MVCC Green Committee Meeting
Sunday, July 27, 2014

Agenda
Mar Vista Farmers Market
Grand View at Venice Blvd.
Tables Adjacent to the Post Office
Chair – Melissa Stoller, Vice Chairs – Jeanne Kuntz, Sherri Akers
1. Call to order
2. Public comment
3. Motion to approve May minutes
4. Reports


MVCC Green Tent



Developing a definition of Mar Vista as a livable community – formation of new MVCC Ad Hoc
Committee on Aging in Place

5. Presentations
6. Old business update


Water LA (Jessica Sanchez, The River Project outreach) – motion in support passed unanimously

7. New business


Andy Shrader on Koretz climate crisis motion - see addendum
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2014/14-0907_mot_06-27-14.pdf



Pending motion to support Councilmember Paul Koretz climate crisis motion to the LA City Council
that the City should pursue a Citywide greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of 80% below
1990 levels by 2050 and a Department of Water & Power greenhouse gas emissions reduction
target of 80% below 1990 levels by 2030.



Robin Doyno – proposal that we form a motion asking Council District 11 to take a leadership
position in city council for passage of the wide spread (34 U.S.municipalities so far!) oil divestment
movement – see http://gofossilfree.org/.



Sherri akers – discussion on feasibility of proposing that the LA City Council implement and ethical
investment program whereby investments would not be in conflict with motions approved by the
city council.



Pending Motion - Support of City Council Motion 14-0518 Re: Santa Monica Mountains Wildlife
Corridor: WRAC: The Mar Vista Community Council supports CF 14-0518, which instructs the
Planning Department to prepare and present an ordinance to create a Wildlife Corridor in
the eastern area of the Santa Monica Mountains (Hillside Ordinance zone). See Addendum 2

8. Public comment
9. Motion to adjourn

Addendum
MOTION
Severe weather events, including drought, likely caused by a heating global climate, have afflicted
people and cities around the world – costing hundreds of thousands of human lives and hundreds of
billions of dollars annually. The Obama administration recently released the Third National Climate
Assessment, which states that the warming of the planet, with human consumption of fossil fuels,
will have severe consequences for every region of the United States.
“Risky Business,” a report on the climate change threats to the U.S. economy released by former
U.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, ex-New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg and hedge-fund
billionaire Tom Steyer, states that climate impacts could cost businesses billions of dollars.
The United Nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released its Fifth
Assessment Report (2014) which addressed worldwide impacts of and vulnerabilities to climate
change. According to The New York Times, the IPCC found that “decades of foot-dragging by
political leaders had propelled humanity into a critical situation, with greenhouse emissions rising
faster than ever,” and that, “Though it remains technically possible to keep planetary warming to a
tolerable level, only an intensive push over the next 15 years to bring those emissions under control
can achieve the goal.”
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency states that “in low income communities, [climate]
impacts have already been distressing, including heat-related illness and death; respiratory ailments;
increases in the proliferation of infectious diseases; unaffordable rises in energy costs; loss of farm
land, and crushing natural disasters.” Disproportionately, the burden of dirty energy is born by lowincome communities and communities of color. Yet, an equitable expansion of clean energy
presents the potential for an unprecedented investment in these same communities.
UCLA and the City’s climate change report series, “Mid-Century Warming” and “Mid- and End-ofCentury Snowfall in the Los Angeles Region,” shows a tripling and quadrupling of extreme heat
days in the City and that the region’s mountains may see a reduction in snowfall of up to 42% below
annual averages, if greenhouse gas emissions continue to increase. If immediate efforts are made to
substantially reduce emissions, mid-century loss of snow will be limited to 31%. If emissions are
not curbed, the mountains will lose 66% of their snowfall by the end of the century, compared with
present day. In response, UCLA has enacted a university-wide Grand Challenge target of 100%
renewable energy in the Los Angeles region by 2050.
A target for reducing all greenhouse gases 80% below a 1990 baseline by the year 2050 is the
scientifically-accepted minimum necessary to avoid the most dangerous climate change scenarios.
Unfortunately, most countries are off track from meeting the intermediate 2020 goals, which stresses
a need for immediate and decisive action. A number of States, including California and New York,
and Cities, including New York, Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, Portland and Minneapolis, have
pledged to cut their emissions 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.
In 2007, the City established an outline for initial reductions of greenhouse gas emissions 35%

