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Mar Vista residents are increasingly replacing lawns with xeriscape landscaping and toting reusable bags on shopping trips.

Local Farmers’ Market

sets sustainable goals

TheM arV HaFam es’M aket Bdelphied ©
welom enew board m em ber Andrev Basn ajen,
who Bthe outieach coordinaior orthe C ity of
SentaM onias0 fie ofSusiainability and the
Enviionm ent. And thetin ing coulb notbem ore
perfectbecause the board hassveralgreaning ni-
tEthesundaway, and there arem ore plnned r
team ingyears.

Fam ers’M arketsare sidainab e by defihitibn,
butthere aealvaysroon r im provem ents. The
bascm Esbn, beyond bringing baal produce and
prepared Hods o your com m unity, them arkethas
in pactson our bcal Ind, arand water resources.
H ow them arketm ovesorward © addressthese
im pactsare ofpartiu b nterest o the board and
tecomm unity. Forean pE, there Bam ove afoot
© hsallebctricity am nak Hrvendors requiring
power, elin ihating the nesd r rem ote generaiors.
T here are proviebnsbeing m ade ra saveraoess
© edly dsharge wash water, etc_, from od ven-
dorsrequiring such healih proviEbNS.

U lan aiely, n parnership w ith G oSolrM ar
VBRA comm unity efbrtdesioned © ed the

See MARKET, page 6

Let’s Go Green Mar Vista!

Environmental awareness

is on the rise in Mar Vista

The MVCC is looking forward to an
informative and tasty Stakeholders Meeting
on Oct. 14, hosted by the Mar Vista Green
Committee. Being Green is not just for hip-
pies and Kermit the Frog anymore. With the
very real threats of climate change, dwindling
water supplies, and toxic air and soil, main-
stream America is actively seeking viable solu-
tions.

Come at 6:30 PM and visit the Sustainable
Living Q&A Tables. Get information on
many aspects of sustainable living: compost-
ing, solar power, green construction, home
energy evaluation, organic gardening for
homes and apartments, and cycling for fun
and energy conservation.

Speakers begin at 7 PM and will include
City of Los Angeles Public Works commis-
sioner Paula Daniels, an innovative leader and

See GREEN, page 4

Quarterly Stakeholder Meeting

Go Green Mar Vista! Sustainable living &
environmental information to live a greener life

When: Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2008
Time: 6:30 PM Sustainable Living Q&A Tables
7 PM Speakers
Where: Mar Vista Rec Center Auditorium
Mar Vista 11430 Woodbine St.

Green Committee

Mar Vista Community Council

Bring your old batteries to recycle!

Residents’ meter spins backward after solar panel installation

Solar panels atop Mar Vista roof reduce daily energy costs.

W eareprobebly on thehiph sleof  wasthe in portentfistsiep and once

anegy usge.Both ofuswork from
hom e offitssand we hae 19 yearol
t insstll B/ing athom e.Betwean S
aom putars, badsofwash and hom e
averainm ent, thatequales © ebctri-
caluse thiroughoutm ostofa 24 hour
day — allday or the tvo ofuswork-
ing flon ham eand then well N the
wee hoursofthem omingw ith the
Bnaenchtov B.W eknev wehad
1 ke actibn 1© converto ckn
eneryy.

Foryearswe stuggled w ith the
deciEbn ofwhether © nsellolr
panek. ltsean ed 1o costly and the
procssssean ed ovarwheln ing.H ow
do you evaliate a srvice thatyou
know nothing about?N etvorking

weHund acontectthathad usd an
instalierthe restEllino phce.

Cost: O ur nsallerworked dilDent
I/ © detem newhatpositiboning
woubl gie usthe bestutilization as
wellasthehithetDW P reoate. |
think tharewarem ore hourspenton
ealiatbn and plnning than on the
actual nsalEtbn 'H e handEd every-
ting © ssue the ibake—wedd
nothae© by itoutand siugE ©
reover IEW eonly pad the netcost.

Appearance: lwasEarilthat it
woub beallyou woulbl s=. In £ct,
tey eanttbe s flom the fiontatall
and you hae o m akean eforto

See SOLAR, page 6
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Mar Vista Community Council Zone Map:

What's your zone?

There are six MVCC Zones,
each having a director who sits
on the MVCC Board. Please
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contact the director for your
zone with your thoughts, com-
ments and concerns. The
MVCC boundaries are, roughly,
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from Walgrove on the west to
Overland on the east, and
from Washington Place on the
south to the Santa Monica
Freeway on the north.

Mar Vista’s “Grand Stairway” is getting a makeover

Thesaiway © teM arV EREbn entary
School, tudked i betvean Ihglkevood B bd.and
G avilk A, srvesasa fieh-alrand hepan-
sSeway © earcke, asthe pathway 1 shoolr
m any chillren and therrparents, and agetto-
know-you venue Hrsom e ofthe Bkswho eer-
ceeatthe sm e tin eduring thewek. Thedgs
are partofournethborhoodShHory: builtat
aboutthe ssm e tin easm uch ofMl ar'V B, dur-
ing thegrovth erarchtaflerW ortd W ar Il

M anym omings, Rewakead 1 the Seps, begun
my desent, and counted —down and up. h e
you dontieel ke counting yourelf, there are 97
ofthen . Down,and up-0 n the dgps, I grest
m any ofthe “requs’” PeopEm estand tak and
eack. Thedarway can bea itk ovn suae.

