MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Bi-Monthly Traffic Committee Meeting

November 12, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.

Office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl

1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025

AGENDA

Call to Order and Introductions

Approval of Minutes of September 09, 2009.  

Old Business - Progress Reports or Further Discussion of Items from September 9th Meeting Agenda:

1. Update on enforcement of posted truck weight limits on residential streets south of Venice Blvd.  [LAPD]
2. Follow-up on locations for oversized and overnight vehicle parking restrictions on residential streets in Mar Vista, to be modeled after the Brentwood and San Pedro pilot programs, with a handout list of suggested locations compiled by the MVCC Board and its traffic committees and residents since the last meeting of this Committee.   [CD11]

3. Update on when the service request to Special Street Services for removal of tree roots and permanent repairs to street, curb and sidewalk at Barry and Sardis Aves. is scheduled to be completed. [CD11]

4. Follow-up report on monitoring and enforcement re: violations of speed limits on Beethoven St. north of Palms Blvd. and on Rose Ave. between Walgrove Ave. and Morningside Way.  [LAPD] 

5.  Update on whether the remaining repairs of the deep potholes in the alley between Beethoven and Moore St. north of Venice Blvd. and in the alley behind 3500 Centinela Ave. have now been completed as requested.  [CD11] 
6.  Update report as to whether issuing tickets/warnings, for speeding and wrong-side driving by cut-thru traffic during afternoon commuter hours, has improved safety on the Clarkson/Barry Ave. curve.  [LAPD]
7.  Follow-up report on monitoring and enforcement re: speeding and other unsafe driving activity where traffic merges into one lane on McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Woodbine St., and whether accidents and incidents of careless driving in this block have been reduced due to such monitoring and enforcement.  [LAPD]
8.  Follow-up report on whether a requested extension of time for the left-hand turn signal on westbound Venice Blvd. to southbound McLaughlin Ave. has been found to be warranted and if so, details of the timing change and schedule for installation.   [LADOT]
9.  Follow-up re: request by homeowner at 11610 Clarkson Rd. for street repairs to correct the   obstructed flow of water in the street gutter, caused by tree roots pushing up pavement and resulting in a stagnant pool collecting in front of the home’s driveway.   [CD11] 

10.  Update re: request to trim tree branches obscuring the STOP sign on northbound Corinth Ave. at Stanwood and LADOT’s issuance of a work order for a STOP AHEAD sign and the word STOP and the STOP line painted on the pavement, discussed under New Business at the September 9th meeting.  This work reportedly has not yet been done and safety issues remain.  [LADOT]  
11.  Follow-up report on monitoring and enforcement re: alley traffic failing to stop before exiting onto Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave.  [LAPD]  
12.  Report on feasibility study re: request for a crosswalk on Barrington Ave. at Navy Street.  [LADOT]  
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13.  Follow-up report on whether pushbutton and/or sensor timing allowed for pedestrians crossing Barrington Ave. at the Federal Ave. traffic signal is adequate or should be increased.  [LADOT]  

14.  Report on follow-up with Caltrans re: adequacy of Palms Bridge pavement repairs.  [CD11]     
New Business – Items for Discussion:
1. Request to install a STOP sign and crosswalk on Palms Blvd. at Stewart Ave. on the south (eastbound) side of Palms, and between Stewart and Wade St. on the north (westbound) side of Palms. This is a serious safety concern for neighborhood residents, as there are no places to safely cross Palms in the long stretch between Centinela Ave. and Beethoven St., and the 35 MPH speed limit on Palms is routinely ignored and exceeded along this stretch.

2. Request to install a protected left turn signal from eastbound Palms Blvd. to northbound Overland Ave.  This is needed because drivers in the eastbound Palms left turn pocket cannot see all of the oncoming westbound Palms traffic, a visibility problem caused by the misalignment of eastbound Palms Blvd. after it crosses Overland.

3. Request to investigate the need for protected left turn signals from westbound Palms Blvd. to southbound Sepulveda Blvd, and from southbound Sepulveda to eastbound Palms.  (This may   become a necessity as north/south traffic volumes balloon with the expected development at 3115 Sepulveda (Red Mountain Group) and another large project near National and Sepulveda.) 

4. Request to increase left turn time from eastbound Venice Blvd. to northbound Sawtelle Blvd. during the A.M. and P.M. commute periods by starting that phase 7-14 seconds earlier in the cycle, an improvement that would not affect other traffic flows and would allow more vehicles to turn on the signal, reducing or clearing the left-turn queue of waiting vehicles.

5. Request to mitigate extensive public and private property damage and safety issues by removing root-invasive parkway ficus trees located from 3347-3369 Redwood Ave., between Morningside Way and Psomas Way.  (Photographs have been submitted to show the damage to sidewalks, street and homes and proximity to an elementary school.)

6. Request to relocate signs on the north side of National Blvd. under the 405 Fwy, facing east for the westbound traffic, because signs on posts on the narrow sidewalk impede pedestrian traffic; and a sign warning of height restriction is under the freeway overpass, where drivers of tall vehicles cannot see it until they have already driven under the overpass, so this sign should be moved to a location where it is visible to traffic approaching the low overpass. 

Public Comment:
Discussion of items not on this Agenda will be had if time permits, or deferred to the next meeting.  Speakers are asked to submit a written request for time at the beginning of the meeting, and to limit their presentation to five minutes.

The next Bi-Monthly MVCC/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at 1645 Corinth Ave., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90025. 

