DIRECTOR’S MOTION: Jakob Meuser

TITLE: Strengthening Protections Against Federal Immigration Enforcement in Los Angeles

PURPOSE:

To express the Mar Vista Community Council’s concern that the City of Los Angeles fully
implement and enforce its sanctuary policies, including Ordinance No. 188441, and to
request specific steps to protect residents from civil immigration enforcement actions that
may conflict with state and federal constitutional protections.

BACKGROUND:

The City of Los Angeles has adopted state and local measures—such as the California Values
Act (SB 54), LAPD Special Order 40, and the 2024 City Sanctuary Ordinance—to prohibit the
use of City resources for civil immigration enforcement and to protect immigrant
communities.

Recent reports from community members and organizations describe Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) activity on the Westside and throughout Los Angeles, including
detentions of day laborers, construction workers, and families near community facilities.
These reports have created fear and confusion among immigrant Angelenos and raised
questions about whether City departments and contractors have clear guidance that is
consistent with City policy and state law.

Departments and City-controlled operators—such as LAPD, Recreation and Parks, Los
Angeles Public Library branches, and LADOT bus and DASH drivers—have not all received
clear, public direction on how to respond to federal immigration agents who lack judicial
warrants, and some workers have reportedly faced discipline after refusing to cooperate
with immigration enforcement.

The Mar Vista, Del Rey, and Palms neighborhoods include a significant number of non-
citizen residents, many of whom may be particularly affected by immigration enforcement
actions. The MVCC has a duty to bring these community concerns to the attention of the City
Council and Mayor.



MOTION:

The Mar Vista Community Council moves that the following letter be approved and
transmitted to the Los Angeles City Council and Mayor Karen Bass:

[Proposed Letter]

Mayor Karen Bass and Members of the Los Angeles City Council
City Hall

Los Angeles, California

Re: Implementation of Ordinance No. 188441 and Related Sanctuary Policies

Dear Mayor Bass and Members of the City Council:

On December 4, 2024, the Los Angeles City Council adopted Ordinance No. 188441. Among
other things, that ordinance limits the use of City resources—including City personnel,
property, and facilities—for civil immigration enforcement, and restricts activities such as
inquiring into immigration status, responding to administrative immigration detainers,
granting access to non-public City property, or otherwise assisting immigration
enforcement except as required by state law.

Our Neighborhood Council represents stakeholders in Mar Vista, where many residents are
immigrants and non-citizens. Community organizations and residents have reported recent
immigration enforcement activity in and around Westside neighborhoods, including
detentions of day laborers, construction workers, and families near community facilities.
These reports raise understandable concerns about whether City policies are being fully
implemented in practice and whether all departments and contractors have clear guidance
on their responsibilities.



In a recent dissenting opinion, Justice Sonia Sotomayor warned that reliance on factors such
as race or ethnicity, speaking Spanish or English with an accent, location, and type of work
to justify immigration stops and arrests risks violating the Fourth Amendment because
those factors can describe large numbers of innocent people. The concern is that such
practices may subject residents—regardless of immigration status—to unlawful detention
based on constitutionally suspect criteria.

We recognize that the federal government has primary authority over immigration
enforcement. At the same time, the City of Los Angeles has a responsibility to ensure that its
own laws and policies are followed, that constitutional protections are respected, and that
City resources are not used in ways that undermine those protections.

For these reasons, the Mar Vista Community Council respectfully urges the City to:

1. Provide clear direction on cooperation standards

Direct all City departments, including LAPD, LAFD, Recreation and Parks, Los Angeles Public
Libraries, and LADOT, to decline cooperation with ICE or other civil immigration
enforcement activity absent a judicial warrant signed by a federal judge or magistrate,
consistent with Ordinance No. 188441, SB 54, and other applicable laws.

2. Verify federal law-enforcement credentials

Direct City staff to verify federal identification for any individual claiming to be a federal law
enforcement officer and to refer suspected impersonation or unlawful detentions to the City
Attorney for investigation and appropriate action.

3. Provide training, signage, and protocols

Instruct the City Attorney and the Civil and Human Rights Department to develop and
implement department-wide training, sighage, and protocols that affirm residents’ rights
under SB 54 and the Sanctuary Ordinance, including explicit protections and clear
procedures for City transit operators and contractors.

4. Strengthen data-protection practices



Implement and publicly report a citywide data-protection policy that limits the collection,
retention, and sharing of personal and immigration-related information, consistent with
state law and City policy.

Finally, we respectfully request that the City Council reaffirm Los Angeles’s commitment as
a sanctuary city by ensuring that no City resource—including personnel, facilities, data
systems, or transit infrastructure—is used to assist federal civil immigration enforcement
beyond what is required by law.

Thank you for your attention to these concerns and for your ongoing work to protect all
Angelenos.

Sincerely,

Mar Vista Community Council