0 n ackarday,you can ss2LosAngeksand the
m ountainsbeyond. e Dentifid m any kindsof
pkntsand sseralvaretesofbirds. The cbseup
VBN, hovever, B1t pretly. The gremery sur-
viveshy eerw ill— only the nflrequentrains
haehebed kBe. Thaeaeded Baesand
pntson both sesofthe sarsand on the Sgps

ten =les. Thedrainage guleyson elther se of
the darway were, until reantly, com pEEely
cbgged w ith debrisand garbege. There are beer
cansand bottles, soda bottles, papertrash and
(Yesh ahypodem ©nesde-boking thing in plin
view . Som e graffiti hasbean painted over; other
graffiti Bdill there. The Sepsare dhipping- And
they are finked by super-nstittibnal chain Ink
ncihg on eltherse.

M VCC hasagresd 10 goonsoran gopication or
a$10 P00 matchihg grantfiom thecity ©
beautify the stairway, and haspldged $250 0
towad them alch. TheM arV HaN ehborhood
Assocatbn haspldgad another$50 0 - Ivehad
extrem ely positie reponse fion M arV Ha deke-
hobers, ncLiding apkdge of$10 0 toward
pkntsHr bndssping,$50 0 ofm y personal
m oney, n U of phihgagym ,and food and
tin e. | nvieallofyou © pinhme h hBprofct
10 clen and beautaly anephborhood ndm ark.
C all 310-636-0126 orean aillbubbyesy@ aolaom .

Roseann Herman

MVNA Board Secretary

Zone 3 Report

Westdale Block Party: W estdale Bhobling s
annualbbdk party Saturday,0 ct. 12 fiom 1 ©5
PM on the 3100 Bbdk of Coolige. Com e pin

e YOurneghborsor

afun afiemoon.
| Hilltop
|| Aftershock: Onthe
| momingofN ov.
.| 13, eCityoflLos
| AngebsBgoing ©
e | engece N acily-
w Deearthquake
drill. Thatniht,
flon 63008

PM ,theH illiop

N ephbors
Asocatbn w ill
hosttheH illliop Aflershodk attheN orth Venie
Littk Leegue FEH.COm € pih usran eaning
ofeperts, NOim atbn,and conm unity. W ew ill
ako open up the container ofien exgency sUppliEs
@d you eken know we had one?)and you can
Eam both eboutw hatyourcom m unity can do
Hryou h an en eigency and whatyou can do or
Youraom m uniy.

Hilltop Block Captain Search: H iliop Brevi-
tliring isbbdk cgptain program and s boking
Hrm orebbdk cgptains. Hyou woul bew ilihg
1 e asabbdk gptain Hryourbbd, plese
em allK ale Anderon@ m arvHaoIg.-

Help Fix the Stairs by Mar Vista Elementary:
Thanks 0 the hard work ofRossenn Hem an,we
are getting reedy © clen (really clken) and rgpar
tedaisbetven M arV HaE bn entary and
ingkvood Boukbvard . W e nexd asm eny volin-
Brsaswecn get. ifyou are nteresied in heb-
ing, plese an allR ossenn atbubbyesy@ sollaom -

Zone 3 Blog: 1madethe jm p o thenew
Bhnalageand hae sared abbg. bihmein
oargpace atwww m vaczone3 bibggpotaon - You
an substribe © getregu Brupdatesand alko post
yourown comm ens. Kate Anderson

Zone 3 Director

Kate Anderson
Zone 3 Director

Mar Vista Community Council
Agendas and minutes are posted on-line at www.marvista.org

Rob Kadota « Community Director ¢& Chair - rob@marvista.org

Christopher McKinnon
Zone 5 Director & Treasurer
chrispm@marvista.org

Babak Nahid
Zone 1 Director
babak@marvista.org

Bill Koontz

Zone 2 Director
billk@marvista.org

Kate Anderson
Zone 3 Director
kate.anderson@marvista.org

Stephen Boskin
Zone 4 Director
boskin@marvista.org

Marilyn Marble
Zone 6 Director

Ken Alpern
Director-at-Large

mfmarble@marvista.org

alpern@marvista.org

Laura Bodensteiner
Director-at-Large ¢ Secretary
laura@marvista.org

Sharon Commins
Director-at-Large & Second Vice Chair

smcommins@marvista.org
Bob Fitzpatrick
Director-at-Large
bobf@marvista.org

Albert Olson

Director-at-Large & First Vice Chair
albert@marvista.org

William L. Scheding
Director-at-Large
wls@marvista.org

Mar Vista Community News

A publication of the Mar Vista
Community Council

Editor: Laura Bodensteiner

The articles contained here in
are the opinions of the writer only, and do
not necessarily express an official opinion of
the Mar Vista Community Council.
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Zone 5 Report

A group of approximately 50 South Oval
and Adantic Avenue neighbors gathered on
Marcasel Avenue in Culver City at the border
with Los
Angeles on a
recent
Saturday
morning.
Organized by
a neighbor,
with help
from the
South Mar
Vista
Neighborhood

Christopher McKinnon Association,
the purpose of

Zone 5 Director .
the meeting

was to disseminate information and to gather
input on the proposed 3-story, 54,311 square
foot building that spreads over three lots
between Marcasel and the EconoLodge on
Washington Place in Culver City. The devel-
oper earlier had presented plans to build a
four-story building to the PLUM committees
of both Del Rey Neighborhood Council and
Mar Vista Community Council. Neighbor
input may have influenced the developer’s
decision to downsize the height but both
plans have included encroaching past the side-
walk and halfway into Marcasel Avenue (mak-
ing it one way Southbound) with Culver City
planning’s apparent blessing. Los Angeles and
Culver City neighbors’ concerns include visu-
al blight due to massive size and possible cut
through traffic, and employee and customer
parking problems on Marcasel and East
Boulevard. A large majority of those present
took a straw vote approving a possible solu-

tion by blocking off in some manner both
East Boulevard and Marcasel Avenue. This
would make it necessary for residents to travel
north in order to exit the neighborhood to
the South but would provide a barrier to cut
through traffic. Restricting outside parking in
the neighborhood would possibly require per-
mit parking. There was a vocal minority
objecting to both solutions. Input on the
height, size and footprint of the building will
have to be given at upcoming Culver City
planning meetings.

