
 

 

 

 Special Board of Directors  

 MarVista.org > Council > Board  

 Tuesday, September 29th, 2026 from 6:30pm - 7:30pm  

 PUBLIC WELCOME  

 Remote Conferencing by Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89453773619  

 Remote Conferencing by Phone:  305-224-1968  | Meeting ID: (Webinar)  894 5377 3619  

 Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por  

favor contacte Jennifer Rafeedie, Secretaria, al correo electrónico  Jennifer.Rafeedie@marvista.org  para avisar al 

Concejo  Vecinal.  

 IN CONFORMITY WITH THE JANUARY 1, 2026 ENACTMENT OF CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL 707 (DURAZO) AND LA  

CITY COUNCIL FILE 23-1114, THE MAR VISTA COMMUNITY COUNCILMEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED VIRTUALLY.  

 Every person wishing to address the Board must dial  (305) 224-1968 , and enter  894 5377 3619  and then press # to 

join  the meeting. When prompted by the presiding officer, to provide public input at the Neighborhood Council meeting the  

public will be requested to dial *9 or use the Raise Hand option, to address the Board on any agenda item before the  

Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item  

is being considered.  

   

 Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be  

heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from  

acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a  

member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 1 minute per  

speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board.  

 In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of the  

public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the eligible legislative  

body’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or internet-based  

service option, the eligible legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting agenda until  

public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda  

items during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged  

pursuant to Section 54960.1.  California Government Code Section 54953.8(b(3) .  

 The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and shall provide an  

opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real time.  California Government Code  

Section 54953.8(b)(4) .  

 Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an internet website,  

or other online platform, not under the control of the eligible legislative body, that requires registration to log in to a  

teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate.  
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 California Government Code Section 54953.8(b(5) ,  

 A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the public comment  

period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide public comment until that  
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 timed public comment period has elapsed.  California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6(A) ,  

 A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment separately on each  

agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public members the opportunity to provide  

public comment, including time for members of the public to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized  

for the purpose of providing public comment.  California Government Code Section 54953.8(b)(6)(B) .  

 If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting. City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and  

report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More information is available at  

ethics.lacity.org/lobbying.    

1. CALL TO ORDER 6:31 PM 

2. ROLL CALL WITH EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  - Roll Call shall  

include each board member declaring any ex parte communications outside of their duties and conflicts  

of interest pertaining to items on or related to this agenda.  

 

Delaram Ahmadyveasi no/no  

Ian Blue arrived late no/no 

Derl Clausen no/no 

Steven Hedge no/no 

Carolyn Honda absent excused 

Greg Kopelow no/no 

Emily Lin arrived 6:54 PM, no/no  

Andrew Marton no/no 

Jakob Meuser no/no 

Steve Paddock no/no 

April Peterson absent excused 

Deborah Poppink no/no  

Jennifer Rafeedie no/no 

Charlene Samiley absent excused 

Spencer Reisner absent 

Aaron Vanek no/no but has volunteered for MVA in the past 

 



 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THIS AGENDA  - 1 minute  per speaker, if time permits,  

more time will be given. The MVCC is built on Stakeholder participation and input; especially through  

our  committees (see  MarVista.org  > Council > Committees). The Brown Act provides for a “part of the  

meeting where the public can comment on any item of interest that is within the subject matter   

jurisdiction of the local agency.” The MVCC is an advisory board to the Los Angeles City Council and, as 

such, its jurisdiction is restricted within Los Angeles and most importantly, the Mar Vista Community.   

Therefore, please keep public comments within the MVCC jurisdiction and on matters that the MVCC 

may  act upon in future meetings. Thank you for your involvement with the MVCC. Please feel free to   

contact us  ( info@MarVista.org) if we may be of service.   

4. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS -  1 minute per speaker, if time  permits, more time will be given. board  

members may make very limited comments and briefly respond to statements made or questions posed  

by persons exercising their general public comment rights (no action may be taken on matters brought  

up during general public comment).  

 

Aaron: Town hall is this Saturday from 2-5 pm. 

5. OLD BUSINESS  - PLEASE SEE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR  DETAILS.  

5.1. [Funding] [DIRECTOR] Neighborhood Purposes Grant (NPG) Application for Venice High  

School’s Annual Movie Event  –  Discussion and possible  action regarding an NPG 

application for the amount of $1,000 for the Grease movie screening being held at Venice High 

School on   10/3/2026.  

 

Greg: Greece was filmed at Venice high and we should be supporting this screening event at the school. 

Clarifying questions 

Aaron: We funded them for the event last year, did we get the NPG completion form from them? It is helpful to have that 

document. A: Carolyn would have that information, we don’t have that right now. 

