MINUTES of MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Meeting, November 12, 2009


The bi-monthly meeting of the MVCC Transportation Committee’s Liaison Sub-Committee for representatives of LADOT/CD11/LAPD was called to order at 10:05 a.m. on Thursday, November 12, 2009 at the office of Councilman Bill Rosendahl, in Room 201 at 1645 Corinth Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025.  The meeting was chaired by Linda Guagliano (MVCC Liaison) and attended by Mo Blorfroshan (LADOT Western District Transportation Engineer), Len Nguyen (CD11 Field Deputy), Bob Fitzpatrick, Chuck Ray and Martin Rubin.  Officer Joe Pollack of the LAPD West Traffic Division was absent.

 Attendees were introduced and signed the attendance sheet.  The Minutes of the September 09, 2009 meeting were unanimously approved.  Agenda items were then discussed as follows.


Old Business
  
Item #1:  Officer Pollack was not present to report his follow-up on enforcement of posted weight limits on residential streets south of Venice Blvd.   [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]  

Item #2:  Regarding a possible program to restrict oversized and overnight vehicle parking on residential streets in Mar Vista, which was discussed at the Sept. 9th meeting, a list of ten locations suggested so far for such restrictions has been compiled by Chuck R. and the MVCC Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, and copies of this list were handed out to meeting attendees.  Len N. will take this list to CD11 for review for a possible Mar Vista restricted parking program similar to the recent pilot programs in Brentwood and San Pedro.  [Tabled for further discussion at the next meeting.] 
Item #3:  Len N. reported that CD11’s service request to Special Street Services, to remove the tree roots which have lifted the pavement on Barry and Sardis Aves. and to make permanent repairs to the street, curb and sidewalk, is still open  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.] 
Item #4:  Officer Pollack was not present to report on his monitoring and enforcement of speed limits on Beethoven St. north of Palms Blvd. and on Rose Ave. between Walgrove Ave. and Morningside Way. [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]
Item #5:  Following up on requested repairs to deep potholes in the alley between Beethoven and Moore Sts. (north of Venice Blvd.) and in the alley behind 3500 Centinela Ave., Len N. will revisit both locations to recheck, but thinks all repairs are now complete.  If not, he will continue to press Street Services to finish the work.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #6:  Officer Pollack was not present to report on whether enforcement measures for speeding and wrong-side driving by cut-thru traffic during p.m. commuter hours have improved the safety problem on the Clarkson/Barry curve.  Martin R. said that Officer Pollack told him that the situation is being monitored but he has not actually seen any police enforcement activity at the location.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]    

Item #7:  Officer Pollack was not present to report on monitoring and enforcement re: speeding and other unsafe or dangerous driving activity where traffic merges into one lane on McLaughlin Ave. between Palms Blvd. and Woodbine St., and whether incidence of accidents in this block has decreased.  [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.]
Item #8:  Re: a request for extension of time for the left-turn signal on westbound Venice Blvd. to southbound McLaughlin, Mo B. looked at the location and reports that an increase in time for the westbound traffic left-turn arrow is not feasible during the p.m. “rush hour,” as eastbound traffic on Venice Blvd. is so heavy at that time that delays due to left-turn time extension are not warranted.  Mo asked Linda G. to find out from requester Chris McK. if left-turn traffic at other times of day, such as a.m. or mid-day, could benefit from an extension in turn arrow time   [Tabled for follow-up at the next meeting.]

Item #9:  Re: the request by a homeowner at 11610 Clarkson Rd. for repairs to prevent water from collecting in a stagnant pool in the gutter in front of her house and driveway, Len N. submitted a request to Street Services in September to determine if filling the depressed pavement, caused by a parkway tree’s roots pushing up the pavement, would solve the problem.  This request is still open.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]
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Item #10:  Re: request to trim tree branches obscuring the STOP sign on northbound Corinth Ave. at Stanwood, install a STOP AHEAD sign and paint STOP on the pavement, the signs have been installed but the tree branches have not yet been trimmed, resulting in no safety improvement at this intersection because the tree branches now obscure both the STOP and STOP AHEAD signs.  Len N. will contact Street Services to immediately trim the tree branches as requested.  [No further action by this Committee.]