Neighbors on East Boulevard and
McLaughlin Avenue have been working long
and hard on gating a problem north-south
alley. They recently received notice that their
waiver of permit fees has been approved at
City Council and signed by the mayor.
Unlike in the past when alley closures were
funded by City funds, currently neighbors
desiring gates must fund it themselves. These
neighbors have raised the thousands of dollars
necessary for design, build and installation.
Through persistence and working closely with
Councilman Rosendahl and his staff, they
have achieved an important breakthrough
with Dept. of Building and Safety.

The North and South Oval neighbors are
working on a possible assessment district to
repair their crumbling 1920’ era curbs on
North Park, South Park, Pacific Ave,
Marcasel and East Boulevards. Although the
streets have been placed on the 2008-2009
fiscal year calendar for street reconstruction,
the Bureau of Street Services has informed the
neighbors at a community meeting that they
can'’t proceed with reconstruction until the
curbs with concrete gutter is replaced.
Unknown by neighbors until recently, the
curbs are the financial responsibility of the

See ZONE 5, page 6

Zone 6 Report

Sincemy ekction on ine 21, 1hae
kamed m ore eboutM arV Ha than in the pre-
vbus12 years. |
know itagreat
neighborhood
and until reoent-
Iy the bestkept
saetin our
praw ing city. |
have bng tam
caring nephbors,
whith giesa
snxe of sty
and tust. Letus
nottke thexe
oom Prisor

Marilyn Marble
Zone 6 Director

granted.
I havrem etoH friendsand nebhborsat the

M arV BHaM arketon Sundays.H ae you bemn
there yet?T here are greatom ekts, justacoss
fiom ourbooth and wonderful fiesh fruitsand
vegeteb ks
M y concemsare Pr the restientsofM ar
V Ha, and especillly Zone 6.W eareworking
w ith the neiphborhoods © have yourvoioe
heard by our counciln an, and the persons
thatm ke decEDNs thataflect our quality of
ie.W eare hvobed n restricting zone
dhanges, arportnoie and autthrough taffic.
Through our channels,we have bean heard. |
gophud the snseofcomm unity n M arV Bla.
1 bok ©orward 10 working w iith you in kegping
thisourcom m unity. lFyou have Euesyou are
oonaemed about, Bk 1 m e orone ofthe
M VCC regpresantativesor callm e at310-313-
7280.
Marilyn Marble
Zone 6 Director

Animal Welfare Events

around Mar Vista

Oct.1

Grace period ends for the Spay/Neuter
Ordinance for Los Angeles.

Requires all dogs and cats over 4 months old to be
spayed/neutered unless a license to breed is

applied for through LAAS.
Oct.4&5

The Lange Foundation Estate Sale
11870 Santa Monica Blvd.

10 AM to 4 PM

They are still taking donations of items to sell!
310-472-7727

www.langefoundation.com

Oct. 11

Adoption event & Costume Parade
Featuring dogs and cats from the WLA Animal
Shelter and other Animal Rescue organizations
Culver City Media Park

9070 Venice Blvd., Culver City

10 AM to 3 PM

Oct. 12

Best Friends Super Adoption Event

& Strut Your Mutt at La Brea Tar Pits
All the shelters and rescues in LA will be there!
5801 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles

10 AM to 4 PM

www.strutyourmuttla.com

Oct. 19

WLA Farmers Market Adoption Event
& Costume Parade!

Featuring dogs from the WLA animal Shelter
11360 Santa Monica Blvd., West Los Angeles
10 AM to 2 PM

Oct. 25

Spay Day LA

Spay/neuter clinic, vendor booths, a special
adoption event, free lunch and KIIS FM
will be there playing music.

West Los Angeles Animal Services

11361 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles

9 AM to 4 PM

www.spaydayla.com

Nov. 23 & Dec. 28

Look for LAAS adoptions at Kirby’s Pet Depot
right next to the Mar Vista Farmers Market!
12112 Venice Blvd, Los Angeles

10 AM to 2 PM

For info on available animals for adoption visit
www.laanimalservices.com &
www.doggiematchmaker.blogspot.com
Lola McKnight
Director of Animal Welfare, Mar Vista
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Richland Avenue School on therise

R thind Avenue School sBagan ofapublic

shoolnestid h aquietnehborhood NW estLos

Angeks. R thind Basthoolon the riss;w ith

ihaessng paental nvoben ent, sudentsfiom the
nephborhood atiending the shool, and et sores

that haeesd by 45 pointsthispastyearabne.
Theaim ogphere BEfriEendly and webom ing.