Greg: Is this event crowded usually? A: Yes, a lot of people and food. 

Delaram: I think we didn’t give them funding last year because there was a timing issue. 

Stephen/Greg move to approve for $1,000 

Public Comment 

Tommy: I always believed that it was the treasurer’s job to get the paperwork from the NPG recipients.  

Board Comment 

Greg: We did fund them last year for $1,500. 

 

Name Yes No Abstain Absent Recused Ineligible 



 

 

Delaram Ahmadyveasi x      

Ian Blue x      

Derl Clausen x      

Steven Hedge X      

Carolyn Honda    x   

Greg Kopelow X      

Emily Lin    x   

Andrew Marton x      

Jakob Meuser X      

Steve Paddock x      

April Peterson    x   

Deborah Poppink x      

Jennifer Rafeedie x      

Charlene Samiley    x   

Spencer Reisner    x   

Aaron Vanek   x    

Total 10 0 1 5 0 0 

Passes 10-0-1-5-0-0 

5.2. [Funding] [TI&S] Neighborhood Purposes Grant (NPG) Application for Mar Vista Arbor  

Group to plant trees on National Blvd.  – Discussion  and possible action regarding an NPG  

application for the amount of $4,296 to fund the planting of trees on National Blvd.  

 

Jakob: Mar Vista Arbor Group is here to plant trees on National Blvd. 

Maud: See Presentation from 9/17/2026 Meeting for summary of plan and budget. 

Clarifying questions 

Steve Paddock: How are the trees watered? A: We have to go door to door and get a number of people to commit to the 

watering. Renters of single family homes are allowed to make the commitment themselves. Many tree spots do already 

have sprinklers in place. In a good year, there is about 5 months when you wouldn’t have to water? 

Steve Paddock: How much water does it take? A: One really good soak per week for the first year. 

Andrew: I know on National between Butler and Barrington, there were trees that were cut down and uprooted, will 

those be moved? A: We are not capable of taking out the roots, it costs a lot of money. We would hope to work with the 

city to plant around them. 

Andrew: Did we get all your information for people who would want to volunteer? A: https://www.marvistaarbor.org/ 

https://www.marvistaarbor.org/


 

 

Greg/Andrew move to approve generally 

Public Comment 

Tommy: For the last couple of years, the Del Rey council has had a tree give away for very cheap. A: The urban forestry 

permit to plant them in the parkway is for 15 gallon trees, the giveaway is much smaller trees. 

Sarah: In Mar Vista, city trees was giving away parkway trees and we as a group were informing neighbors, but then it 

came to an abrupt halt for Mar Vista, the city wanted to address other neighborhoods because they think the people in 

Mar Vista can afford to buy their own trees. 

Tommy: At the Del Rey event, they were all 5 gallon but some of the trees were up to 5 feet tall. A: In order for us to plant 

in the parkway, they need to be 15 gallon trees. 

Steve: The trees from Del Rey were small enough to fit in your car which was nice. 

Board Comment 

Greg: I think that $4,200 is way too much even though I like the tree idea, I would support $1,500. 

Aaron: This is the best use of MVCC money. The great thing about this is that the work that happened on Warren Avenue 

is native trees, so these won’t destroy the road. When deciding on the species of trees, urban forestry matches the trees 

used by MVA. 

Steve: How much do we have left in our budget? 

Ian: The Clover NPG was for $2,300, hopefully that will be resolved. 

Maud: We have to buy tree stakes for the trees under the city rules, so the absolute minimum is $1,200. 

Greg: Current budget shows that we have $8,000 left for NPGs, not including the $2,300 from the Clover project. 

Steve: Is this the only place you are getting funding? A: Isabel from Verdant Venice just got an NPG last week and when 

she goes door to door to talk to people about the trees, she will say that if they would like to donate they may. 

Emily: With more money you can get more trees, but you aren’t sure how much it will cost per tree? How many trees do 

you need for this project? A: We have identified 20 locations that we think urban forestry will definitely permit. 

Ian: With the fiscal sponsorship, is there any sort of admin cost or sponsorship fee? A: All of this grant money will be used 

for planting the trees. 

Ian: I am very supportive of planting native trees, the initial cost is a bit high. 

Aaron: April said that we can reallocate funding from other groups into the NPG bucket, we are not limited to the amount 

in the budget right now. 

Jakob: I support this. 

