meters now run from 8 a.m to 8 p.m.   Len N. has talked to Ray Lau, the city meter supervisor, about the conflicting meters and signage and received the following information:  the City changed the meter rates to $1 an hour, were going to change the signs but haven’t, but have been enforcing the longer hours of 6 pm to 8 pm.  However, the raised rates will stay $1 an hour, meters will be changed to 2-hour, and signs will be changed to match, reading “Mon.-Sat. 2-hour parking 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Sundays 8 a.m.-6 p.m.”  (When this will be completed is not known, but hopefully before too many people get undeserved tickets due to the conflicting signs and meters.)  [Further discussion and information at the next meeting.]  
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Item #7:  A request was made to enforce weight limits on Inglewood Blvd., where overweight vehicles disobey posted signs at both ends of Inglewood (at Venice and National Blvds.) and on Palms Blvd. (at McLaughlin and Centinela) and also turn from Palms onto Inglewood.  No additional signs will be posted because the already-banned overweight vehicles are ignoring the current signs and more signs will not help.  

Instead, police presence is needed to catch and ticket violators.  [Tabled for referral to LAPD at the next meeting.]  

Item #8:  A request was made to eliminate a conflict in speed limit signs on Inglewood Blvd. at Rose Ave., where a sign on northbound Inglewood just past Rose reads 25 MPH, followed after about 50 feet by a tree-branch-covered sign reading 30 MPH, followed by a speed hump 15 MPH sign.  Mo B. will issue a work order to remove the obstructed 30 MPH sign and to change the 25 MPH sign to 30 MPH.  [Resolved.] 

Non-Agenda Items Brought Up Under Public Comment 
Item #1:  Linda G. relayed a complaint for Bill Scheding, who was unable to attend the meeting, about street parking on the south side of National Blvd. east of the terminus of Grand View Blvd., where many RVs and other oversize vehicles park for more than 72 hours at a time, presenting traffic hazards and health concerns.  Len N. will give license numbers to parking enforcement and ask for ticketing; Mo B. will issue a work order to extend the red curb zone 50 ft. past the center median to discourage parking in the area. [No further action by this Committee.]

Item  #2:  Christopher McK. showed a photo of a methane gas vent pipe protected by bollards on 

the center island in the 12200 block of Venice Blvd. where one bollard is bent over sideways, apparently having been hit by a vehicle.  Len N. will notify the Street Services yard that the bent bollard needs to be replaced.  [No further action by this Committee.]
Item #3:  Martin R. asked why there is a “bump” or “dip” in the pavement on the newly repaved Palms Bridge, resulting in an uneven surface which could be dangerous.  Len N. will investigate whether the paving is now considered completed and if so, why there is an apparent defect, or whether more work is  supposed to be done there.  He will e-mail Larisa Bolotski for an explanation.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]   
Item #4:  Martin R. said there is a safety problem on the newly-striped Clarkson/Barry Ave. curve due to speeding and unsafe driving by cut-thru traffic, mostly during the afternoon commuter hours, with some vehicles veering across the curve’s center lines onto the wrong side of the road.  [LAPD intervention may be needed to alleviate this problem.] 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 13, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201. Los Angeles, CA 90025.
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