R thind Buniue, in that kservessudentsin
gradesprek through 6th grede. Theadm nstra-

tetrure. TheW onderofReading L brary ofiers
cilren acom Preb ke oace © dhedk outand
enpy books, and abrand nev m obile com puter Eb
Busad by m any ofthe teachars in theirclbsaoom s.
0 ne ofthe shooBbestkeptssaets E itshearly
oneaae btofbnd, TheR thind Leaning
Gaden. Itbamalworking gaden thatteachers
use © 3ippEn entauroullm - N otm any shook
cn offersuch a lge pace where chilblien can s

tbn and daffae and beapartof
comm itied © grow ing fuis
providing stu- and vegeteb s
dentsw ith an Theshoolhas
eceintaduca Pphadwith

tion, and aeating U rhan Fam ing,
an envilonm ent an orgen izt
Prthe shool tatfihdsgremn
thatprom okesa ae h urban
srong snseof aessOram ing.
aom m unily and U rben Fam g3
pride. Thest- goal B0 elin i
dentpopultibn nate hunger n
represntsabroad teUnied Stekes
range ofaulures through am ing
and badgrounds, h urban gaces.
w ith all bebkof : o ’ 10% ofallhar-
aoility, fion pe- RICHLAND AVENUE SCHOOL SCARE FAIR veslsare donated
celnexdss- & HAUNTED HOUSE 0 thell estside
dentswho atiend Food Bank.
specilday chess, Date: Saturday, October 25, 2008 TheSTAR
meany c_rfwhcm Time: 12 PM - 3 PM Scare Fair afer 3_1’100|p'0‘
aem anstiean ed, 12 PM - 5 PM Haunted House gren Bieebr
;‘gzﬁfvmhgvg; Where: Richland Avenue School ;;ggfg
Lenmers, St 11562 Richland Ave. STAR offxs
dems_wgo %ant:;' Additional Haunted House Hours enrchm m&
e io Oct. 29-30: 5 PM - 8 PM by
Enrichm entpro- Oct. 315PM - 9 PM Theactie
gan GATE) Boogerclib

Suppen entallprogram sebound atR thind.
Studentsreehe m ustc educatibn every wek,as
wellasparticipating n an ArtsPirototype progran
where sudentsieeie hdiructdn in thegter, fine
arts,and dance. N ev © the shoolthByearae
weskly physal education cesssstaughtthiough
theFbacke progran - The shoolhasa lige

phy~yad w ih three brand nev plyground struc-
tures,w iih m any m ore im proven entsplnned or

gonrsevents throughoutthe shoolyearw it
the goakofbringing together thewhole shool
aom m unity and nephborhood 1 prom ote sthool
Pt

Feelfree 0 visltR thind and atiend any ofthe
R thind esents© dBDveragreat ittEW et Side
School

Kami Turrou

Richland Avenue Booster Club

GREEN from page 1

founder of the Green Streets Committee.
How is a “green street” kinder to the environ-
ment than traditional streets? Come to the
meeting and get the whole story. James
Brennan will be enlightening us about
GoSolar Mar Vista and the benefits of work-
ing as a community to make solar energy sub-
sidies available via the California Solar
Inidative. Can Mar Vista meet the challenge
0f 100% clean electricity? Hear the facts and
decide for yourself. In addition, there will be a
trash sorting demonstration to finally learn
what you can (and can’t) put in your Blue Bin.
We'll also hear from the Mar Vista Farmers’
Market about how the market is becoming
even more sustainable.

No one will leave

empty handed. The

Green Committee
will be handing out
compact, fold away,

Mar Vista

Green Committee

Mar Vista Community Council

reusable shopping
bags to all meeting
attendees. These are
a must have —a
way to be ensure
you will always
have a reusable bag on hand no matter where
you are shopping. Plastic bags don’t biode-
grade, they photodegrade — breaking down
into smaller and smaller toxic bits contaminat-
ing soil and waterways and entering the food
web which animals accidentally ingest. For
more startling facts, visit www.reusablebags.
com/facts.php
In addition to these cleverly designed bags,
you may win the raffle, and go home with a
basket full of fresh produce from the Mar
Vista Farmers” Market or a Hook & Go high-
ly compact rolling grocery bag cart, also donat-
ed by the Mar Vista Farmers’ Market.
Refreshments will highlight items from the
Mar Vista Farmers’ Market. Find out why
L.A. Zine said “this market is fulfilling its
duty to the community, and doing so in an
inviting way.” Bring your neighbors, friends
and family to this great event. See you there!
Jeanne Kuntz
Vice Chair,
Mar Vista Green Committee
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Education, Arts and Culture
Committee seeks Members

Committee members. We are engaged in a
strategic planning process and would like you
to be a part of it. Help us figure out how to

The Education, Arts and Culture Committee
has just started again and we’re looking for new

better support our schools and the kids they
serve. Help us figure out how we can better
bring the many Mar Vista artists and art lovers
together to improve the arts and culture in the
community.

Visit our website: sites.google.com/a/marvista.
org/education-arts-and-culture-committee/Home
or email either of the co-chairs, Babak Nahid at

You can help our schools, arts and culture in Mar Vista

babak@marvista.org or Kate Anderson at
kate.anderson@marvista.org to find out more
about who we are and what we are doing.

Or just come join us — check out the web-
page for our next meeting date and time.