Jakob/Steve move to amend to support in the amount of $4,296 

 

Name Yes No Abstain Absent Recused Ineligible 

Delaram Ahmadyveasi x      



 

 

Ian Blue   x    

Derl Clausen x      

Steven Hedge X      

Carolyn Honda    x   

Greg Kopelow   x    

Emily Lin x      

Andrew Marton x      

Jakob Meuser X      

Steve Paddock x      

April Peterson    x   

Deborah Poppink x      

Jennifer Rafeedie x      

Charlene Samiley    x   

Spencer Reisner    x   

Aaron Vanek x      

Total 10 0 2 4 0 0 

Passes 10-0-2-4 

 

Name Yes No Abstain Absent Recused Ineligible 

Delaram Ahmadyveasi x      

Ian Blue x      

Derl Clausen x      

Steven Hedge X      

Carolyn Honda    x   

Greg Kopelow x      

Emily Lin x      

Andrew Marton x      

Jakob Meuser X      

Steve Paddock x      

April Peterson    x   

Deborah Poppink x      

Jennifer Rafeedie x      

Charlene Samiley    x   



 

 

Spencer Reisner    x   

Aaron Vanek x      

Total 12 0 0 4 0 0 

Passes 12-0-0-4 

 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT  Andrew/Greg move to adjourn at 7:24 PM 

 Agenda - Board of Directors Page  2  of 4  

 Public  Input  at  Neighborhood  Council  Meetings  –  Comments  from  the  public  on  agenda  items  will  be  

heard  only  when  the  respective  item  is  being  considered.  Comments  from  the  public  on  other  matters  not  

appearing  on  the  agenda  that  are  within  the  Board’s  jurisdiction  will  be  heard  during  the  Public  Comments  

for  Items  NOT  on  This  Agenda  period.  Please  note  that  under  the  Brown  Act,  the  Board  is  prevented  from  

acting  on  a  matter  that  you  bring  to  its  attention  during  this  period;  however,  the  issue  raised  by  a  member  

of  the  public  may  become  the  subject  of  a  future  Board  meeting.  Public  comment  is  limited  to  3  minutes  

per  speaker,  unless  adjusted  by  the  presiding officer of the Board. Use the Zoom Link and phone numbers listed 

at the top of this agenda.  

 As  a  covered  entity  under  Title  II  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act,  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  does  not  

discriminate  on  the  basis  of  disability  and  upon  request  will  provide  reasonable  accommodation  to  ensure  

equal  access  to  its  programs,  services,  and  activities.  Sign  language  interpreters,  assistive  listening  devices,  

or  other  auxiliary  aids  and/or  services  may  be  provided  upon  request.  To  ensure  availability  of  services,  

please  make  your  request  at  least  3  business  days  (72  hours)  prior  to  the  meeting  by  contacting  the  

Department  of  Neighborhood  Empowerment by calling (213) 978-1551 or email:  NCsupport@lacity.org  

 Public Posting of Agendas -  

 Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review as follows:  

● Mar Vista Recreation Center:  11430 Woodbine St, Los  Angeles, CA 90066  
● MarVista.org  
● You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s  Early Notification  

 System  (ENS)  

 Notice to Paid Representatives -  

 If  you  are  compensated  to  monitor,  attend,  or  speak  at  this  meeting,  City  law  may  require  you  to  register  

as  a  lobbyist  and  report  your  activity.  See  Los  Angeles  Municipal  Code  Section  48.01  et  seq.  More  

information  is  available  at  ethics.lacity.org/lobbying.  For  assistance,  please  contact  the  Ethics  Commission  

at  (213)  978-1960  or  ethics.commission@lacity.org  

 Public Access of Records -  

 In  compliance  with  Government  Code  section  54957.5,  non-exempt  writings  that  are  distributed  to  a  

majority  or  all  of  the  board  in  advance  of  a  meeting  may  be  viewed  at  our  website,  MarVista.org ,  or  at  
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the  scheduled  meeting.  In  addition,  if  you  would  like  a  copy  of  any  record  related  to  an  item  on  the  

agenda,  they  may  be  downloaded from our website; visit  MarVista.org >  Council > Board .  

 Reconsideration and Grievance Process -  

 For  information  on  MVCC’s  process  for  board  action  reconsideration,  stakeholder  grievance  policy,  or  

any  other  procedural  matters  related  to  this  Council,  please  consult  the  MVCC  Bylaws.  The  Bylaws  are  

available  at  our  Board meetings and our website, MarVista.org.  

 Servicios de Traducción  -  

 Si  requiere  servicios  de  traducción,  favor  de  avisar  al  Concejo  Vecinal  3  días  de  trabajo  (72  horas)  antes  

del  evento. Por favor contacte a chair@marvista.org para avisar al Concejo Vecinal.  
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