below 1990 levels by 2030. City departments have taken steps accordingly, including concerted
efforts by two proprietary departments whose operations make up the largest shares of emissions.
In 2010, the City’s Department of Water & Power (DWP) met its Renewable Portfolio Standard
(RPS) goal of 20% and is on its way to reaching 33% by 2020. With its announced exit from coal
power, DWP is well on track to reduce its emissions by at least 58% below 1990 levels by 2030.
The Port of Los Angeles adopted a Clean Air Action Plan which cut its diesel and smog forming
pollution by half. A commensurate effort on greenhouse gases is desirable and appropriate.
The City is a worldwide leader, with a network of 25 Sister Cities and 3 friendship cities on 6
continents, and its policies can substantially influence policy-making elsewhere. Adoption of an
aggressive policy addressing climate change could significantly and positively shift the world’s
current status on climate policy and deliver tangible improvements to the lives of Angelenos.
Reductions in fossil fuel burning will have a measurable impact on the nearly 47,000 asthmainduced emergency room visits across Los Angeles County every year, while the transition to clean
energy across California has already spurred 47,000 jobs in the solar industry. DWP’s 150 MW
feed-in-tariff is on track to create 4,500 green jobs and generate $500 million in economic
development, while its energy efficiency programs are expected to create 11,000 jobs by 2020.
Additionally, due to its large numbers of at-risk climate communities, the City could be eligible to
receive elevated levels of support from the State’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, Proposition 39,
and other state and federal funding sources. Climate adaptation and resiliency can stimulate new
technologies and industries, attract capital, produce jobs, and generally forge a cleaner, more
sustainable future for our children.
Many organizations throughout the region are already engaged in climate mitigation activities which
the City has or could adopt, including, energy efficiency retrofits and educational campaigns;
deployment of rooftop solar PV and solar water heating; transportation fuel conservation and
switching to cleaner renewable fuels; reduction of wastes, especially organic materials, to landfills;
waste conversion technologies; “cool roof” technologies; increasing plant and tree coverage;
conversion of hardscapes that create “heat island” effects to permeable materials or plant-based
surfaces; and, as the import of water uses great amounts of energy, water conservation, capture and
reuse.
Given the above, the City should pursue a Citywide greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of
80% below 1990 levels by 2050 and a Department of Water & Power greenhouse gas emissions
reduction target of 80% below 1990 levels by 2030.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council direct the Los Angeles World Airports, L.A. Sanitation,
Port of Los Angeles, Bureau of Street Services, Department of Transportation and General Services
Department to report back to the Council in 90 days on actions they can take to reduce the City’s
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions, both stationary and mobile, to at least 80%
below 1990 levels by 2050; including the implementation of a greenhouse gas emissions reduction
target of 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 as a Citywide objective and ways to incentivize City
departments to meet and exceed these targets.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Council direct the Department of Water and Power to report back to
the Council in 90 days on actions they can take to reduce their carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gas emissions to at least 80% below 1990 levels by 2030.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Council direct DWP, L.A. Sanitation and the Department of
Transportation to work with all City departments as well as coordinating with UCLA’s Grand
Challenge, its Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, its Luskin Center for Innovation, and
other relevant business, environmental and environmental justice organizations, to do a carbon risk
assessment of currently-anticipated climate change, a greenhouse gas inventory of the City, and
produce a Climate Action Plan for the City as a whole in order to identify affordable pathways and
highest priority near-term and long-term actions needed to actively reduce the City’s carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gas emissions, by the end of 2014.
I FURTHER MOVE that, in the spirit of worldwide cooperation, the Council request that the Sister
Cities of Los Angeles ask its member cities who have not already done so to adopt equallyaggressive or stronger greenhouse gas emission reduction policies and targets.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Council direct the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment to
engage the 96 neighborhood councils of Los Angeles to assist in outreach for this effort.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Council direct the City Administrative Officer to report back to
Council in 90 days on potential financial impacts to the City from possible worst case climate
change scenarios: including, continued business-as-usual scenarios where global average
temperature rises to 3 degrees C, 4.5 degrees C and 6 degrees C; and mitigated climate change
scenarios where global emissions are held at 1990 levels, or reduced 80% below 1990 levels.

PRESENTED BY:

______________________________
PAUL KORETZ
Councilmember, 5th District

SECONDED BY:

______________________________

Addendum 2

City Council Motion 14-0518
There are various communities throughout the city that are the location of natural lands and low density
residential neighborhoods where wildlife exist under the jurisdiction of the hillside ordinance. Unfortunately
in these and other communities in the city, development activities often involve actions that detrimentally
impact wildlife movements. Without doubt private property interests and environmental considerations
benefit by definite and consistent guidance on the environmental regulatory controls needed in any
proposed land use development project.
The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy have begun looking into wildlife corridors within its territories,
which will prevent further injuries and deaths to wildlife, and protect the open spaces and wildlife linkages
that exist. Incursions into the habitat of wildlife in the city is counter to the intent and protections offered
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
The city needs to preserve the wildlife corridors in the eastern area of the Santa Monica Mountains(Hillside
Ordinance zone), and to designate this area as a Regional Wildlife Habitat Linkage Zone, and to develop the
necessary land use guidelines and measurable metrics to protect this region and dwindling habitat areas
citywide.
I THEREFOREMOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, with the assistance of the City
Attorney, and in consultation with the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, and citizen advocates such as,
but not limited to Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife (CLAW) and the Mulholland Design Review Board
(MDRB), to prepare and present an ordinance to create a Wildlife Corridor in the eastern area of the Santa
Monica Mountains (Hillside Ordinance zone) that requires the following:
1. Do not issue any building or grading permits until project applicants ensure that they will permanently
accommodate wildlife habitat connectivity as part of their development projects.
2. Require easements and deed restrictions in perpetuity to protect wildlife habitat connectivity.
3. Formally designate the area as a Regional Wildlife Habitat Linkage Zone in the Municipal
Code, in as much as just one single family residential project can cause adverse impacts to the existing and
threatened wildlife populations.
4. Require a Biological Constraints Checklist as part of every new building project will undergo a 'habitat
connectivity and wildlife permeability review' within areas of concern .