Kate Anderson
Education, Arts and Culture Co-Chair

Walgrove Elementary celebrates improvements

M arV Ha paentsare buzzing this ll sbout
whatsnewv atW albrove Avanue E n entary.
The schoolsdynan £ nev principal, nflix of
nev sudents, and renm odeld Ecillities, abng
w ith continued expansibn ofprogran sthat
addressa range of lbkaming Sy ks, are attracting
aonsdersb ke atiention 1© the nethborhood
shool

Principal A riene Fortier, who ook the heln
atW abrove in August, Benthusestic sboutthe
shooBspotental. “Thiscom m unity5visbn

Am brosewasthe suibjpctofan intim ate doau-
m entary filn ,Bbod and W ater,which was
soemal by cand Eliohto p offtheevent

0 n ne4,W abrove hel a dedication cere-
m ony  com m em orake the revilalized canter
oourtyad and renan ethe area “Jy5G adar” n
honorof bcal ceborated Endscepe archiiect,
Jy G niffith. W orking pro-bono, G riffith
designad the renovation © com plen entthe
exEting m o-entury achiecture, acoenting it
w ith ndscgping and bendhes. Localm uralists,

around m ultip ke intelipences, co-constiuc-
tiven ,an teaching and the use ofaw de
range ofm aterials © supportacaden cand
socelgrov th thatteecharsatW abrove begen n
2005, Ecilitaied by £Ibyv educator, Robn
Hem ann.

Another ran atkebE program atWW abrove B
the Shakegpeare C Lib, Ed by veteran acting and
diebgue aoach ,M elRyane. W orking oneday a
wesk after shool, students in the Shakepeare
C b sudy, prepare and pressntapublic per-

Prikzlifvas© E 3 om ance ofa
grow thesthool, [ : work by W iliem
and I boking Shakepeare.

P bean active “Twelfih N ph®’
partofthat]” e Bon thedodket
rem arked , noting thsyear, and
thatone ofher reantrium phs
fasttesksupon inclide ‘A
armvalwas o M Osmmer
hire additional N DhtsD rean )’
teedhars© = ‘Han Bt and
aooom m odate | “Romeoand
tesvellof JEL’ Ryanes
haeessd enoll- [ eparencs
ment ‘W ehae diecting the
atibhtd $aff,a Shakespeare C Lb
m otivatled , sup- arem an orielizd
porthe conm u- in herupaom ing
nity,and my goal book rekese, kb
BO s ThereK ENg?
W abrove becom e @ hatTenK ds
aCalibmie Giant colorful maps and a compass rose on the asphalt surface of the courtyard area bring a greater TaughtM eThat
D singuehad sense of the world to the heart of Walgrove’'s campus. H ollwood
SchoolZ” Forter Coubnd).

addits the Tullanay ofenrichm entopportuni-
tiesatW abrove, ncliding the raisd bed agri-
ailuralgadens, STAR after sshool program
and PS Artsand M usic, orhebing © fosera
welHounded educatibn that Batiracting bcal
fn ilEs. “StudentsatW abrove geta varety of
handson experience and educatibnal opportu-
nitesthatalbw then 1o devebp their aeativity
and a bve ©r Eaning thatshoud hebp then
bem ore sucoessKil acadan ally”’

Thisyear, W abrove cebbratad the debutsof
o beautifilly renovated cam pus Ecillities.
Benetctor D r.Anton Am brose bd am oving
ribbon autting ceran ony on Sept. 19 that
unveild the O rintha Am brose Center ofthe
Perfoim ing Arts, bcated nseW abjroves
newv Iy rem odeled audiorium . T he Ecillity,
whith Bequippaed w ith stake of the artsound
and Iiohting echnolbgy, Bdedicated © the
m em ory of D r.Am brose” daughter, abebved
W abrove m usic teacherwho was tregically
killd n the 2004 SriLankan ®Inam L M s

Sally N thokon and JyeM oscarelb, Ed a
tan ofwolintears pantgentoobriulm gos
and aaom passiose on the agphaltsurce ofthe
oourtyard area, bringing a greater ssmse ofthe
worll 1 the heartofthe can pus. In honorof
the oocasbn, the courtyard tresswere hung

w ith sparkling beeded subturesand hand-
painted sik diksaeatad by studentsofall ages
through W abrovesStud b Program .

TheStudb Program  iBaunipue offering that

anabksW abrove students o contribute ae-
atiely 10 can pusbeautification propctsunder
the directibn of Studb teacher, Rebeoa
Campenter.‘Usng chibiendwork n thsway
strengthens their connection © therr bkaming
enviionm entand m akestherwork vieEbE ©
the com m unity around them ,” eplins
Campenter. ‘“Additionally, thiswork supports
cognitive, m otorand soceldevebpm ent,which
oontributes© ouracaden cgrovth aswell””
Now i isssoond year, the Studib Room Ba
key agpectofiV abroveseqbratibn of Dess

AsW abrove Schoolentersanen eraofrieing
achievan ent, Principal Forter attributesa great
deal ofWW abroves naeesing popu ity © the
aomm iim entand efiectvenessofthe shools
paent kedarship. “The FrindsofW abrove B
critial © W abrovesgrow th, providing the
kind ofsupporthHreducatinal opportunities
n theartsand envielonm ental cENGss N ways
thatare pstnotavaikbk atotherD Hrict
shook?” Booser clb PrestientL e H aee
adnow Edges the snagHc eforisofparents,
teachars, studentsand the neiphborhood ©
anegie the shool. “Yourviebn Bpossbk;”’

H cee refictsgraiefully, “vhen you hae the
supportofyouracom m unity © m ake km ani-
£t

Those nteresied N m ore nom ation m ay
reer © the shoolwebsite atwww frindsofval-
grovean orcllthe FriendsofW abrove
H otline at 310-450-1740.

