MAR VISTA HISTORY

From farmland and Victorian architecture to farmers’ markets
and public art, the neighborhood of Mar Vista has transformed
dramatically over the past 120+ years. This charming, laid-back
community is now home to eclectic restaurants, independent
shops, historic homes, and much more. Enjoy your exploration of
Mar Vista’s noteworthy art, architecture, and historical spots that
make Mar Vista a wonderful place to visit and live.

TIMELINE

Starting 3,500 years ago, the Indigenous Tongva people lived in
the Los Angeles Basin. The village of Saangna (Saan) was located
by the river near Playa del Rey and Marina del Rey.

184 The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo formally
ended the Mexican—American War and California
falls under U.S. control.

The area we now know as Mar Vista was the center of
avast Mexican land grant named Rancho La Ballona.

].8 5 O California becomes the 31st state of the Union.

19 0 Los Angeles Pacific Railroad builds a line down the
middle of what will become Venice Blvd. (for a time

known as Electric Ave.), connecting downtown Los Angeles to the

sea at Ocean Park. One stop along the route, known as the Venice
Short Line, is located near modern-day Centinela Ave. and Venice

Blvd.

19 O Ocean Park Heights became the first neighborhood
near Venice/Centinela, featuring 196 acres of former

farmland (mostly lima beans or celery) that are subdivided for

homes. The subdivision was named after the resort community of

Ocean Park just south of Santa Monica.
1 9 1 Some community members vote to incorporate the
area into a city, but the effort fails after a majority

votes against the idea.
19 2 A Chamber of Commerce was formed by local
businessmen following the community’s decision to
establish a regional post office. Since Ocean Park had its own post
office, it became evident that Ocean Park Heights needed to be
renamed to avoid any confusion between the communities. Juanita
Romero, a pioneer resident of Ocean Park Heights, proposed Mar
Vista (which translates to “ocean view”). The name was derived
from a new subdivision located two blocks west of the Chamber’s
headquarters, called Mar Vista Park.

Continued »»

TIMELINE continued

1 9 2 The
community

of Mar Vista voted to

be annexed to the city

of Los Angeles in 1926,

the 70th community

to do so, but it wasn't

formalized until the

following year.

192 7 After Mar Vista is annexed to Los Angeles, the city
takes over the county-operated library branch at

12117 Venice Blvd.

194 The city of Los Angeles installs one of the first traffic
signals in Mar Vista at what the newspaper the

Venice Vanguard called “the dangerous intersection of Venice and

Grand View."

194

Architect Gregory Ain designs the Mar Vista Tract,
consisting of 52 single-story homes featuring
modern design with open floor plans
and free-flowing landscaping.
1 95 The famous Red Car
trolleys make their last
journey down Venice Boulevard on
September 18, following the Pacific
Electric Company’s decision to replace
rail service on the Venice Short Line with “motor coaches”.
195 Venice Blvd. becomes a divided four-lane highway
with two lanes on each side, running east and west.
Previously, both sides of the railway had traffic running in both
directions. The former railway is converted into parking spaces.
2 00 A new, 12,500-square-foot Mar Vista Library
Branch opens with more than double the space
of the former library to accommodate more books, people, and

computers.

2 O 0 The Mar Vista Community Council votes to create the
Mar Vista Farmer’s Market, an initiative developed by

community members and local business owners. The market has

since grown into one of L.A.'s most beloved and features dozens of

farms and food vendors, plus DJs, live music, and more.

2 O 1 Mar Vista is selected as one of the first Great Streets
projects, an initiative that adds protected hike

lanes, new and enhanced pedestrian crosswalks, community art
installations, and other improvements along Venice Blvd.

Los Angeles-
Culver City-Venice
MOTOR COACH SERVICE

SUNDAY, SEPT. 17, 1950

MAR VISTA

SELF-GUIDED TOUR #1

ART ON VENICE BOULEVARD
August 2026

BEFORE EXPLORING

Prepare for your tour with sunscreen, proper
footwear, water, and friends with four legs
or two. Enjoy a snack along the way. Do not
disturb tenants nor violate private property.
Be mindful of your surroundings. This tour

is approximately 1.2 miles and takes about
one hour if starting and ending at #1. The

@ symbol is for Instagram contact.

MAR VISTA
COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Find us at
WEBSITE: MARVISTA.ORG
EMAIL: BOARD@MARVISTA.ORG

MAR VISTA COMMUNITY COUNCIL
EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE COMMITTEE

Aaron Vanek, Chair Yulie Mack, Research
Denorah Poppink, Vice-Chair Kirsten Hageleit, Layout &
Emily Lin, 2nd Chair Design

Leonardo Longo, Member

Thank you and sources:

Danny Jensen, Los Angeles City Historical Society; Lenore French,
TransformationArts.org; Carole M. Kealoha, Los Angeles Public
Library; www.tongvapeople.org

The City of Los Angeles and the Mar Vista Community Council
assumes no liability for using the information contained herein. Use
at your own risk.
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