Item #11:  Officer Pollack was not present to report on his monitoring and enforcement re: alley traffic failing to stop before exiting onto Wasatch Ave. in the block between Venice Blvd. and Pacific Ave.   [Tabled for an LAPD report at the next meeting.] 

Item #12:  Following a feasibility study re: a request for a crosswalk on Barrington Ave. at Navy St., Mo reported that a crosswalk at this location is not necessary because there is not enough pedestrian activity to warrant it.  Nearby signal-controlled crossings at National Blvd. and at Federal Ave. provide safer places to cross on this stretch of Barrington.  [No further action by this Committee.]

Item #13:  Following up on whether the pedestrian crossing time on Barrington at the Federal Ave. traffic signal is adequate or should be increased, Mo B. checked the timing and reports that the “walk” timing is 7 seconds solid and 7 seconds flashing, which should be enough for this 36’ wide street.  However, he will look into extending either the solid or the flashing cycle, though the total time would still be 14 seconds.  Mo B. asked for additional input on whether Stan Salfras, who made the request, was concerned with a particular time of day, or a time when school children or elderly/disabled persons might be crossing.  Chuck R. will inquire and give Mo B. the response.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]  


Item #14:  Reporting on Caltrans repairs to the Palms Bridge bumpy pavement, Len N. said that they have “shaved the bridge and filled the planters” and the paving work is now satisfactory.  Martin R. commented that the former uneven pavement is now no longer uneven.  [Resolved.]  

New Business


Item #1:  The request for a STOP sign at Palms Blvd. and Stewart Ave. was discussed.  Mo B. said that this would be an all-way STOP on Stewart at Palms and that it may also help the cross traffic at that location.  However, like other recent requests for STOP signs (e.g., Inglewood at Rose and Grand View at Victoria), it will be part of the whole LADOT-NTM Plan for Mar Vista.  Mo B. also said he will see if at least the STOP signs at the Inglewood/Rose Ave. school crossing (which were requested over six months ago for safety reasons) can be expedited.   [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.] 

Item #2:  Mo B. reported that the request to install a protected left turn signal from eastbound Palms Blvd. to northbound Overland Ave. has already been approved and funded and is expected to be installed in early 2010.  [Resolved.] 

Item #3:  Request for protected left turn signals from westbound Palms Blvd. to southbound Sepulveda and from southbound Sepulveda to eastbound Palms was discussed and Mo B. said that there was no need for these at this time.  [No further action by this Committee.] 

Item #4:  Re: request to increase left turn arrow time from eastbound Venice Blvd. to northbound Sawtelle Blvd. during the a.m. and p.m. commute periods, Mo B. will research this further to determine how and if such a time extension is doable.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.]  

Item #5:  Request to remove root-invasive ficus trees located at 3347-3369 Redwood Ave., between Morningside Way and Psomas Way, in order to mitigate further damage to street, sidewalk, curbs and homes, will be followed up by Len N., who will request that a root-trimming machine be sent to the location.  [Tabled for a further report at the next meeting.] 


Item #6:  A complaint was made that poorly located signs, facing east for westbound traffic on the north side of National Blvd. at the 405 Fwy overpass, block the narrow sidewalk, and that a height restriction sign is located under the overpass where drivers cannot see it before they drive beneath the low overpass.  Len N. will contact Caltrans, which is responsible for the signs, and ask for the signs to be appropriately relocated.  [No further action by this Committee unless Caltrans fails to make the necessary changes.]
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Non-Agenda Items Brought Up Under Public Comment 

Item #1:  Len N. met with an administrator of Temple Ohr Ha Torah, located at the corner of Venice Blvd. and S. Barrington Ave., to discuss a petition they sent asking for installation of a crosswalk on Venice Blvd., to extend from in front of the Temple across all the westbound and eastbound lanes of Venice Blvd. (and the center island) to the southside sidewalk.  Len N. explained that Venice Blvd. is a Caltrans highway and he doubted their Petition request would be granted.  [No action required by this Committee.]  
The meeting was adjourned at 11.15 a.m.  The next bi-monthly MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 13, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at Councilman Bill Rosendahl’s office at 1645 Corinth Ave., Room 201. Los Angeles, CA 90025.

Submitted by Linda Guagliano,






MVCC Liaison/LADOT/CD11/LAPD Committee Chair
November 15, 2009
 