Laurie Hansen

Walgrove Elementary Parent

fyou are neresied N publEhing an articke aboutyourM arV Bla shool, em allLaura Bodengener at burad m avela.org




6 Mar Vista Community News

MARKET from page 1

adoptibn of restlencssand bushessesin M arV Ha o ue
clen enargy fion the Sun, G oSolr ncludes the objc-
tie ofinstaling roofiop W H-iantennae on hom esand
bushesssthroughoutthe con m unily. Leam m ore
about itatopenm arvEanet.

H owvever,m any ofthose thingsare behind the somes.
0 nethatm ay bem ore noticeeb E 1 the pationsofthe
m arket Bthe Dea of requiring a 1950 sty food pack-
aging-wax paper, Hill, chipboard and/orpgperare all
products that decom pose quikly and/6rare recycEb E.
Theultim ake dea B gredually ntroduce 1ood wase
regycling, orcom posting. Eventually, itkcoul in the not
oo deentEriure that the m arketwou H notgenerate
any waske thatwashtbibdegradabe. O urgoal 5o hae
allfood vendorscom plienthby Jnuary 1,2009.

TheM arV BaFam es’M arketalieedy hasan anange-
m entw ith O caen V iev Fam s—1the com m unity garden
nM arVBa.D g Leon —ourorange jiioe vendorand
his1ursons,D B30, Febin, D ankeland A, gracbudly
olictall im erand vendor grean waske and com post
each m arketday and delver it O ceen V BV Fam sr
aom posting.-

0 ne ofour biggestwonres s litler—pecifically pbstic
bagsthatbbwy around and can end up N oursiom
drain sden —which coul end up i the SsmtaM onica
Bay. M any U S.citiesare banning pksticbags. W ew ill
be boking into waysm inim iz bag dstribution and ©
encourage the use ofreussbE begs. I any eent, these
proviebnswoul plbeae them arketehead ofthe reguliD-
ry aune thatw il liely restrictd stribution ofthebagsin
teom ing yers.

W e encourage all ofyou who shop atthe am ers'm ar—
ket10 bring yourown bagsso we can begin autting badk
on plstic bagsbebrewe artthen outaliogether.

These are justsom e of the dessbeing putOwad.

V Eitusonine in the com ing m onths 1 see oursusain-
ebility initEtiespeld out. www m arviHafaim ersn ar-
ketorg.
Diana L. Rodgers
Mar Vista Farmers’ Market

SOLAR from page 1

notie then flom the badk yard.

Return: O urebctricity costwas reducd by 80% .For
the fist7 m onthsof2006 ourdaily asrecewas$517.
Ih 2008 ithasdropped © $1.04 and m ostofthat Bthe
DW Pm nimum charge © be hooked up © thergri.
Thataom putes svingsof$l 507 ayear— and the best
ussoe Bdtillahead ofusthirough O ciober-

H ow often do we ke a$16 000 deprecitibn on acar
overtvo or three yearsw ithoutever sseing aretum on 2
W e ook that$16 000 and put it ino brpanek nsesd
—w ith an mm ediete retum of$1 500 peryearand afull
pay badk in a itk over 10 years. And asebctitily rates
ontinue © riee,m ot lkely itw llbe even Bl

You eantim aginehow m uch €in it walch your
m eler in badwardsasyou are ganerating m ore elbectric-
ity than you us!

Scott & Sherri Littell
Mar Vista Residents

ZONE 5 from page 3

landowner. They have been struggling and
lobbying for several years to get their failed
streets repaired.

New business development in the Mar
Vista Town Center section of Venice
Boulevard is making slow but steady
progress. New owners of the art deco like
building at Grand View and Venice
Boulevard have cleaned up, painted and
added awnings to this highly visible corner
making the area very attractive. A new cafe
named the Curious Palate is renovating the
former taco restaurant near the Library at
12034 Venice Blvd. The two owners have
presented twice to the MVCC Plum com-
mittee for informational purposes includ-
ing a sample menu. They may be asking
for future support for possible variances
needed for bathroom requirements and
license to sell beer and wine. Their goal is
to open in October and apply later for any
additional licenses, however stakeholder
input is vital to this effort. A success here
could encourage more new gourmet food
businesses to consider downtown Mar
Vista. Immediately adjacent to the Library
a new two story steel structure is taking
shape. It is reported to be mixed use with
retail space on the ground floor and 4
rental living spaces on the second floor. A
new produce store named Top Tomato
appears to be opening soon in the old
Golden Lion wholesale hardware store at
3815 Grand View Blvd. across from the
Post Office.

There is a move by local businesses and
community organizations working with
Open Mar Vista to install more repeaters
and make Town Center a wi-fi hub. They
are currently investigating cost and
approvals from building owners to install
the small roof top antennas. Public sharing
of a segment of already installed private
broadband internet service is required but
the ad hoc group is confident of success by
the end of this year.

The Farmers’ Market appears to be
thriving and a great meeting place for con-
cerned citizens and board members who
check in at the MVCC booth. The future
wi-fi hub could be a boost to the Farmers’
Market vendors and customers as well as
boost MVCCs effort to go paperless with
its stakeholder surveys. The Farmers’ mar-
ket is working on a program to ban plastic
bag use.

An anti graffiti camera monitored by the
Pacific LAPD will be placed in the alley
just west off Grand View Blvd. There is
some debate whether it will face east
toward the Post Office or west towards

Centinela both plagued by graffiti and ille-
gal dumping. Mar Vista will be one of the
first neighborhoods on the westside to
have a graffiti camera installed. Thanks to
the work of South Mar Vista
Neighborhood Association, Pacific Station
of LAPD and Len Nguyen, Councilman
Rosendahl's Deputy for Mar Vista.

Zone 5 contains at least three public
facilities in need of landscaping assistance.
The US Post Office has never trimmed or
cared for their parking lot or parkway
trees. The Library, despite a Mayor’s Day
of Service project, still needs further work
to renovate the ground cover, weed and
trim plants, and to recheck the irrigation.
The new Fire Station #62 has completely
removed all the Bougainvillea vines and
plants along the Marcasel Blvd. side.
Neighbors are inquiring as to why
removed and replacement and irrigation
repair plans with the help of the
Councilman’s deputy and the MVCC
ROSE Committee.

The South Mar Vista Neighborhood
Association is working on plans with the
Captain at Fire Station #62 to have a
fundraising Pancake breakfast. Instead of
cash donation participants will be asked to
bring an unwrapped toy (no plush toys) as
a donation to Toys for Tots and the Pacific
LAPD toy drive for their Winter
Wonderland. Date to be announced but
probably early December on a first come
first served basis. The SoMar officers were
re-elected for another term at their July
meeting.

The two Venice Boulevard pilot median
plants and trees seem to be making excel-
lent progress despite the lack of rainfall.
The Venice Boulevard Streetscape
Improvement Association with the help of
local pre-eminent landscaping company
Katherine Spitz and Associates has created
a Master Plan for the “Greening of Venice
Boulevard.” KSA also had designed the
plantings at Fire Station #62.

Cell towers installed on the outside of an
apartment building at 3815 McLaughlin
Avenue at Venice Blvd. have created con-
cerns to apartment dwellers and neighbors.
The installation has been accused by apart-
ment residents to have been done without
proper notification. Although masked
with facades their concern is about haz-
ardous radio waves. Working with the
Councilman’s deputy the city departments
and T-mobile, more peak hour testing will
be done to determine if the signals are
within acceptable FCC limits.

Christopher McKinnon
Zone 5 Director
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Calendar of monthly events in Mar Vista

For more information about meeting times and locations, visit www.marvista.org

12 Noon, Farmers’
Market

Santa Monica College
Bundy Campus

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday |Saturday
Every Sunday First Tuesday First Wednesday
Mar Vista Richland Ave. Mar Vista
Farmers Market Elementary Booster | Neighborhood
8:30 AM - 2 PM Club 8:30 AM, Room | Association, 7 PM
22
. Santa Monica Airport
First S}mday . Neighborhood Traffic | Committee, 6 Pl\/?
Executive Committee M 7 PM . .
Meeting, Mar Vista S atagement, Mar Vista Library
anta Monica College
Farmers Market Bundy Campus
Every Sunday Second Monday Second Tuesday Second Wednesday  |Second Thursday
Mar Vista North Westdale MVCC Monthly Mar Vista Concept South Mar Vista
Farmers Market Neighborhood Board Meeting Plan Subcommittee, | Neighborhood
8:30 AM - 2 PM Association 7 PM, Mar Vista Park |7 PM Hurry Curry | Association, 6 PM
7 PM (NE corner of Mar Vista Library
Second Sunday St. Andrew’s Church |Friends of Beethoven |[Beethoven/Venice)
Green Committee Elem. School PTSA ) Venice H.S. PTSA
9:30 AM 6 PM Beethoven Mar Vista Elem. 7 PM, cafeteria
Parent Center School Student
Enrichment Group
Every Sunday Third Monday Third Tuesday Third Wednesday Third Thursday
Mar Vista MVCC Election and |[MVCC Urban Pacific Division Education, Arts &
Farmers Market Bylaws Committee Planning/ Land Use |Community Police Culture Committee
8:30 AM - 2 PM 7:30 PM Meeting, 6 PM Advisory Board 7 PM
Mar Vista Library Marina Beach Mariott |Mar Vista Historical
Mar Vista Recreation Society, 7PM
Park Advisory Board Ven-Mar
6:30 PM,' Ma.ll‘ Vista Neighborhood
Park Audicorium Association, 7PM
Every Sunday Fourth Tuesday Fourth Wednesday | Fourth Thursday
Mar Vista Farmers MVCC MVCC Outreach MVCC Safety &
Market 9 AM - 2 PM Transportation & Committee, 7 PM Security Meeting
Infrastructure 3547 Federal Ave 7 PM, Coffee
Fourth Sunday Committee, 7 PM Connection
ROSE Committee

Winter Wonderland Toy Drive

Theanual LAPD PecificD wvEDNW inter
W onderind Brightaound the comer. Featuring
10 onsofsiow, ood , hotchooobe and am ovie,
our baalpolie offcarsorgen e hisannualevent
1 bring holiday gifis o 2200 nexdy chiblien.
Santaand an elfw illbring theirgbith © 2~
eralM arV Ba baatibns Horvisiting, photogrephing
and oy-colction. W hen datesare oim alizd
sekehoberswhowoul ke © hosta Sentastop
w illbe akbrted . Plase contectM VCC board mem -
ber Ste.e Baokin atssbokin® eolcom Hrm ore
infom ation.
Stephen Boskin
Co-Chair Outreach Committee

Every Sunday
Rain or shine!
8:30 AM - 2 PM
Corner of Venice

& Grand View

Halloween Festival ~ Oct. 26

Trick or Treat with your favorite farmers
at the Mar Vista Farmers’ Market !

10:30 AM Halloween Parade and march
with the Superbroke Brass and Tin and
Strings Electric Marching Band Ensemble.
Also Pumpkin decorating and live music
and dancing with Al’s Peace.

Mar Vista pick-up location for CSA available!

Community Supported Agriculture available
at J.R. Organics at the Mar Vista Farmers’ Market
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Guest speaker
to discuss urban
planning issues

How does a community attract the kinds

Are you ready to rumble Mar Vista?

I’'m sure you all remember
Join Us

for the Largest
Earthquake Drill
in U.S. History.

Please visit www.ShakeOut.org It
is a fantastic web site packed with
information and helpful hints to
keep you safe before, during and
after the big one.

Hilltop Aftershock: That night,
the Hillcop Neighbors Association
is hosting the Hilltop Aftershock, a

community meeting where we will

the last earthquake we just
had a few months ago. The
question is, how many of are
prepared for the next one? All
of the current data points to a
big quake on the horizon and
Mar Vista is preparing for it
now. Join us and the rest of
southern California in The
Great Southern California
“Shake Out”.

On Nov. 13 at 10 AM,
millions of southern
Californians will “Drop,
Cover, and Hold On.”

Schools, businesses, families,

of development which can help create a
sense of place along Venice Boulevard, a
busy thoroughfare seen as a ‘through traffic
corridor to the beach” How can a commu-
nity work effectively with developers at the
grassroots level to get good projects which
enhance economic viability of a major com-
mercial corridor? Can the Palms Mar Vista
Del Rey Community Plan update play an
effective role in these goals and objectives?
At its final regular committee meeting of
the year, the Concept Plan Committee will
feature as guest speaker Neal Richman
PhD, from the UCLA School of Public
Affairs, Department of Urban Planning.

November 13, 2008

come together to talk about what
we can do individually and as a
community to help ourselves and
our neighbors when the big one
hits. We will bring in experts, have
free stuff, and will open up Hilltop’s
emergency container. Come join us
at the North Venice Little League
field from 6:30 to 8 PM Nov. 13.
If you have any questions or want
to help out, email Kate.Anderson
@marvista.org

The Great
Southern California

organizations, and individuals
will join firefighters, police
officers and other emergency

responders in the largest
earthquake drill in our histo-
ry. A simulated 7.8 quake on the San Andreas fault

Bill Koontz
Safety & Security Chair

will last for 2 to 3 minutes. The 1994 Northridge Kate Anderson CONCEPT
quake only lasted for 7 seconds! Zone 3 Director PraAN
COMMITTEE

CERT Volunteers Needed

Interested in helping your community during an emer-
gency? Become a member of the Community
Emergency Response Team in your neighborhood. Its
easy to do — go to www.cert-la.com to learn more.

Upcoming trainings - 1st of 7 sessions

Oct. 14, 1-3:30 PM
Westside Childrens Center
12120 Wagner St., Culver City

Oct. 14, 7-9:30 PM
Del Rey HOA, Del Rey Middle School Room 56
12500 Braddock Dr., Los Angeles

Oct. 15, 6:30-9:30 PM
Mar Vista Family Center, Main Rm East Bldg
5070 Slauson Ave., Culver City (Spanish)
Oct. 16, 6:30-9:30 PM
UCLA Northwest Campus Auditorium,
200 De Neve Dr.
Oct. 16, 7-10 PM
CCCHA Cheviot Hills Park

2551 Motor Ave.

Preparedness

checklist

« Create or revisit your
family disaster plan

« Organize or refresh your
emergency supply kits

- Do a”“hazard hunt”
for items that might fall
and secure them

+ Check your homes
structure, ie. gas lines,
water tank strap,
foundation, windows

« other steps are at www.dare-
toprepare.org

MAR VisTA GREEN COMMITTEE

Date: Second Sunday of every month

Time: 9:30 AM
M‘ Where: MVCC Booth at Mar

Vista Farmers’ Market,
corner of Venice
Mar Vista & Grand View

Date: Wednesday, Nov. 12

Time: 7 PM -9 PM

Where: Santa Monica College
Bundy Campus Rm 123

Guest speaker: Neal Richman, PhD
UCLA School of Public Affairs,
Department of Urban Planning

From his UCLA profile page: “Currently,
as the associate director of UCLA Advanced
Policy Institute, he has been exploring the
use of new information and communication
technologies to support grassroots commu-
nity development activities.”

Dr. Richman holds a PhD in
Development and Planning, University of
Aalborg (Denmark) and presently serves as
Director, Center for Neighborhood
Knowledge ac UCLA. Sharon Commins

Concept Plan Committee Chair

Go?Green Tip: Reuse those plastic produce b

Many of us bring reusable bags when we go
to the market, but then fill them with indi-
vidual produce selections — each in a separate
plastic bag! When you unpack your produce,
put that plastic bag right back in your
reusable tote. Now it’s conveniently located,
ready to be re-used at the Farmers Market or
the grocery store. Perfect for potatoes, toma-

toes, peaches, apples, etc. You'll find you are
easily able to reuse them 5 or 10 times.

With this simple gesture, you will make a
huge impact. Become part of the solution
and reduce the pollution. Next time you are
at the Farmers market, notice how many new
plastic bags are handed out and think about
the impact we could make.



